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AMBULANCE SERVICE TRIAL
OUT OF MAIN RIDGE FIRE STATION

MEN’S SHED Tues / Wed
Up coming EVEnts
mornings
Ladies Group Tues afternoon
LIONS Local Walks Wed &
Sunday
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3

RHCA Coffee Catch up
9:30 Food on the Hill

3

MOTH - Michael Waugh

4

RED HILL MARKET

13

LIONS MEETING

OCTOBER
1

RHCA Coffee Catch up
9:30 Food on the Hill

1

MOTH - This Way North

2

RED HILL MARKET

11

LIONS MEETING

15

MOTH - Alana Wilkinson

NOVEMBER
5

MOTH - The MAEs

6

RED HILL MARKET

14

LAP THE MAP FOR
DIABETES RESEARCH

DECEMBER
11

CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL
CAROLS ON THE HILL

Deadline for Issue 77
OCTOBER 1
Please email articles, dates of
events, photos and
information to

lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com
Include events for
November, December, January

Fire brigade members were present to welcome the ambulance personnel and show them around the facilities, from
right, Adam Shalekoff, Lyn Cheesewright, Felicia Vergona, Jo Wilton, Ambulance Senior Team Manager for the
Peninsula and Claire McDonald who will be the rostered parademic on duty at Main Ridge for the first month.
Present, but not in the photo, were Brigade President, Graeme Flockart and Captain, Ian Troutbeck.

Residents
calling
for
an
ambulance in this area will
benefit with a paramedic now
based in the Main Ridge Fire
Station for 12 hours a day.
The trial, which started midAugust, is aimed at supporting
coverage in the area during
peaks in demand.
The
partnership
between
Ambulance Victoria and Main
Ridge CFA will see an SUVstyle
ambulance
and
a
paramedic based at the Fire
Station seven days a week,
ready to respond to calls from
local residents that come
through Triple Zero (000)..
The ambulance stationed at
Main Ridge is equipped with
everything needed by the single
paramedic to care for a patient
in a medical emergency until
the support of another crew
arrives
with
a
stretcher
ambulance.
Ambulance Victoria’s Senior
Team
Manager
for
the
Mornington
Peninsula,
Jo
Wilton, said that a similar

arrangement has been trialled
very successfully out of the
Flinders Fire Station, especially
during recent summer months,
when the residential population
increases.
“Based on this success we
approached Main Ridge CFA
because Main Ridge is more
central to areas of the
Peninsula. We have had
wonderful co-operation from the
leaders at both these brigades,”
she said.
“This partnership is an example
of how Victoria’s emergency
services are working together to
keep our communities safe,” Jo
said.
“When the paramedic based at
Main Ridge is responding to a
patient, the nearest ambulance
will continue to be dispatched
too, should transport or
additional assistance be
required.”
To facilitate the change the IT
capacity at the Main Ridge Fire
Station had to be upgraded.
“We’ve installed a 4G booster

on the roof to improve the
previously fairly poor mobile
phone
and
internet
reception. As well as being
essential
for
ambulance
operations this IT upgrade is
also of benefit to Fire Brigade
operations,” Brigade Captain,
Ian Troutbeck said.
To allow both fire and
ambulance vehicles to quickly
respond to an emergency, the
brigade’s Mazda ute and the
ambulance vehicle are parked
at an angle so that either
vehicle can exit via the centre
roller door.
“This ambulance arrangement
will be a great thing for all the
residents in our community and
for
our
neighbouring
communities. A spin off benefit
is that it will take the pressure
and stress off our brigade
members with an ambulance
being able to join us in being
first on the scene at injury
related events where first aid
may be required for persons
involved,” Ian said.

Christmas Tree Festival
Saturday December 11
Carols on the Hill

The Red Hill District Lions Club Incorporated do their best to ensure the accuracy of the information provided in this publication but do not take any responsibility for any claim, demand or other
loss however caused by reliance on any information or content found within. Any views or opinions contained on these pages are those of the author(s) and not those of the Publisher , nor
does the Publisher warrant or endorse any of the products or services advertised in this publication.

Hill ’n’ Ridge

Page 1

ROBOT PLAYS KEY ROLE IN SAM FARNSWORTH’S EDUCATION
Thirteen year old Sam Farnsworth is
the first secondary school student in
Victoria to be accessing his education
using robot technology.
When Sam was eleven years old his
life changed in an instant. In February
2019 his mother, Lisa, Sam and his
twin brother Luke, were involved in a
serious car accident, an accident that
changed life for the Farnsworth family
forever. Lisa has regained her mobility
but still requires regular physiotherapy.
Luke, not so badly injured, is fine now.
But after five operations at the Royal
Children’s Hospital Sam is medically a
quadriplegic.
Sam is now a student at Dromana
College but works from his home. The
injuries he sustained in the accident
prevent him from being able to speak or
use his body to do things like hold a
pen, get his books and papers, type,
move his posture and act in other ways
that students generally do as they go
about their day at school.
Justine
Lucas,
Mental
Health
Practitioner at Dromana College,
describes how technology is making
education possible for Sam.
“Dromana College is committed to
deliver a quality education to all their
students. We are fortunate to have
such a caring community that will
always support our students both in
and outside the classroom. One of
our valued students Sam, has been
able to access his classrooms via a
robot named Martine. Martine is a
telepresence robot that our Parents
and Friends Association supported.
See-Be, is the Missing School robot
service solving social isolation by
helping kids with serious illness or
injury to stay connected to their
schools. Over 70,000 students like
Sam miss school often, or for long
periods, and schools like Dromana
College are working to bridge the
gap.
Sam uses his eye movements to
operate his computer through
assistive Tobi eye gaze technology.
Martine, Tobi and the computer
technologies work together so that
Sam is present in classes via a video
and can move Martine about the
classroom.
All of this means that Sam is now
able to be virtually in class with his
Hill ’n’ Ridge

Martine, the robot, on left of picture, takes Sam into class with his fellow students.
classmates and teaching staff. This
social inclusion is an important
aspect of a child’s life and
engagement in learning. He is
participating in the key learning
subjects of Math and English
through his assistive technologies
and with the support of his carers,
teachers and teacher aides.
By
using the technologies, Sam can be
at home or hospital with the health
care he vitally needs and still
interact with his school in real time
and personally.
One obstacle we encountered, was
the need for a powerful and constant
internet service to operate all the
technologies. In Sam’s area, the
internet signals are variable and
often so low that the video streams
were adversely affected.
We
appreciate Red Hill Lions for
supporting us and the family to
improve the internet access at
Sam’s home. The technology is
critical, yet it’s the people power
behind the scenes, so to speak, that
truly
enables
students
with
disabilities
to
continue
their
education. Sam is incredible in his
mental strength and determination”.
Of course, Sam’s health needs are
significant and require 24/7 care.
Between 7am and 9pm outside carers
come to the Farnsworth home to
provide care. Sam’s father, Neil, and
his older brother, Nicholas, share

overnight shift duty from 9pm to 7am,
Nicholas doing four nights a week and
Neil three. Lisa does some day care
shifts.

It has been a challenging journey for
Neil and Lisa and their sons Billy,
Nicholas, Jamie, Luke and Sam. Lisa
said they would not be where they are
now without the amazing community and
support network around them. “We have
had
wonderful
support
and
understanding from the local community,
the doctors at the Royal Children’s
Hospital have been marvelous and now
his teachers at Dromana College are
doing a wonderful job with their sensitive
approach to Sam’s learning needs. It
gives us a reason to be more optimistic
that despite his physical limitations he
will have opportunities to progress in
life,” Lisa said.
- RB.

SALE OF ARTHURS
HOTEL NOT SETTLED YET
Following an auction of June 30, Real
Estate Agent, Roger McMillan is still –
at the time of going to print negotiating the sale of Arthurs Hotel
with interested parties. Whether this
iconic property will continue as a
hospitality venue or be used for some
other purpose will depend on who
ultimately buys it. A report on its past
and future will appear in the November
edition.
- RB
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NEWS FROM YOUR ELECTED ADVOCATE FOR RED HILL WARD.
Cr David Gill, Red Hill Ward Councillor, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council

road works, signage and speed limits
are controlled by the State Government,
even on local roads.

Hello all,
I hope you are staying safe during these
uncertain times.

In great news for our Arts industry hard
hit by Covid lockdowns the Council has
budgeted to assist musicians and artists
with new events and grants. There will
be further information available shortly.

I always welcome your feedback on any
issues.
Lockdowns excepted I have been catching up
with your local Red Hill Community
Association on the first Friday of the month at
‘Food on the Hill’ 9:30 am for coffee and a
chat.
The Committee has provided this opportunity
and all are welcome.

Updated Council Budget News:
Main Ridge Oval rehabilitation $50,000 and
sports lighting $30,000 (approx.)
Footpath renewal Arthurs Seat precinct
$596,000
Portable change rooms Main Ridge oval
$60,000
Hillview Quarry Environmental Effects
Statement including expert advice $150,000
Public toilet Red Hill Mechanics Hall and new
water tank $440,000
Roundabout for the Merricks / Stanleys Road
intersection $652,000
For many years Red Hill Recreation
Reserve has had an oval surface
maintenance problem emanating from a
lack of water.
In a nutshell, bores, after repeated attempts,
are not producing enough water.
While mitigation is possible with different
grass types and other measures the solution
is in a reliable source of water.
Given that reticulated water for Red Hill is still
unlikely to be provided by the State
Government we are looking for alternatives.
A major water project is in its initial stages
and may produce ample water especially for
farming, sports grounds and environmental
purposes. This involves purifying Southeast
outfall waste water to the highest possible
standards and distributing it around our
hinterland. Though it is a costly project I
believe that it will quickly recoup outlays by
adding highly to our $1.3 billion agricultural
productivity on the Peninsula.
As part of an update on Community
Gardens and Roadside planting policy I
wish to hear your views on relaxing strict
regulations that often prevent community
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involvement regarding improving local
neighbourhood character.
The
Mornington
Peninsula
Koala
Conservation Group is progressively
planting trees and shrubs around the
Peninsula to help restore koala habitat
including eucalyptus food trees. Tree
planting days are being held regularly
until at least the end of October and lots
of volunteers are needed. To find out
more visit: www.mpkoalas.org.au
A major issue is kangaroo culling and
‘harvesting’
on
the
Mornington
Peninsula.
Council
is
seeking
information to better inform us about
kangaroo numbers.
The State Government does not collect
kangaroo numbers for
the
Peninsula.
Your
local
State
Government MP Chris
Brayne has failed to
respond
so
far.
Not long ago we had
emus and wombats
roaming
the
Peninsula. They were
described as pests
and consequently shot
until none were left. Kangaroos are
finding themselves in the same
predicament.
Preserving our diminishing wildlife is
essential and needs your active support.
Council is continuing to advocate to the
State Government on the conditions and
speed limits on our country roads to be
more
in
line
with
community
expectations, given that our road toll is
amongst the highest in Victoria. There
are many projects being discussed. All

The Shire is considering the major
event parking and traffic control
issue at Red Hill Recreation reserve.
This iconic centre attracts many locals
and tourists but needs a secure parking
area into the future.

Hopefully we can all go to the Red Hill
Community Market on Saturday 4th
September to help lift our spirits.
See you there!
Regards,
David.
david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au

30 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY FOR
ROBERT NICKELS
Red Hill’s only pharmacist, Robert
Nickels, celebrated his 30th anniversary
in Red Hill in August. He has been in the
current shop for 25 years, after being five
years in the other cluster of shops in Red
Hill South.
“The years have gone quickly,” he said.
“Some of my customers have been
visiting me regularly for all those 30
years and I’ve also seen a lot of
generational change in my customers. It
has been an interesting and successful
journey.”
Robert Nickels has been a generous
supporter of this newsletter as a Gold

Give the
Gift
of Sight
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COMMUNITY HELP BOOST MEDICAL EMERGENCY AID
In addition to the welcome new
arrangements for an ambulance vehicle
and paramedic to operate out of Main
Ridge Fire Station – story on page 1 two other initiatives have come into
play in recent times to enhance the
availability of emergency medical aid.
Firstly, the increasing network of
defibrillators being placed around the
district and secondly, an app called
GoodSAM* that can be downloaded to
the smart phone of volunteers who are
willing to respond to emergency alerts
by going quickly to a nearby cardiac
arrest and doing CPR in those first few
critical minutes until paramedics arrive.
These volunteers are called ‘GoodSAM
community responders’.
Ambulance Victoria is playing a big part
in these improved supports. Together
with the Heart Foundation, Ambulance
Victoria is working to empower
Victorian communities to become Heart
Safe Communities. These communities
have the confidence, skills and
knowledge to take lifesaving action in a
cardiac arrest situation. The initiative is
based around the Chain of Survival
which represent the actions that need
to be taken in the first few minutes after
a collapse to save a person’s life. When
a person suffers a sudden cardiac
arrest and the heart stops beating,
there is only a short window of time,
about 4-6 minutes, to commence CPR
or defibrillation that will force the heart
to keep beating and to send oxygen to
the brain.
Defibrillators
A defibrillator is a
device
that
restores
a
normal heartbeat
by sending an
electronic pulse
or shock to the
heart. It can save a life if someone has
had cardiac arrest. Automated External
Defibrillators (AED’s) have become
available in recent years and are now
being widely placed in public places.
The device itself guides the user
through every step of the process.
Early
steps
for
installation
of
defibrillators in this area were taken by
the Red Hill District Lions Club in 2016
– funding installations of one at the Red
Hill School, one outside the pharmacy
at Red Hill South and one at Main
Ridge Tennis Club. Since then
defibrillator
location
sites
have
gradually built up, some funded by the
Lions Club, some through organisations
receiving grants from the Council to
fund them and other organisations
investing their own funds.
Even groups of residents and individual
residents have taken the initiative to
ensure that a defibrillator is close by
and easy to access. An example was
reported in the July edition of Hill n
Ridge, where a resident of Oceanview
Avenue funded the installation of a
defibrillator for the street. This has
Hill ’n’ Ridge

prompted a generous benefactor to fund
the acquisition of one defibrillator every
month for 24 months to be placed in
similarly remote areas, precise locations
to be determined in consultation with the
Peninsula Heart Safe Communities
program.
GoodSAM App
The GoodSAM app is a free
global smartphone app that
alerts
responders
to
someone nearby in cardiac
arrest. It is linked to 000 so
that
the
GoodSAM
community
responder
receives a signal on their
smartphone at the same time
the ambulance is called.
Red Hill resident, John Eldridge, who is
secretary of the Red Hill Community
Association, signed up to GoodSAM after
he did a local training session called
‘Call, Push, Shock’ where he was
informed that thousands of Victorians
suffer an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest
every year and, tragically, only one in ten
people survive. Further, he learnt that
when a bystander performs CPR a
person is twice as likely to survive. If a
defibrillator is also used, this survival rate
dramatically increases from one in ten to
over seven in ten people surviving.
Encouraged and motivated, John went
home from the training session and
downloaded the GoodSAM app. “After
downloading it you register your personal
details, upload a photo ID and if you do
not belong to one of the listed medical

organisations you select ‘Australian Public’.
Once your details have been verified you will
receive a confirmation email. You can then
login to GoodSAM to start receiving alerts,”
John explained. “You can also upload the
location of defibrillators that you know of to
the app so that you might grab one on your
way to an emergency,” he added.
“So far, I have only received and accepted
one alert, it was quite a distance away and
when I arrived the need had passed.
Subsequently I was contacted by Ambulance
Victoria checking on my emotional wellbeing
and I also received an email seeking a
response on the same subject,” John said.
“In areas with limited resourcing, such as
Red Hill, Red Hill South and Main Ridge it
comes down to the community to implement
the first few steps of the Chain of Survival
while the ambulance is on its way,” John
concluded.
For older residents, and those with a medical
condition, one of the few drawbacks of living
in the Peninsula hinterland has been the
time it takes for an ambulance to travel up
the hill from a depot on the coast when a
medical emergency arises. But things are
changing – and pleasingly, for the better!
– RB.
*The SAM in GoodSAM stands for
Smartphone Activated Medic, but perhaps
Good Samaritan is also implied.
Anyone wanting to join GoodSAM could
email
for
further
advice:
HeartsafeMorningtonPeninsula@ambulance.
vic.gov.au

Residents learning about and defibrillators & CPR at an Ambulance Victoria session.

GOOD NEWS for a change . . .
The Flinders Art Show, in spite of the
cancellation of the live event, has
raised $25,000 for local charities and
community groups on the Mornington
Peninsula. This was due to our generous
sponsors, donors, advertisers, artists and
prepaid ticket holders to the opening
night donating their contributions. A very
generous and much appreciated gesture.
We thank you for all that you have done
for us to ensure we can help the charities
we support. We have focussed primarily
on organisations that provide food and
shelter to the needy in these difficult times.
The distribution list will be available on our
website shortly.
http://www.flindersartshow.com.au/

On behalf of the Committee please accept
our most grateful thanks for your
continued support.
To help you live thru this latest lockdown
we have out over 60 works on line and are
adding artworks daily!
So you can buy now!
So many artists prepared works
especially for the show so by way of
supporting them you can now buy online!
Click on the link and make sure you
scroll down all the images to make
your selection.
https://www.trybooking.com/BSEXJ
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‘Count Your Mob’ Project
As reported in the last edition of Hill ‘n’
Ridge, the Mornington Peninsula Wildlife
Action Group (MPWAG) has been coordinating the kangaroo and wallaby
count (Count Your Mob) project. The
interim results are now in and follow
comprehensive
ground
surveys
conducted by a wide range of
volunteers,
with
all
large
field
observations confirmed by experts and
archived on iNaturalist.
The survey has found a total population
of around 2,000, with the bulk occurring
in a relatively narrow strip in an arc from
Bushrangers Bay to Greens Bush, Main
Ridge and Arthurs Seat, extending to
Tuerong and Devilbend. There are few
kangaroos on the Westernport side of
the Peninsula with the exception of a
small mob at Cerberus and very few
scattered elsewhere.
The Count is less than 30% of the recent
estimates of 7000 made by the
Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning (DELWP) in 2020.
The errors in the DELWP count, carried
out as a desk top exercise, are due to
density rates modelled on aerial surveys
in Gippsland being applied incorrectly to
almost the entire Mornington Peninsula.
The fact is that kangaroos do not cover
90% of the Peninsula as purported by
DELWP. The ‘Count your Mob’ ground
observations indicate they are limited to
less than 25% of the Shire.

The new numbers are comparable to,
but lower than the 3,000 obtained by a
previous survey undertaken in the
Mornington Peninsula Shire by ecologist
Malcolm Legg in 2007-2011. The
difference indicates that the Peninsula
population may have declined in the past
decade. This is of concern and will be
checked and monitored as the count
continues.
The findings have been presented to the
Mornington Peninsula Shire and further
discussions are being held with Parks
Victoria and DELWP in respect of
maintaining sustainable populations and
reviewing current arrangements for
kangaroo
harvesting
and
culling
programs which are at present based on
the implausible DELWP estimates.
The MPWAG wishes to thank all who
have devoted their valuable time in
contributing
observations
to
this
extremely important wildlife project,
which has resulted in obtaining accurate
and credible counts of kangaroo and
wallaby numbers on the Mornington
Peninsula.
The
Group
stresses,
however, that it is important that the
Count is continued and encourages
everyone to ‘Count Your Mob” and
record all their observations on
iNaturalist. An information sheet on using
the app. can be requested by emailing
mpwildlifeactiongroup@gmail.com.

Giving Back to Nature
Sheepwash Creek Catchment Landcare
Group enjoys getting back to nature.
One thing we’ve noticed during
lockdown periods is how much our
beautiful bushland on Arthurs Seat is
being used.
Dr Sandro Demaio CEO of Vic Health
says, “Many of us know that it’s healthy
to be out in nature, that we come back
feeling relaxed, we get a bit of sunshine
and vitamin D. Certainly this year more
than ever it’s been critical to spend time
outside. Time outside decreases our
stress levels; it decreases our cortisol
levels. It’s shown to increase your
memory, your mood and even your
immune function,” he explained.
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/behealthy/what-is-nature-bathing

Nature gives us so much that if you feel
you’d like to give back, please join us for
our next Giving Back to Nature event.
12th September
9:30 Meet at the concrete water tank
Arthurs Seat Rd (just west of Heath Ln)
Michelle de la Coeur
sheepwashcreek@mplandcare.org.au

Defibrillator installed at
St. Georges church
A Defibrillator has recently been installed at St
George’s Anglican Church, 201 Arthurs Seat
Road, Red Hill South. It is located on the front
verandah and is available to the community 24/7.
The Church wishes to sincerely thank the
Mornington Peninsula Shire for their Grant of
$2,000 towards the provision of this Defibrillator.

Hill ’n’ Ridge

Mornington Peninsula
Group (MPWAG)

Wildlife

We need you …..

Action

The Red Hill Op Shop is again brimming
with interesting items and clothing and we
are delighted to report that customers,
both longstanding and new ones, are
coming into the shop when we have
opening hours – let’s hope they are more
often in coming months! We try and alert
as many people as we can when we have
a ‘snap opening’!!!
When we open, it’s great to see so many
familiar faces, and they know that every
time they shop, they are helping the local
community. All monies raised through the
shop are dedicated to the Peninsula
Home Hospice and local not for profit
organisations.
However, the Red Hill Op Shop needs
some help too!
We would love to
welcome some new volunteers to our
team and we are seeking enthusiastic
people to come and help at the shop.
Whether it's behind the counter serving
customers or working in the back room
helping to sort the large quantity of
donations we receive, we'd love to hear
from you.
The pay is lousy (there is none), but if you
like the idea of giving only 3 hours per
month to the Op Shop, the rewards are
many. Our operation is 100% volunteer
based so you would be joining likeminded
people and will automatically be part of a
well-established and respected fundraising organisation that has been in
existence for 34 years and plans to be
around for many more years to come. You
will be provided with a supportive
induction programme to help you learn the
ropes and you will be warmly welcomed
into the fold.
If you are interested in learning more
about our endeavours, and how you can
help, please message us via our
Facebook
page
www.facebook.com/
redhillopshop
or
email
us
at
redhillopshop@gmail.com and we will
provide you with the details you need to
come on board.
Kerri Egan
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RED HILL FLORIST UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Popular florist, Lajla Thye has sold
Poppies of Red Hill after being in business
for 19 years. The new owner is Kim Weir
from Mt Eliza.
When the Covid pandemic impacted Kim’s
work in real estate in early 2020 she
decided it was time to look for a new
venture. Purchase of the Red Hill florist
business was negotiated over a period of
eleven months and she opened the doors
in June this year.
“I have many years of customer service
and retail experience and together with
my florist, Vanessa, we want to create a
fresh, new artistic experience for not only
the local community but also for the whole
of the Peninsula,” Kim said.
The giftware range will be different, some
of it sourced from the Peninsula. This
includes Emeldo fun jewellery, created in
a small studio in Rye by Emily Dornbusch
offering a range of eclectic and colourful
accessories. Popular and naturally
fragrant Urban Rituelle candles are also
stocked along with handbags by Black
Cavair design.
“In the few weeks since I have opened I
have been welcomed by friendly
neighbouring shopkeepers and the
community.

Vanessa is the new florist

I look forward to being in the shop and
continuing to provide a service to this
community,” Kim said.
Closed on Tuesday the shop will open
from 9am to 4pm on other days and from
10am to 3pm on Sunday.
After 19 years Lajla had concise parting
words of appreciation: “I am very
grateful. I got wonderful support from the
local community and made many friends
in my years at Red Hill,” she said.

New owner Kim Weir in the Red Hill shop

Lajla has not retired. She is now working
with her family running a winery and
kitchen named ‘Tre And’ located in the
Baxter Valley Estate at 165 BaxterTooradin Road, Baxter.
The kitchen is open for lunch on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday serving restaurant
style meals at very reasonable prices.
“All of my friends from Red Hill will be
made very welcome here,” she said.
– RB.

STILL RESPONDING
Sorrento SES Unit want to reassure our
community, that as an essential service,
VICSES will continue to be here to
provide emergency assistance for storm,
flood,
road
rescue
and
other
emergencies.
VICSES is taking all necessary
precautions to maintain the health of our
volunteers and support staff so we can
continue the delivery of vital services to
the community.
We are taking a break from face-to-face
training and community engagement
activities to make sure that our members
are safe and healthy, so we can continue
to respond to our community when
required 365 days a year, 7 days a week,
24 hours a day.
For emergency assistance from VICSES,
call 132 500

• Meet your neighbours
• Celebrate vibrant agriculture on the Peninsula
RSVP: 8th September 2021
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BRUOS
$60 VFF Members
$60 Landcare Members All enquiries, dietary requirements and
$70 Non-Members names within group seating for
place cards
Dress: Jacket and Tie.
All drinks at cash bar prices. - please advise:
vffpen@vff.org.au

ORCHARD COTTAGE
ROSES
Potted Roses available now.
• Old fashioned
• Modern and Climbers
• David Austins
201 Tucks Road. Main Ridge
5989 6265

Hill ’n’ Ridge
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Did you know there is a

RED HILL SPA

Licensed Social Club

www.redhillspa.com.au

0431 573 234

in Main Ridge?

Red Hill Cherry Farm Cottage

The MAIN RIDGE CLUB is open on
Friday nights from 5:00 pm to 7:00 (ish)

spa rituals . organic facials .
wholistic massage . body scrubs

at 455 Main Creek Road, Main Ridge
(Next to the Cricket and Tennis Clubs)

69 Prossors Rd, Red Hill

gift vouchers . mud wraps . deep
tissue massage . warm oil
yoga . hot rock . hydrotherapy .
beauty . hand & foot rituals

DENIS DELANEY
A-Grade Electrician
Prompt attention to all your
electrical needs in
Red Hill and District
Small jobs, renovations, innovative
lighting solutions

0418 171829 / 5981 8129

Campaigning to give a voice to the Red
Hill and Red Hill South communities
 to protect and preserve the rural character
 to create an informed and active
community
 to provide a forum for community
engagement
 to advocate on behalf of the community

J o in R H C A t o d ay
redhillcommunityassociation.com.au

Hill ’n’ Ridge
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BLUE MOON HARDWARE CLOSING DOWN
Blue Moon Hardware proprietor, Brandon
Squire, has sold the freehold of the Blue
Moon Hardware property in Red Hill South
and it is understood that it will not continue
as a hardware shop. The new owners, who
wish to remain anonymous, are locals, but
plans for the future use of the buildings are
not known at this stage.
For Brandon, and indeed for many locals
who appreciated local access to their
hardware needs, it is the end of an era.
Brandon started working in the hardware
shop at the age of 17 when his parents took
over the business in 1984. “Although I
expected that a sale of the property might
mean an end to the hardware shop I am, of
course, a bit disappointed that it will not
continue,” Brandon said. “But after 37 years I
reckon I should make a change while I am
still young enough to take on something
else”.
Over the years, the Blue Moon business has
expanded and altered its product range,
adjusting to the changing nature of

agriculture and horticulture in the area
and providing friendly service to the
influx of permanent and part-time
residents. These adaptations and local
support has meant that Blue Moon
survived the arrival of Bunnings and it
has reciprocated that support through
the generous support it has given to
local sporting clubs. In particular the
Red Hill Football and Netball Club and
the Red Hill Cricket Club have enjoyed
generous support from the Squire
family for many years. Brandon is
currently President of the Red Hill
Cricket Club and he has two sons
playing football with Red Hill teams.
Blue Moon has had a closing down
sale in August to dispense with stock
and Brandon will clean-up and make
his exit at the end of September.
Meanwhile, next door to Blue Moon
Hardware, the proprietor of Red Hill
House says that they will continue as
normal.- RB.

Thank you
to
Red Hill
Lions

World Diabetes Day

November 14
Local Walks
or

Daily walks

In June we installed solar panels on our
houses, generously funded by the
Freemasons, which enables us to draw on
solar power.
www.presentationfamilycentre.org.au

Red Hill and surrounds

adriennemjs@gmail.com

Adie Smith 0438877780
david.maddocks@bigpond.com
Mantons Creek
David Maddocks 5989 6212
Red Hill South
gr.white@bigpond.net.au
Geoff White 0400 989 150
Dunn’s Creek
info@dunnscreek.com.au
Roger Stuart-Andrews 5989 2011

Sheepwash Creek

mdelacoeur@gmail.com

Michelle de la Coeur 0419 579 277
PROBUS
Arthurs Seat
Kerri Flockart
Main Ridge
Mervyll Reid

Red Hill

Meets 10am 2nd Friday
Main Ridge 0408 360 944
Meets 9am
1st Friday Main Ridge

val.lardy@gmail.com
Val Lardy Meets Main Ridge 4th Tues
0418 143 856

SPORTING CLUBS
Bowls & Petanque
Main Ridge
Robert Hudson
Cricket Main Ridge
John McEncroe

robert.hudson45@gmail.com

0423 704 185
john.mcencroe@bigpond.com
0418335761

redhillfc.vcfl.com.au
5989 2500
0417 125 143
www.redhilljfc.net
0425 791 870
tennismainridge@gmail.com

5989 6128 / 0408 382 453
redhilltennisclub@gmail.com

Club House
5989 2642 / 0414598923

RECREATIONAL / LIFESTYLE CLUBS

Fun activities

Gardening Society
rhgs@rhgs.com.au
Red Hill
Ann Hull www.rhgs.com.au

To join in contact
redhillviclions@gmail.com

PAT MORRISSEY
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING
For all your Farming needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Football Red Hill
Club Rooms
Kim Sherry
Junior Football
Red Hill
Darren Morgan
Tennis Main Ridge
Marie Louise Hekel
Night Tennis:
Anne Thomas
Tennis Red Hill
Adrian Clarkson

or both
Supporting Diabetes Research

Andrew Can Do

Welding & machining: New build,
modifications, repairs, on-site welding.
Fencing: New fences, modifications,
repairs, gateways.

LANDCARE
Main Creek

Cricket Red Hill
ken@excelpacific.com.au
Club Room 5989 2500

Presentation
Family
Centre would like to
thank the Red Hill Lions
for
the
generous
donation that enabled
us to purchase one of
two
new
dryers
following the demise of
the very old one.
These dryers allow us
to dry sheets on site
and maintain low costs.

Earthmoving: Tipper, loader, dozer,
grader. Excavations, moving &
spreading, landscaping, driveways,
repairs.
Trees: Fallen timber, pruning, stump
removal, firewood cut/split/stack,
chipping, on & off-site disposal,
bonfires.
Vegetation: Slashing, mowing,
firebreaks.

Hill ’n’ Ridge Contact

Hay baling
Silage Baling & Wrapping
Fertiliser Spreading
Pasture Renovation
Farm Fencing
Livestock Care
Noxious Weed Spraying
Round Bale Cartage and Loading
hillbillydowns@hotmail.com
www.patmorrissey.com.au

MP Alpaca Breeders 5989 2866
David Daddo
Peninsula Music
Society David Fickling
Seawinds Nursery
Volunteers Kathy Wyatt

pmsmusic.asn.au
9789 8392
5987 3093 (Mon am)
Meets Mondays 9:00am

COMMUNITY / SERVICE CLUBS
Red Hill Community
Assoc. Kerry Watson
Dromana & District
Historical Society
Jean Rotherham
Lions Club Red Hill
Bambi Blizzard

redhillcommunityassociation@gm
ail.com 0415 514 440

dromanahs@gmail.com
5981 9119
Meets 2nd Monday
Scott House 0408314800

Opportunity Shop
redhillopshop@gmail.com
Red Hill Robyn Allan 5988 0486.
Red Hill Show

info@redhillshow.com.au
5989 2357

St Georges Anglican stgeorgesredhill@gmail.com
5981 2580
Church
Revd Fiona Goy 9.30 am Sunday
9am Every Wednesday

1stredhillscouts@gmail.com
Scouts Red Hill
Yvette Richardson

Andrew Sides 0407 56 3670

Hill ’n’ Ridge
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Issue 21, July 2012 featured the first History Corner in response to a suggestion.
A reader questioned the origins of local geographic features and street names. Eatons Cutting was on the list.
The headstone of Watson Eaton who died in 1877 is stored at the Dromana Old Shire offices.

with Jill Phillips

EATONS CUTTING 2021

The entrance to Eatons Cutting for the 1
km Lookout Hill Circuit Walk is opposite
the Red Hill Consolidated School. The
cutting is part of the open forests of the
Arthurs Seat National Park..
EARLY HISTORY
A map tracing the movements of the
Bunurong people is based on the records
of Assistant Protector W. Thomas 18391845. This shows the easiest route from
the
designated
Buckkermitterwarrer
Protectorate, adjacent to the Dromana
drive-in to Boneo . It was ’via the Arthurs
Seat range up to where Eatons Cutting is
today. A staging camp, there gave access
to waterholes on the south side and
provided food supplies of plants and
animals. On the W Blakeley, 72ACrown
Allotment nearby, two stone axe heads
were found and later donated to Museum
Victoria . Some stories claim indigenous art
could be seen on a local cave wall.
In the pioneering days, Red Hill was
isolated, roads were non- existent and
mainly consisted of bush tracks. This
created problems for the transport of
produce and people. There were three
cuttings that provided access between
Dromana and the Arthurs known as
Bryans cutting, Simons cutting, named
after a Belgian hermit and the Eatons
cutting.
Watson and his brother Benjamin Franklin
Eaton born 1820, migrated from America
in 1855 on the “Nimrod”. Fellow
passengers and later share farmers at
Eatons Cutting were Abraham and
Rebecca Griffiths and their three children.
Watson Eaton endeared himself to the
isolated settlers who were able to call on
him in emergencies. ‘ A bachelor, Watson
had several years of medical training but
had not graduated. In the absence of a
qualified practitioner in the Dromana
district, Watson had ridden the region
attending to the sick. One day in 1877,
while on his way to visit a patient, he was
thrown from his horse sustaining injuries
that resulted in his death. The local
account was Watson broke his leg so
painfully that he dripped water on the
affected limb to provide relief. Infection set
in after he endeavoured to set his own leg.
This was one physician who did not
measure up to the spiritual injunction…
physician heal thyself. He died 14
November 1877. ‘A Dreamtime of
Dromana’ – Colin McLear.

History Corner

Funds were raised for a memorial. The
marble headstone in his honour was
found in the old Dromana Presbyterian
church. There was no punctuation on the
wording.
THIS TABLET WAS ERECTED BY THE
PEOPLE OF THE SHIRE IN GRATEFUL
REMEMBRANCE OF ONE WHO IN THE
ABSENCE OF A PHYSICIAN FOR A
PERIOD OF 20 YEARS DEVOTED HIS
KNOWLEDGE OF SURGERY AND
MEDICINE
TO
RELIEVE
THE
SUFFERING
EVER
READY
AND
WILLING TO THE SICK IN ALL PARTS
OF THE DISTRICT IN MOST CASES HE
WAS LOOKED UPON AS A PUBLIC
BENEFACTOR
For 30 years, the Mornington Branch of
the National Trust has been a long
standing voice on the Peninsula years on
local history issues. Adrienne Smith, a
Committee member suggested with the
Dromana & District Historical Society
further research to pursue the W Eaton
story and a development application.
Recent
interest
has
raised
the
possibilities to paint the water tank at the
entrance to Eatons Cutting or an
information board. Mystery has shrouded
this gentleman’s reasons for emigrating.
THE TUNNELS
Barry Wright, ’Wildwood”, recalls his
mother saying there was a tunnel in the
1950s that she had walked through and
that it was no longer, as it had caved in .
Local folk lore supported the existence of
a cave used for courting couples near the
cutting.
A popular location in the nineteen-thirties
was an Annual school outing known as
‘Bird Day. It was usual for the children of
Red Hill School to walk to Eatons Cutting.

It is doubtful anyone actually saw a bird as
the whole school tramping through the bush
must have frightened every bird for miles.
Some went to the tunnels in a gully between
Simon’s and Eatons Cuttings, guesses as to
their length vary from 30 – 100 feet .These
tunnels were formed by erosion and it was
possible to walk through with the aid of a
light head candle without getting too wet .
They collapsed many years ago and no
trace can be found today. It was reported
that some local men destroyed the cave
using explosives.
Sheila Skidmore
‘The RED HILL’
The trail at Eatons Cutting leads through the
tall bush on the hillside. The winter scene
features pink heaths, Epacris Impressa, the
Victorian floral emblem and herald the
beginning of the annual parade of flora.
Walkers can enjoy glimpses over Dromana
and the Bay and contemplate the first
settlers and the efforts of Watson Eaton.
Acknowledgement:
Picture sourced by Barry Wright 2016 for
‘Wildwood ...a little farm well tilled‘
JP

1930s ‘Bird Day’ near the Tunnels
Hill ’n’ Ridge
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From the Lions’ Den . . .
COVID LOCKDOWNS RESTRICT LIONS ACTIVITIES
As Covid restrictions have been extended
Lions have been forced to reschedule a
number of planned activities
The Celebrating Community Night
which shares with our community the
activities we have been involved in for the
past 12 months, has been postponed until
times are more certain. This night is open
to all the community so keep a look out
for the new date later in the year.
We have 12 very enthusiastic students
from the Red Hill Consolidated School
prepared to present their speeches in the
Lions Junior Public speaking Contest.

This has been postponed until later in the
year. This contest has three levels of
competition, Club, Zone and Lions District
in which students compete with others
across the Lions District from Mallacoota
to the Peninsula.. It is always a fabulous
night and our students always perform
well. We will hold this competition when
circumstances are right.
Hopefully, events planned for later in the
year will be able to proceed.

The Lap the Map for Diabetes Research
is planned for November 14 - World
Diabetes Day.
This will involve local
walks, and activities
and Diabetes
information.
Red Hill Community Christmas is also
in the planning stages - there are three
activities which will make up the
Community Christmas Celebrations.

• A community Christmas Tree to be
erected

• A Christmas Tree Festival with handmade Christmas decorations

• Carols on the Hill
Red Hill Community Christmas is a
collaboration between Red Hill Lions, Red
Hill Gardening Society and St Georges
Church

If you would like to be involved in
these , or any other projects, please
contact
lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com

Lions involved in Vision Assessments.

Using simple charts to assess vision

Vision difficulties may severely
impact children’s learning abilities.
As part of Lions Eye Health Program
children’s vision assessments are carried
out by trained volunteers with simple
basic assessments which may indicate if
further investigations are required.
Dromana Lions had carried out such
assessments at Dromana Primary
School in the past but Covid precluded
this program proceeding last year.
As some of the trained volunteers at
Dromana Lions were no longer available,
an invitation was sent to neighbouring
Clubs to participate in the program. Rye
Lions, McCrae Lions, and Red Hill Lions
agreed to be involved in this worthwhile
project.
They completed the computer-generated
training program and were ready to be
involved in the additional training and
actual testing at Dromana Primary
School on the 15th July.
On that day, fourteen Lions members
plus Rod Jackson, an optometrist and
Lions Eye Health Program facilitator,

Hill ’n’ Ridge

Lions received instruction in using a
specialised camera to assess vision

arrived at Dromana Primary School to
carry-out further training and the actual
Eye Testing program.
In all, six clubs were involved in this
project, the three club members from
Dromana plus, three members from
McCrae, three members from Rye, two
members from Red Hill, one member from
Koo Wee Rup and two members from
Cranbourne, making this a real multi club
project.
Out of the thirty-seven preppies tested only
three were found to have eye problems
and a letter from the school will be sent to
the
parents
suggesting
further
professional eye testing be conducted.
“It was great to see the various clubs
coming together and working together to
assist each other with this worthwhile
project.,” said Graeme Wilson secretary of
Dromana Lions Club.
If you would like to know more about this
project please contact
lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com

DISBURSEMENTS FOR

20-21

This year Lions ability to serve
our
community has been limited, but there were
some projects which were able to continue.
Members who support Breakfast Club at
Dromana College have been able to attend
on occasion, support has continued at Red
Hill Consolidated, some markets were able
to go ahead so parking activities resumed.
This has enabled us to support the following
organisations:
LOCAL (74%) Dromana College- encouragement awards
& students at risk
Red Hill Consolidated School - Leadership
Development Program and sports marquees
and flags
Red Hill Preschool - Japanese teaching
Red Hill Scouts - Trailer for outings
Food for All - 5 doz Christmas Cakes
St Georges Church- Parking Signs
Endeavour Fern Gully - Maintenance
Main Ridge Men’s Shed - New Equipment
Defibrillator program - adding to local
Defibrillator program
Fusion Youth Centre Mt Martha - provides
accommodation & support for homeless
youth
Main Ridge Pony Club - Show Jump Set
Dolphin Research Institute environmental support
Support to locals during lockdowns
Support for an Indigenous Community
Westernport Community Support
Southern Peninsula Community Support
In addition the following donations were
made:
DISASTER (12%) :
Flood emergency - Victorian & National
Storm emergency - Dandenongs
HEALTH& OTHER NATIONAL PROJECTS
(12):
Lions Prostate Cancer Research, Lions
Childhood Cancer Research Institute,
Vision Australia, Spinal cord Research
Lions Wellness Foundation, Lions
Hearing Dogs, Lions Eye Health Program

Lions Cord Blood Foundation, Victorian
Lions Foundation ( Rheumatism &
Arthritis Foundation, Baker Heart &
Diabetes Institute Lions Crime watch,
Centre for Eye Research, Bionics
Institute and other vision related
programs)
Australian Lions Foundation, supporting
Lions programs across Australia.
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS (2%):
Lions Operation Smile, Lions Clubs
International Foundation - supporting
health &disaster projects across the
world.
Thank you to everyone who has supported a
Lions activity and we look forward to your
involvement in 21-22.
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VFF REVIEW RECENT FIELD DAY
The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF)
Peninsula Branch, in conjunction with
the MP Discussion Group met at
“Sussex Farm“, Dunns Creek Rd, on 10th
July 2021 to review the performance
from the VFF Field Day 3 months earlier,
of the cover crops planted using various
machines
Soilkee
Renovator, Offset Discs and then Davey
Mac seeder, Amazone Tyned Air
Seeder, Fix ‘4 in 1’, Moore Unidrill, and
Aervator.
There was a glimpse of cattle in the
adjacent paddock, through the thick fog.
Guest Speaker Chris Alenson was very
engaging and passionate about the soil,
pastures, and observations.
Sample
pasture sods and were dug at each of
the trial strips. Attendees were involved
in observations and soil assessment
techniques – feel (ribbon test), smell and
visual methods.
Discussion on the impact that the
different machines had on the soil,
including pasture performance above
(foliage) and below (roots/rhizomes).
Chris introduced methods for assessing
soils and functions of pastures – soil
structure – water holding capacity –
techniques for developing healthy soils nutrient
management
mineral
oxidisation - mobilising the total
nutrients/elements available in the soil pasture root growth/penetration - pasture
species present with different root
depths. Ground cover is as important as
species composition.
Niels Olsen (Soilkee) and Graham Wood
(GW Machinery) helped explain the
varieties of machinery and techniques
used.
There was discussion on the trade-off
between loss of organic matter due to
(mechanical) soil disturbance vs. gain in
pasture dry matter for livestock
consumption. One option is to move

away from rye grass dominant
pastures: Introduced deep rooting
perennials and ‘cover crops’ in with the
rye, and rotationally graze (of course).
This leaves plenty of leaf area to
photosynthesise, and the bounce-back
in terms of recovery will be greater.
Don’t graze the mixed pasture species
so low, to ensure the deeper roots do
leave their carbon footprint in the soil at
depth.
Chris’ main message was that all
properties, soils and sites differ, you
need to test and understand your own
paddocks,
to
optimise
your
management response. Soil tests for

chemical analysis are a must, plus a
visual assessment of soil and plant
indicators.
The aim is improved soil structure
with greater biological activity, higher
water holding capacity, improved
water use, and improved soil fertility;
resulting in less fertilizer requirement,
less insect and disease pressure.
Look out for the next VFF Field Day.
Contact vffpen@vff.org.au for more
information or to join.

Multicultural Encounters Festival at Balnarring
On Sunday 21st November, Presentation
Family Centre will be hosting a
Multicultural Encounters Festival at 122
Balnarring Beach rd Balnarring Beach. The
event is a collaboration with Wellsprings
for Women, a community centre for
women in Dandenong.
PFC is a not for profit organisations that
exists to enrich the lives of families and
individuals experiencing hardship by
providing
retreats,
holidays
and
programs.
The event hopes to bring the joys of
multiculturalism
to
the
Mornington
Peninsula through a celebration of food,
art, and dance. We hope this will be a
happy day of celebration and an
opportunity for the community to come
together
after
the
difficulties
of

Hill ’n’ Ridge

lockdowns. The Wellsprings women are
fabulous cooks, so please come and
enjoy a multicultural feast with us. To be
on the distribution list for the event email
info@pfc.org.au

Atkins Landscapes
Professional Landscape and
Design Services
• Specialists in paving, pool surrounds,
retaining walls, irrigation systems,
garden lighting and water features
• All hard structural & soft landscaping
including instant and synthetic turf,
planting, screens and dry river- beds
Servicing Mornington Peninsula
for over 25 years
Contact: Robert Atkins
Mobile 0413 000 801

www.atkinslandscapes.com.au
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Please support your local businesses who help make this newsletter possible.

GOLD SPONSORS 2021

Red Hill Pharmacy
Robert Nickels
B.Pharm., MPS
Shop 7, Red Hill Village Shopping Centre
Red Hill– Shoreham Rd

Red Hill South 3937

SILVER SPONSORS 2021
G.E.M. TAYLOR
CONSTRUCTIONS
www.gemtaylorconstructions.com.au

Matt 0407 338 804
Geoff 0418 328 801

Accountants and Tax Agents
Shawne Rubinstein | Principal
e: shawne@peninsulapartners.com.au

m: 0404 865 279

Hill ’n’ Ridge

Sunny Ridge would like to thank you for your
continuous support during this difficult time.

Please check our website and socials for opening
hour and café specials
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