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WHAT’S ON 

MEN’S SHED  Tues  /  Wed 

mornings 

Ladies  Group  Tues afternoon 

LIONS Local Walks  Wed &  

Sunday   
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The Red Hill District Lions Club Incorporated do their best to ensure the accuracy of the information provided in this publication but do not take any responsibility for any claim, demand or other 

loss however caused by reliance on any information or content found within.  Any views or opinions contained on these pages are those of the author(s) and not those of the Publisher,  nor 

does the Publisher warrant or endorse any of the products or services advertised in this publication.  

Hill ‘n’ Ridge  

  From this       to  this 

 

The highly anticipated building project at Red Hill Consolidated School has begun, with the 
demolition and excavation completed over the school holidays. Footings will be poured over the 
next two weeks which will provide a better idea of the design’s location and size.  

Principal Gus Wettenhall said, “This is such exciting news for our school. However, given that this 
project is taking place in the heart of our school, it will cause disruption over the course of the 
build. Our students are doing a wonderful job of navigating the temporary fencing and allowing 
extra time to return to class after their recess 
and lunch breaks.” 

The new building will include four flexible 
classrooms accessed by an internal shared 
space complete with tiered seating looking on 
to the beautiful oak tree. The project will also 
include new bathrooms and wet areas, a 
teacher office space/withdrawal space, an 
under-croft storage area and a large south 
facing deck overlooking our pool, perfect for 
outdoor learning. Plans and drawings of this 
project  will be displayed in the administration 
area for parents and community members to 
view.  

Deadline  for Issue  75 

June 1 

Please email articles, dates of 
events, photos and  

 information to  

lionsnewsletter1 gmail.com 

Include events  for 

July, August, September 

KINDNESS MATTERS 
Do you know someone who makes our 
community a better place to live, work nd play? 

Nominate them for a KINDNESS MATTERS AWARD 

Nomination Forms available from 
lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com 

MAY 

1 Australian Plants Society  
 Plant Sale Seawinds,  

Arthurs Seat State Park 
 

2 Main Creek Landcare AGM 

7 MOTH   

7 Community Catchup Coffee 

Food on the Hill 9:30 

10 Lions Club Meeting 

15 Colour our    Community 
launch 

JUNE 

4 Community Catchup Coffee 

Food on the Hill 9:30 

8 Lions Club Meeting 

5-7   Winter Wine Weekend 

  

21 Red Hill & Flinders           

Lions Changeover Dinner  

  

Construction Begins on School Rebuild 

Demolition of the old buildings occurred  during the 

school holidays       

The new building will include four flexible classrooms 

accessed by an internal shared space  

Artist’s impression of the new building. 



 

H i l l  ’ n ’  R i d g e                                                                     P a g e  2  

A convivial luncheon to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of Main Ridge Fire Brigade 
at the Main Ridge Bowls and Petanque 
Clubhouse on Sunday, March 21, was 
also an occasion for the presentation of 
long service awards to dedicated local 
firemen.  

One of the CFA’s District 8 
Commanders, Sean Kerr, presented 
service awards to nine local firemen 
who, collectively, have served the 
brigade and the community for 170 
years. 

“These CFA members have 
demonstrated a strong desire to serve 
and support the community providing 
protection and advice over a long period 
of time,” he said. 

Brigade Captain, Ian Troutbeck, 
already holding Honorary Life 
Membership of the CFA and Main Ridge 
Brigade, was given a medal for 40 years 
of service. He joined the brigade in 
January 1980 and after five years he 
was a 2nd Lieutenant, then Secretary 
from 1985-89. After serving as 1st 
Lieutenant, he became Captain in 2011. 

Acknowledging Ian’s service and 
standing, Sean Kerr capped off his 
tribute saying: “I am always happy to 
come to Ian for advice”. 

John Goodall, both a CFA and Main 
Ridge Brigade Honorary Life Member, 
was presented with a Silver Medal for his 
35 years of service providing leadership 
and advocating for, developing, 
managing and conducting training 
programs to ensure a high level of fire-
fighting competency. In 1983 John was 
motivated to join the brigade after 
witnessing a fire on a neighbouring 
property. “I thought I should contribute,” 
he said. “And I’ve thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and the friendships I have 
made over the years since”. 

 John was also presented with a National 
Medal, which is Australia’s most 
awarded medal. It recognises long and 
diligent service by members of 

Government and voluntary organisations 
that risk their lives and safety to protect 
and assist the community in enforcement 
of the law or in times of emergency or 
natural disaster. 

Norm Rawlings was presented with a 
medal for 25 years of service and he was 
also granted Honorary Life Membership. 
He joined the brigade in November 1994 
and has held positions of 1st Lieutenant 
and 2nd Lieutenant. 

“Norm will always put his hand up when 
there’s something to be done and I really 
appreciate his loyalty and his friendship,” 
Ian Troutbeck said. 

Current brigade Chairman, Graeme 
Flockart, was also awarded a medal for 
25 years of service and praised for his 
extensive and effective work on 
communications at both the local level 
and the Peninsula group level. 

Ian Troutbeck thanked Graeme 
particularly for his attention to detail in 
the administration of the brigade. “I 
sometimes curse him but really I very 
much appreciate his support and wise 
counsel,” Ian said, with good humour. 

Matt Gallace, now 1st Lieutenant and 
playing a senior leadership role, was 
awarded a medal for 20 years of service. 

Awards for 10 years were presented to 
Justin O’Brien and Ben Parkinson. 
Ben is the current 2nd Lieutenant. 

Five year awards went to Kevin Wyatt, 
David del Ben and Felicia Vergona.  

In a special presentation Ian Troutbeck 
acknowledged the work and support of a 
core leadership team which has served 
the brigade for a long period – Norm 
Rawlings, Graeme Flockart, John 
Goodall and Andrew Mackinnon. They 
were each presented with a finely 
crafted, highly polished, green felt- lined, 
wooden treasure box bearing the CFA 
logo, and personalised with their name 
and registered number. 

To round out the afternoon Ian Troutbeck 
gave a thumb nail sketch of the brigade’s 
history. 

At the beginning the brigade had very 
primitive equipment - a tank on a trailer, a 
pump of some description, a length of 
hose, knapsacks and beaters. One of the 
farmers had to bring his tractor to tow the 
trailer.  

“In those days the Ridge line was full of 
farming activity, now there are multi-million 
dollar homes and only two or three 
orchards left,” Ian said. 

He described how CFA funded fire-fighting 
units have improved dramatically over the 
years, from trucks where firemen ‘hung on 
for grim death’ to the modern trucks with 
all the safety trimmings such as roll over 
protection systems and heat shields. 

“In addition the community has funded a 
series of smaller field command vehicles 
(FCV’s) over the years, each new one 
carrying more sophisticated fire-fighting 
equipment to enhance our capacity,” he 
said.  

“It has been 75 years of very productive 
change up here at Main Ridge and we are 
looking forward to the next generation 
stepping up and making our brigade even 
greater,” he concluded. 

One left this luncheon impressed and 
grateful that this community is served by a 
group of men and women who humbly find 
satisfaction in what they are doing and 
enjoy a strong sense of commitment and 
an admirable harmonious camaraderie. 
They carry out serious volunteer work with 
an infectious good humoured attitude. -RB. 

LONG SERVING FIREMEN RECOGNISED AT BRIGADE’S  
75

th
 ANNIVERSARY LUNCH 

The five Main Ridge CFA members who have done most of the heavy lifting over the past two decades. From left: Norm Rawlings,                    

Ian Troutbeck, Graeme Flockart, John Goodall and Andrew Mackinnon (not as active now).  

Main Ridge CFA  members watch as Graeme 

Flockart prepares to cut the anniversary cake 
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Red Hill Ward News 

Cr David Gill,  Red Hill Ward Councillor, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 

What happened to our local … 

• emus and wombats?  All gone, 
shot because they were 
considered pests. 

• native bees? Once plentiful, now seldom 
seen mainly because of 
broad spectrum spraying.  

• our beautiful bandicoots? 
Very difficult to find, often 
victims of poisoning 

• koalas? Diminishing because of loss of 
habitat, dogs, koala proof fencing… 

• small native birds? Disappearing partly 
because of introduced birds and 
colonising noisy minors  

• sugar gliders, feather tail gliders, 

growling grass frogs, the legless 

lizards and many other indigenous 

species? 

• kangaroos? They are also being shot by 
the hundreds due to Government permits 
issued and large ‘harvesting’ programs on 
the Peninsula. Are they next to be a 
threatened species as we also limit their 
natural territory and remove them from 
farmland? 

The Peninsula is at risk of losing its unique 
character as we develop and bring suburbia 
with us. 

What are you doing to ensure that our 
natural wildlife survives? 

• It would be a shame if Council cancels the 
Mobile Library bus service.  We need 
more community services in Red Hill ward, 
not less! 

• Please talk to me if you are having 
problems receiving permits for 
Community events. The Covid 
restrictions can be daunting. Council 
should be helping with the groundwork for 
local economic recovery and also for the 
health and wellbeing recovery of our 
community.                                                             

• My aim is to have 24/7 
availability of life  saving 
defibrillators. Clubs, 
groups and 
neighbourhoods should 
be considering locations. 
Close proximity is vital to maximise   
success. Grants from Council and State 
agencies are possible.  

Please contact me for more  information.  

• Council budget. Please keep sending 
your requests and views for 
consideration. If the official process 
seems difficult just send me a few dot 
points. It is very competitive but with 
persistence good projects and ideas can 
be achieved. The draft budget is now on 
the council website. 

• The State Government is attempting to 
offload ultimate responsibility for crown 
land foreshore, including beaches, to 
ratepayers. This is a cost cutting exercise 
without any thought given to Council 
ability to raise the required funds.                                                                                         
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
already spends about $6m on foreshore 
maintenance. Volunteer Committees of 
Management spend countless hours 
working on their local areas. The 
Government appears to want to avoid the 
costs of sea level rise, erosion control 
and other major works. 

•  Red Hill Station grounds.  Last stage 
design completed; looking forward to the 
new shelter. 

•  Red Hill Mechanics Hall replacement 
toilets. Contract awarded. 

•  The first Council Community Hub ever 
in Red Hill ward, a pop up, has just 
opened at Balnarring Shopping Village, 
thanks to free rental from the Village 
owners and some Council financial 
support.  

•  Flinders Village is receiving $2.25m from 
Council, matching a State grant, making 
$4.5m in total, to convert its hall into a 
welcoming community centre while 
keeping the traditional performance and 
large meeting space. 

• I am also investigating opportunities in 
Red Hill and Main Ridge for a 
Community Hub / Drop in centre. Initial 
options for discussion include Main 
Ridge AR & F Ditterich Reserve, Scott 
House next to the show grounds and 
also the nearby church grounds. 

• The Arthurs Seat pedestrian upgrade 
project is expected to be completed by 
mid-2022. Council is advocating for the 
existing 60kp/h zone in Purves Road to 
be lowered to 40kp/h for pedestrian 

safety in conjunction with the Arthurs 
Seat Road section of the project. 

• I wish to hear your views about Purves 
Road speed limits further down from 
Arthurs Seat and high speed traffic on 
Arthurs Seat Road as there has been 
local concerns raised with me about 
safety issues. All speed limits are 
controlled by the State Government. 

• Council plans to relocate four electronic 
speed and wildlife warning signs to 
the Arthurs Seat and Main Ridge areas in 
spring.                                                           
I hope to increase the number and 
availability of these mobile road safety 
signs.  

Always pleased to receive your feedback. 

 

davidgill@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Andrew Can Do 

Earthmoving: Tipper, loader, dozer, 

grader. Excavations, moving & 

spreading, landscaping, driveways, 

repairs. 

Trees: Fallen timber, pruning, stump 

removal, firewood cut/split/stack, 

chipping, on & off-site disposal, 

bonfires. 

Vegetation: Slashing, mowing, 

firebreaks. 

Welding & machining: New build, 

modifications, repairs,  on-site welding. 

Fencing: New fences, modifications, 

repairs, gateways. 

Red Hill and surrounds 
 

Andrew Sides  0407 56 3670 

Contact  Jenny Stidston  0439 896 158 
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Bendigo Community 
Bank Opens Rosebud 

Business Centre  

Rosebud Business Centre opened with a 
celebratory “Tradies Breakfast” and was 
attended by Mayor Despi O’Connor and         
Cr Debra Mar. 

Bendigo Community Banks Rye, Rosebud 
and Dromana are now joined by a new 
premises catering specifically to business 
needs on the Southern Peninsula. The 
Board of Rye and District Community 
Financial Services Ltd, which runs the 3 
branches, recognised there was a need to 
service local businesses in the area. The 
new Business Centre can provide a range 
of services including business loans,  
superannuation, equipment finance, 
insurance, credit cards and more. 

 Senior Manager, Fiona Somjee, says: 
“There are so many diverse businesses in 
this region, from ag-businesses like farms 
and wineries, to hospitality and tourism, 
retail, building and more. We know that our 
customers really value high professional 
service, but they also want to call and 
speak to the same person each time 
without having to explain their whole story 
over and over again. When you choose to 
bank with us, you know you can develop a 
relationship with a Business Banking 
manager, and there is a real person here 
that you can speak to that understands 
your business needs. Knowing your 
business is what we do. And of course, 
local businesses care about the 
communities they operate and live in, so 
that we give most of our profits back to the 
community is a compelling reason to 
choose us too.” 

The new centre is located right next door 
to the current Bendigo Rosebud branch. 

To contact the Rosebud Business Centre:  
PH : 03 5981 0556 
1089 Point Nepean Rd, Rosebud VIC 3939 

Red Hill senior football team tasted 
glory in their opening game in the 
1st Division of the Mornington 
Peninsula - Nepean Football 
League on Good Friday. In a tense 
and thrilling finish Torren Powell 
kicked a rushed behind right on the 
final siren to beat Dromana, the 
2019 1st Division reigning premiers, 
by one point.  

Red Hill football teams graduated to 
the 1st Division after the senior and 
under 19 teams were premiers in 
the League’s 2nd Division in 2019, 
but with the Covid pandemic wiping 
out the whole 2020 playing season 
Red Hill seniors had waited a long 
time before testing themselves in 
the higher grade.  

Red Hill’s 2019 premiership flags for the 
senior and under 19 teams were 
unfurled at their first home game on 
Saturday, April 17.  To follow Red Hill 
seniors lost to a very strong Bonbeach 
team by five goals on the day. 

The Red Hill Football and Netball Club 
launched the 2021 season with a well-
attended dinner at the Epicurian 
Restaurant on Tuesday, March 23, when 
Western Bulldogs legend, Bob Murphy 
was a special guest and Channel 7 
commentator, Hamish McLachan was 
MC. 

The annual Peninsula Film Festival was 
held at Dromana Drive-in this year to 
ensure covid safety for all involved. In what 
has been a challenging and extremely hard 
time in the arts, the Festival brought a 
welcome relief to many and illustrated the 
importance of our need for connection.   

 The entire weekend was a massive 
success. The Friday night launch screening 
was of the powerful and timely drama 
“Don’t Tell” which attracted a large crowd 
and was followed by an engaging and 
moving Q&A with the real life people the 
film characters were based upon, Stephen 
Roch and Lyndal. 

 The Saturday short film festival was a sell-
out. Bendigo Community Banks Rye, 
Rosebud and Dromana sponsored the 
“Local Hero” award for the third year in a 
row, and drew a wide range of talented 
entries.  

Debra Mar (Cr Seawinds Ward), Despi O’Connor 
(Mayor), Fiona Somjee (Senior Manager) at the  
Business Centre opening 

Peninsula Film Festival 2021 

The winners were Steve Romig and 
Bruce Davis, who won $500 and a 
Peninsula Hot Springs voucher. In total 
18 films were screened through-out the 
evening. The overall winners were: 

1st: So Depressed by Kai Smythe 

2nd: Animal Work by Zak Marrinan 

3rd: Tea Party By Emily Reeve 

The Sunday filmmaking workshop was 
enjoyed by many attendees who learnt 
the basics of making a short film. 

All involved are still feeling very proud 
that this event is so well-loved and 
embraced by the business community, 
the talented film makers amongst us, and 
the general public. 

 

Amy  Campion  

Shane Jacobson, Michala Banas, Meg Pascoe, Fred Schepisi, Steve Bastoni,  Lachy Hulme ,Sullivan Stapleton   

President’s lunches will be a feature of 
the 2021 season with is a different 
theme for each lunch held in the Red Hill 
clubrooms before every home game. On 
Saturday, April 17, representatives of all 
the sporting clubs that use the Red Hill 
Recreation Reserve were present to 
promote a website – redhillsports.com – 
which provides information on all Red 
Hill’s sporting Clubs. This is a relatively 
new innovation which enables those 
interested in the sporting bodies to 
check the activities of the clubs on the 
one website.  

PROMISING START IN 1
ST

 DIVISION FOOTBALL AND NETBALL 

Meanwhile, Red Hill’s five netball teams, 
which automatically also graduated to 1st 
Division, have competed strongly in the 
first two rounds winning 9 out of the 10 
games played in the higher grade. 
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The work of 76 leading contemporary 
artists comes together in HOLDING 
GROUND, an online art exhibition  
being held to raise funds for the anti-
quarry group “Save Arthurs Seat” 

Hill‘n’Ridge ran articles last issue giving 
both sides of this debate. 

HOLDING GROUND 23 April to 14 
May, curated by Penelope Gebhardt 
features local, Melbourne and interstate 
artists working across mediums 
including sculpture, painting, drawing, 
jewellery, ceramics, textiles, 
photography, digital art and 
printmaking. The works are related 
thematically to ideas of connection, 
identity and the natural world. 

Organisers aim to raise $100,000, to be 
used to employ experts to assess the 
Environmental Effects Statement for the 
proposed quarry. “The exhibition 
provides people with a powerful 
opportunity to purchase art-work by 
renowned contemporary artists and at 
the same time help save a precious 
part of our state,” Ms Gebhardt said.  

HOLDING GROUND features a pair of 
bronze sculptures from the Estate of 
David Larwill. 

Australian Plants Society  
Mornington Penin-

sula                

 Saturday 1 May 2021 

10.00am – 3.30pm 

Seawinds, Purves Rd,  

Arthurs Seat State Park,  

Featuring local and regional  

growers of native plants 

Enquiries to 0428 284 974 

A QUINTESSENTIAL AUSTRALIAN BBQ 

Sausages sizzled, the smell of cooked 
onions and sausages wafted through the 
air, a wombat and black cockatoo made a 
showing and toes tapped to the guitar 
and sax music of the Chris Commerford 
Band at Red Hill’s free community 
barbecue.  

Held on a perfectly sunny Sunday 7 
March at the Red Hill Community Park, 
the annual free event also featured local 
artist Michael Leeworthy creating 
Australian animal cartoons. Lionel Lauch, 
a local resident and Gunditjmara Kirrae 
Wurrung – Bundjalung man led two walks 
on Country through the adjoining nature 
reserve sharing his knowledge of 
traditional bush tucker and medicinal 
plants, and treated walkers to the healing 
powers of the didgeridoo. 

The event is normally held on the January 
Australia Day weekend and was delayed 
due to impact of COVID-19.  It was a 
great opportunity for locals to get together 
and the Red Hill Community Association 
(RHCA) felt it was important to hold the 
annual barbecue given most of us have 
been house or property bound over the 
past year. 

The Red Hill 1st Scouts manned the 
COVID check in stations to keep the 
community safe. Generous locals 
dropped around $218 in the Red Hill 
Lions defibrillator donation boxes which 
was much appreciated.  

There were plenty of close encounters 
with the wildlife including snakes and 
lizards which proved a hit with young and 
old. 

 It was wonderful to be joined by the Red 
Hill CFA, Save AGL supporters and Red 

Hill Ward Councillor David Gill and 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor Despi 
O’Connor. 
 

RHCA would like to acknowledge the 
public spirit of the local businesses who 
made complimentary contributions to the 
event. They deserve your recognition as 
these free community events would be 
rare indeed without their sterling efforts 
year on year.  Special thanks to Robin 
Griffith (MOTH) for his visual art talents in 
creating our event poster, Redi Coolroom 
hire keeping our feast cool, Red Hill 
bakery’s bread, Sommerville meats for 
fabulous hamburgers and the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire for their grant funding. 

Kerry Watson 

  
 

RHCA member John Eldridge  cooking  

sausages at the community  BBQ 

HOLDING GROUND FOR ARTHURS SEAT  
HOLDING GROUND is brought to you 
by Silver Leaf Art Box, Merricks 
General Wine Store and Montalto. 

 ONLINE EXHIBITION: www.silverleaf-
artbox.com.au Viewing of artworks can 
be arranged by appointment.  

MEDIA ENQUIRIES:  

E: info@silverleaf-artbox.com.au Ph: 
0422 132 525 

 

The Tangled wood, 2018 etching by David 
Frazer 

FARMERS LOOK AT 
LOW TILLAGE 

PASTURE 
MANAGEMENT 

On Saturday morning, April 10, about 140 
farmers were seen in a paddock on the 
corner of Dromana-Bittern Road and Gibb 
Road, Dromana, scratching through the dirt 
looking to see how far down the seeds 
were positioned into the soil, checking on 
the amount of grass disturbance which 
goes with minimum tillage. 

The farmers were attending a field day 
organised by the Peninsula Branch of the 
Victorian Farmers’ Federation to look at all 
the new trends of pasture management. 

There was an array of guest speakers 
talking on the types of plants to enhance 
pasture performance in all types of 
conditions. How some plants will help to 
reduce pests and weeds, how to graze 
pasture to get the most out of the sugars 
the plants produce.  

Technical staff were there talking about 
their machines and the advantages of their 
style of planting the seed in the ground. 

There was an array of tractors and sowing 
machinery, over 1000 horse power in the 
paddock, all leaving some sort of mark. The 
objective was to leave very little impact on 
the paddock in both soil disturbance and 
soil compaction. 

Sowing techniques were different with each 
machine, ranging from set point disc to 
rotary hoe, air seeders to small seed-box 
units.  

The trial plots are still marked if anyone 
would like to see the results for themselves, 
as the seed should have germinated by the 
time of print. 
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DENIS DELANEY 

A Grade Electrician 

Prompt attention to all your  

electrical needs in 

Red Hill and District 
  

Small jobs, renovations, innovative  
lighting solutions 

 0418 171829 / 5981 8129 
 

 RED HILL SPA 

www.redhillspa.com.au 

0431 573 234 

Red Hill Cherry Farm Cottage 

69 Prossors Rd, Red Hill 

spa rituals . organic facials . 

wholistic massage . body scrubs  

gift vouchers . mud wraps . deep 

tissue massage . warm oil 

yoga . hot rock . hydrotherapy  . 

beauty . hand & foot rituals 

Did you know there is a  

Licensed Social Club  

in Main Ridge? 

The MAIN RIDGE CLUB is open on 

Friday nights from 5:00 pm to 7:00 (ish) 

at 455 Main Creek Road, Main Ridge 

(Next to the Cricket and Tennis Clubs) 

Campaigning to give a voice to the 

Red Hill and Red Hill South 

communities 

 + to protect and preserve the rural character 

 to create an informed and active 

community 

 to provide a forum for community 

engagement 

 to advocate on behalf of the community 

Join RHCA today  
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 Main Creek 

Adie Smith 

adriennemjs@bigpond.com 

0438877780 

 Mantons Creek 

David Maddocks 

david.maddocks@bigpond.com                    

5989 6212  

 Red Hill South 

Geoff White  

gr.white@bigpond.net.au  

0400 989 150 
 Dunn’s Creek 

Roger Stuart-Andrews   

info@dunnscreek.com.au 

5989 2011 
 Sheepwash Creek 

Michelle de la Coeur  

mdelacoeur@gmail.com 

0419 579 277 

 PROBUS   

 Arthurs Seat 
Kerri Flockart 

0408 360 944 Meets 10am  
2nd Friday Main Ridge 

 Main Ridge 
Mervyll Reid 

 Meets 9am  
1st Friday Main Ridge 

Red Hill 
Val Lardy  

val.lardy@gmail.com 
Meets Main Ridge 4th Tues 
0418 143 856 

SPORTING CLUBS  

 Bowls & Petanque 
 Main Ridge  

Robert Hudson 

robert.hudson45@gmail.com 

 
0423 704 185 

 Cricket  Main Ridge  
  John McEncroe 

john.mcencroe@bigpond.com 

0418335761 

 Cricket  Red Hill 
Club Room 

ken@excelpacific.com.au 
5989 2500  

 Football  Red Hill 
Club Rooms 
Kim  Sherry  

redhillfc.vcfl.com.au 
5989 2500 
0417 125 143 

 Junior Football  
 Red Hill  

Darren Morgan 

www.redhilljfc.net 
 
0425 791 870  

 Tennis Main Ridge 
Marie Louise Hekel 

 Night Tennis: 
 Anne Thomas 

  
tennismainridge@gmail.com 

  
5989 6128 / 0408 382 453 

 Tennis  Red Hill 
Adrian Clarkson 

 

redhilltennisclub@gmail.com 
Club House   
5989 2642 / 0414598923 

RECREATIONAL  /  LIFESTYLE CLUBS   

 Gardening Society 
 Red Hill         Ann Hull 

rhgs@rhgs.com.au 
www.rhgs.com.au 

 MP Alpaca Breeders 
David Daddo  

5989 2866   

 Peninsula Music 
 Society David Fickling 

pmsmusic.asn.au 
9789 8392 

 Seawinds Nursery 
 Volunteers Kathy Wyatt 

5987 3093 (Mon am) 
Meets Mondays 9:00am 

COMMUNITY  / SERVICE  CLUBS 

 Red Hill Community 
 Assoc.  Kerry Watson 

redhillcommunityassociation@gm

ail.com  0415 514  440 

 Dromana & District 
 Historical Society 

Jean Rotherham 

dromanahs@gmail.com 
5981 9119 

 Lions Club Red Hill 
Bambi Blizzard 

Meets 2nd Monday 
Scott House   0408314800 

 Opportunity Shop 
 Red Hill  Robyn Allan  

redhillopshop@gmail.com  
5988 0486. 

 Red Hill Show info@redhillshow.com.au 
5989 2357 

 St  Georges Anglican 
 Church 

Revd Fiona Goy  

stgeorgesredhill@gmail.com 
5981 2580 
9.30 am  Sunday  
9am EveryWednesday   
 

 Scouts Red Hill 
Yvette Richardson 

1stredhillscouts@gmail.com 

CWA   Red Hill  
Amelia Bicknell 

0414726396 
CWARedHill@yahoo.com 
 

Hill ’n’ Ridge Contact  

WILDLIFE ON THE AGENDA 

Arising out of concerns relating to the 
preservation of wildlife on the Mornington 
Peninsula, a group has recently been 
formed to investigate some of the current 
challenges facing our wildlife due to the 
increasing human population and 
resultant loss of habitat.  With dramatic 
increases in tourist and visitor numbers, 
wildlife/vehicle collisions have become a 
major road safety issue particularly 
around areas such as Main Ridge, 
Arthurs Seat and Boneo.  

The Mornington Peninsula Wildlife 
Working Group ( MPWWG) is a collective 
of people representing land holders, 
businesses and community groups. The 
MPWWG aims to establish accurate 
wildlife statistics in the area, where the 
community can participate in monitoring 
wildlife behaviour, seasonal movements 
and populations. It further aims to 
address a number of issues such as 
wildlife/vehicle collisions in “hotspot” 
areas, the creation and preservation of 

FLINDERS MOTORING HERITAGE 
ATTRACTS A HUGE CROWD 

American car post Vintage that is at 
least 25 years old. 

Winner - Ford 1967 Mustang  

Best Modified Car – This can be any 
pre 1987 vehicle that has been 
modified (including Hot Rods)  

Winner – Porsche ST 1972  

Most Rare or Unusual Car – Any pre 
1987 vehicle 

Winner – Chevrolet 1967 Corvette 

Best Club Display – A club with the 
best display. This can be one marque 
or many. 

Winner – BMW Club  

Best Vintage Car – Any vehicle 
manufactured or delivered between 
1918 and 1930  

Winner – Chevrolet 1932 Confederate 
Roadster. 

Chairman’s Special Award – 
Awarded by the Chairman of Flinders 
Motoring Heritage and not judged or 
influenced by the judges. 

Winner - BMW 2017 - M4 DTM 
Championship 

The event raises funds for Peninsula 
Health and this year there will be close 
to $30,000 given to support foetal heart 
monitoring equipment for the Rosebud 
Hospital and the Special Care Nursery. 

The event is supported by major 
sponsor Kalus Kenny Intelex -  
Lawyers, together with Balnarring and 
District Community Bank Branch of 
Bendigo Bank, RT Edgar Mornington 
Peninsula, Flinders Hotel, Blue Print 
and Porsche Centre Brighton who 
provided two special ‘Porsche’ 
experiences for Silent Auction items. 

Mary Iles 
Flinders Lions Club 

A stunning Alpha Romeo 1974 Montreal 
was judged “Best Car in Show’ from over 
140 vehicles displayed, in the beautiful 
coastal village of Flinders, in a hotly 
contested Flinders Motoring Heritage 
Event, on a perfect Autumn day on Easter 
Sunday 2021. 

There was no way to avoid seeing all 
manner of stupendous vehicles. They were 
truly automotive art! Immaculate care is 
taken to primp every detail, so they stand 
out above the rest and the owner’s pride is 
so evident on the day! 

It was great delight for motor enthusiasts to 
see early 1920’s Rolls Royces to Alpha 
Romeos, Alvis, Austin Healeys, Bentleys, a 
Brescia Bugatti from 1925, BMWs, 
Corvettes, Fords, Holdens, Jaguars from 
across the decades, Morgans, MGs, 
Maseratis, Mustangs and Porsches…they 
were all there!  

Pausing to consider the history of each 
car—the minds who conceived them, the 
people who have a passion and who drove 
them, and the many hands that applied 
their finest touch to create them—only 
adds to the awe you feel as you 
meandered amongst the wonderful 
vehicles displayed in the Flinders Village. 

The standard of entries continues to 
exceed our expectations says Mark 
Holland, President, on behalf of the 
Flinders District Lions Club who managed 
the Flinders Motoring Heritage show.  

Best Oily Rag- This is a vehicle that 
presents as original and is not changed or 
rebuilt or restored in any way. 

Winner – Holden 1978 – HZ Premier 

Best PVT Car – This is a Post Vintage 
Thoroughbred – English or European 

Winner – Jaguar1972 – E type 2 +2 

Best Classic Car –This can be any 

habitat on private properties and 
public land including National and 
State Parks and Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Bushland Reserves 
and the education of communities and 
landholders in regard to co-existence 
with and support of the wildlife in our 
area.  Further information and any 
opportunities for community input will 
be publicised during the year.   

Watch this space!   

Jenny Atkins 
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ORCHARD COTTAGE 

ROSES 
 

Potted Roses available now. 

• Old fashioned 

• Modern and Climbers 

• David Austins 

201 Tucks Road. Main Ridge  

5989 6265     

Open Thurs – Sun or by appointment 

Mainly Sewing, as Busy as Ever 
As we come out of lockdown, but are still 
unable to travel overseas, there are some rare 
opportunities being uncovered.  For lovers of 
needlework, embroidery and slow stitching, a 
couple of tutors that would normally be 
teaching overseas have been secured for one 
day workshops, here on the Peninsula. 

Mainly Sewing, which has been operating as a 
specialist quilter’s and crafter’s retreat in Main 
Ridge for almost three years, will host Lisa 
Mattock of the renowned Forage brand for two 
different one day workshops on 14 and 15 
May – an introduction course and a Woodland 
themed course.  No experience is needed for 
either workshop and they embrace the 
concept of ‘no rules here!’, so are very relaxed 
and loads of fun.  You may have seen some 
of Lisa’s slow stitched Christmas or Easter 
projects in recent Better Homes and Garden 
magazines or heard about her Paris flea 
market foraging tours.                

On Sunday 16 May, peninsula-based and 
internationally renowned textile artist 
Catherine Howell will be conducting an 

embroidery workshop called ‘Daisies 
Secrets’.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
to learn from Catherine who would usually 
be teaching on the international craft 
cruises or embroidery workshop tours of 
England.  Catherine’s style is very 
inclusive and helpful and your results will 
look good. 

As you would expect, there are limited 
places available for these workshops, so 
if you would like to take advantage of 
having these high profile textile artists in 
our peninsula backyard, go to: 

Workshops (mainlysewing.com.au) for 
more information. 

Every Day is an  
Adventure at the 

 Red Hill Op Shop!  

From one week to the next, the volunteers 
at the Red Hill Op Shop never know what 
they will see come through the collection 
and sorting area!  Every week is a sur-
prise.    

We are always grateful for the very gener-
ous donations we receive from our sup-
porters and we love seeing those items 
and clothing re-homed and put to good 
use when they are sold through the shop.  

Recently, we had gorgeous exotic Chi-
nese Vase lamp bases for sale and ‘Pink 
Susan’ collectible chinaware designed by 
Clarice Clift in the bric a brac area.  Boxed 
mid-century glassware in mint condition 
was on the shelves and soup tureens 
were being wheeled out for the upcoming 
cooler months.  We have had bulbs for 
sale. We have flowers regularly and last 
month we had cherry tomatoes and grape-
fruit! Stock is constantly changing, it’s al-
ways appealing and you’ll always find 
something to tempt you. People do like to 
donate and to share! 

The clothing section in both ladies and 
men’s is a great place to see variety and 
some terrific options. Suits, evening wear 
and every type of sporting wear is on 
show at all times. However, by far the 
most versatile area is the kid’s clothing 
section, where the quality and the variety 
constantly amazes us. As result, there are 
some very well dressed lucky kids out 
there!  

Please make some time to come and visit 
us for a browse in the shop this week;  
and then make a time for next week – it 
will all be new!  And, our friendly volun-
teers will make you feel very welcome! We 
support the Peninsula Home Hospice and 
other not for profit organisations in the 
local area.  

Our hours of operation are Wed 10am – 
4pm , Fri and Sat 10am – 1pm 

We are located at 33 Mechanics Road, 
RED HILL. Email us at redhillop-
shop@gmail.com or message us 
through our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/redhillopshop 

Red Hill Show 2021 – never in doubt!?! Well almost - 

The 93rd Red Hill Show, on a seriously 
scaled down size went ahead in March, 
and what a resounding success that turned 
out to be for all!! Despite the many 
restrictions, terms and conditions related to 
the COVID situation, the Society 
Committee managed to put together a 
schedule of events and competitions that 
drew interest and participation. Whilst we 
had to cancel many of our regular 
competitions and competitors and the buzz 
that they create, Red Hill Show 2021 
became a success in its own way and we 
managed to keep the tradition of the show 
very much alive!  

The President and Committee of the Red 
Hill Horticultural and Agricultural 
Society  were very thrilled with the 
response and support of the local 
community; and were delighted to be able 
to deliver a show – albeit  a slightly 
different one!  

To our regular patrons, sponsors and trade 
show exhibitors, needless to say we 
MISSED you, but look forward to warmly 
welcoming you back next year for a bigger 
and better show in 2022.   

As soon as the show was announced and 
the schedules were published online, the 
Show Administration area had immediate 
interest.  Those entries coming in thick and 
fast, confirmed to the Committee that what 
we had decided to implement was going to 
be a suitable response in a challenging 
environment and we should press on!  

Competition exhibitors came through the 
doors of the Pavilion on Thursday and 
Friday with their craft, cooking, floral, 
honey, wine, fruit and vegetables for 
judging. All quietly hoping to secure a 
ribbon for their efforts! (The competitors 
approached knowing that securing a ribbon 
comes the bragging rights for a whole year 
ahead!) 

We send our congratulations to all of those 
people who submitted an item for judging 
and for joining in the fun. Exhibits were 

down a little but we were still very happy 
with the number of entries we received – 
over 1100.  We were especially buoyed 
by the number of new exhibitors who had 
been at the show in 2020 and thought 
they would try their luck.  Needless to say 
they were welcomed enthusiastically and 
we are bound to see them back next year. 

The kid’s entries in all sections were well 
supported and there were many happy 
faces on Friday afternoon when exhibits 
and projects were being collected by 
parents and children. We continue to 
encourage the participation and support of 
the younger members of the community 
as a priority in as many categories as we 
can. 

We filmed and photographed as much as 

we could over the days of judging and you 

can see some of the action on our website 

https://www.redhillshow.com.au/2021-

pavilion-gallery 

Thank you again to all who encouraged 

us; and helped over the days before and 

after the show.  

Kerri Egan 



 

H i l l  ’ n ’  R i d g e                                                                     P a g e  9  

PAT MORRISSEY 
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING 

For all your Farming needs 

• Hay baling 

• Silage Baling & Wrapping 

• Fertiliser Spreading 

• Pasture Renovation 

• Farm Fencing 

• Livestock Care 

• Noxious Weed Spraying 

• Round Bale Cartage and Loading 

0419118737   hillbillydowns@hotmail.com 

www.patmorrissey.com.au 

Atkins Landscapes 
Professional Landscape and 

Design  Services 
•  Specialists in paving, pool surrounds, 
retaining walls,  irrigation systems,  
garden lighting and water features 
•  All hard structural & soft landscaping 
including instant and synthetic turf, 
planting, screens and dry river- beds 

Servicing Mornington Peninsula 
 for over 25 years 

Contact:   Robert Atkins                     
      Mobile 0413 000 801 

 
www.atkinslandscapes.com.au 

 

Good detectives  . . . 
 

Hill ‘n’ Ridge received  a request from a 
reader to  provide information on an 
artwork she had purchased. On the rear 
of the painting was a signature —    

I or L  Hesketh ,Red Hill. 

The editor referred it on to Jean 
Rotherham, from the Dromana Historical 
Society, who provided the following reply: 
I would think the artist would be Mrs 
Hesketh who lived in Flinders Road, Red 
Hill in the 1960's at what was to become 
Noel's Gallery.  Her daughter Evelyn was 
also artistic but has since moved to 
Queensland.  A grand-daughter still lives 
locally.  From memory I think she mainly 
painted watercolour landscapes. 

Thankyou Jean, a very prompt response. 

    Ed. 

Since 1989 Presentation Family Centre, 
Balnarring has been providing short stay 
accommodation for vulnerable children, 
families and carers who need an 
opportunity to relax and refresh their spirits 
in a peaceful environment close to 
Balnarring Beach. 

PFC offers six self-contained houses, a 
playground, activity centre and extensive 
grounds to explore. It is a leisurely seven-
minute walk to Balnarring Beach.  

Our guests are primarily families and 
carers from across metropolitan 
Melbourne, and Victoria, who may find it 
difficult to access an affordable holiday or 
find a peaceful location for respite. Guests 
are often referred by community service 
organisations, government agencies, 
schools or hospitals. They may hold a 
Health Care Card, while many are 
supported by the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme. Everyone in need is 
welcome. 

Overwhelmingly, guests’ comments on 
their stay at PFC are very positive. The 
following comment is typical:  

Our family has not been on a holiday for 
many years. We have been through much 
stress and it was like a dream to have this 
special time out from the world in such a 
relaxing environment.  

During the Covid-19 lockdown in 2020, 
PFC completed an accessible bathroom 
and built a ramp, thus fitting out a second 
house for people with disabilities.   

PFC receives no regular funding from 
government and relies heavily on 
donations and grants to subsidise the 
rental income received from guests.  We 
rely on volunteers to assist with working 
bees, fundraising, open days and BBQs. 
We are grateful in recent years to receive 
support from local community 
organisations including Red Hill Lions, 
Flinders Lions, Balnarring and District 
Community Bank, and many individuals 
who live locally on the Mornington 
Peninsula. Donations are tax deductible.  

To enquire about volunteering at PFC, or to 
donate, please contact info@pfc.org.au.  

 Volunteers from Balnarring and District 
Community Bank, Red Hill Lions Club, 
Balnarring and elsewhere attended a recent 
working bee 

Serving Families and 

Carers Since 1989  

The journey through Holy Week to 

Easter on Passion/Palm Sunday began 

outside the church. The procession 

wove through the tall palm branches 

that decorated the church, a reminder of 

the journey of Jesus as he rode down 

the hill and into Jerusalem – an ancient 

version of a ticker tape parade!  

 

Fiona Goy 

Palm Sunday Heralds  

Bell Tower at St Georges Features in Celebrations. 

On March 11 St Georges  joined other 
faiths and other churches around the 
world ringing bells at “the 11th hour of the 
11th day” to draw attention to climate 
change and the urgent need for action. 
The global action was organised by 
“GreenFaith – Interfaith partners in action 
for the earth.” Meeting at the bell tower, 
between silences we rang bells – personal 
bells underpinned by the chiming of our 
large church bell. 

Bells  Ring for Climate Change 

Parishioners  gather at the bell tower to draw 

attention to climate change. The procession for Palm Sunday  

BOWLS VICTORS! 

In an epic three hour battle Jonathan 
O’Sullivan won the Men’s Single champi-
onship at the Main Ridge Bowls and 
Petanque Club on February 4. He defeated 
reigning singles champion Glen Gebert 26-
22 after playing 35 ends. It was Jonathan’s 
second single’s championship at the Club. 

In the Club’s pairs championship in early 
March 98 year old Cesare ‘Caesar’ Bonac-
ini teamed with Club stalwart Lee Mellett to 
emerge as winners in a round robin of 
three rounds. Both men have shared the 
Pairs title with other partners in the past. 
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There were no boundaries and no 
fencing, so theoretically the aborigines 
could hunt freely over the Peninsula, to 
chase without molestation or censure. 
Thomas believed that Assistant 
Protectors should be permitted to 
dispense rewards in food and clothing for 
the encouragement of industry and good 
conduct. Further orders were:  “to acquire 
a personal knowledge of the natives, a 
working familiarity of their land, language 
and to make them happy with occasional 
gifts - but no liquor.”                                                                                                               
In the early days Thomas had enough 
supplies to use food as rewards for 
learning the alphabet and attending 
Church services. There are wonderful 
descriptions of his going hunting with the 
men, of his attempts to convert them to 
Christianity. He translated the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Creed and much more into 
their language, and, although at first the 
women were not allowed to attend the 
services, later they all joined in though for 
some time the women had to face 
backwards! There is a moving description 
of the Bonurong singing the Hallelujah 
Chorus. Even if the Christian message 
was not always absorbed, the music 
gave great delight. 
Within a month Thomas had been 
ordered to return to Melbourne by the 
Chief Protector.                
 This was to be the pattern for the whole 
of his time on the Peninsula. He was 
summonsed to provide monthly 
summaries, reports of births, the sick and 
deaths, also detailed annual reports. 
These official records and his private 
accounts provided a unique window on 
events. To report could be a difficult 
journey, complicated by flooded creeks 
and the bullocks becoming stuck in mud 
with much unloading and reloading of the 
dray.                                                                                                                       
In November Thomas writes: “this makes 
the fourth time I have been asked to 
return to Melbourne”.           
A manufacturing industry on the 
Mornington Peninsula was a successful 
plan adopted at Arthurs Seat. Thomas 
proposed instead of throwing whole 
bodies of animals in the fire the Bonurong 
could skin them and sell their skins. The 
women, who were seen daily making 
baskets, could sell these, plus hats and 
watch pockets for which Mrs Thomas 
would supply a pattern. The plan was to 
feed the people. All adults on the station 
were given daily rations - 1 pint (sic) of 
flour/rice, 2 ounces sugar - and extra for 
 those who laboured.                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Port Phillip Protectorate lasted just ten 
years, 1839-1849. This fascinating book, 
available in hard copy or online from ANU, 
and compiled by ethno historian Marie Fels, 
tells of the attempt to establish a 
Protectorate for the Melbourne and 
Mornington Peninsula Aborigines, with the 
aim of preventing a repeat of the destruction 
of the Aboriginal people as had happened in 
Van Diemen’s Land. By the time William 
Thomas was given the task of an Assistant 
Protector, the aborigines had had contact 
with Batman and the early settlers, and had 
had a relatively harmonious relationship, 
with freedom to camp and hunt in the 
Melbourne Town vicinity where they 
congregated with many other tribes. Marie 
Fels has based this work on the personal 
diaries and letters of William Thomas who 
was answerable to Chief Protector G.W. 
Robinson – ‘a vain, mean man’ - and 
Governor La Trobe, who in turn was 
answerable to George Gipps, the Governor 
of the Colony of NSW.  
In 1839 orders came from the Governor La 
Trobe that: “no Aboriginal Blacks of the 
Mornington Peninsula are to visit the 
Township of Melbourne under any pretext 
whatsoever”.                                                                         
Thomas was a man of strong religious 
conviction, with genuine affection of his 
charges, His beliefs played an important part 
in his stewardship. Thomas’ orders were find 
a suitable site on the Mornington Peninsula 
for a reservation for the Bonurong* people.                                                          
Exploratory trip by Thomas over the 
Peninsula: “I traversed for four days almost 
every mountain, hill and dale... saw at least 
500 kangaroo tracks. The country is rich and 
good, and if water were plentiful, doubt not 
that squatters would find their way hither.”                                                                     
Three sites were chosen:                                                                                                                            
Tubberabbabel: now in private land off Old 
Mornington Road, was the site selected by 
Thomas for his headquarters. His son 
describes the settlement: “we built a house, 
wind and weather tight, warm and 
comfortable, out of materials altogether 
found on the ground, ably assisted by the 
blacks. They cut and ring barked the timber 
then helped with the plastering. Father made 
it an invariable practice to pay them for their 
work, rewarding them with Tea, Sugar, Flour 
or Tobacco. We had encamped near us 
about 130 natives, many children romping. 
Daily, women went out with their Merriny 
sticks to dig roots, and generally brought 
back a full bag. The game is plentiful”. 
Kangerong, identified as being at the 
flyover of the Nepean Highway over the 
Freeway, was the site for the Protectorate’s 
second station. Buckermitterwarrer, 
adjacent to the Dromana Drive-in, was the 
site for the third station.                                                                                                                                             
 

 

For this edition Jill Phillips invited Pip Bundred, an occasional 
writer for Hill n Ridge, to review a book about the Aboriginal 
Protectorate on the Mornington Peninsula, 1839-1849. 
 
 

‘I Succeeded Once’ - Marie Hansen Fels  
 

 23 May 1840                                                                                                       
Thomas was pleased to forward to 
Melbourne the first fruits of aboriginal 
manufacturing - 17 skins and seven baskets. 
The money, if saleable, would help to defray 
the costs of supplies granted to them. Articles 
for sale were sold at public auction. 

 Chief Protector Robinson continually found 
fault - supplying natives rations was unsuited 
to the state of the savages and induced 
‘vassalage’. They must be Christianised and 
civilisation will follow. The British government 
was still insisting that the tribes be allowed to 
continue their traditional way of life. This was 
becoming increasingly difficult, a paucity of 
kangaroo and possum, and land where they 
hunted was rapidly being subdivided for 
European settlement. Described as ‘benign 
but ineffective’ Thomas was hamstrung by 
the lack of funds and support which was 
frustrating to the Bonurong too, However, his 
personal diary notes and interesting 
biographies of many of the tribesmen 
suggest that he treated his charges fairly and 
honestly There were only four instances of 
gratuitous violence during his time, and they 
were the result of wounded feelings.                                                                                         
Historian Derek Mulvaney wrote:                                                                                              
“William Thomas concentrated on the 
practical tasks of keeping them alive....was 
more successful than any other first 
generation settler in attempting to 
comprehend and sustain Aboriginal society. 
His charges knew him as Marminata (Good 
Father), and he always administered 
indirectly through influence on their leaders. 
He had striking success in settling inter-tribal 
disputes and preventing racial strife. His 
bravery and moral courage were undoubted, 
but his advocacy of Aboriginal causes made 
him unpopular in colonial society”.                                                                                                                           
William Thomas can be left with the last 
word- “I used a discretionary power once 
and succeeded at Arthurs Seat”.  
I concur with Mulvaney’s view if his diary and 
private notes are to be relied upon. He was 
fortunate in having a supportive family 
because he had much to contend with, not 
least being the lack of help from the 
government and from Chief Protector 
Robinson. The book, however, gives a 
detailed description of daily life in the camps, 
as well as interesting biographies of many of 
the tribesmen. A wonderful read. - PB. 
 

*Footnote: William Thomas spelt it 
‘Bonurong’ in his writings, and Marie Fells 
selected this spelling for her book. The 
modern spelling is ‘Bunurong’. 

History Corner     
with Jill Phillips 

ABORIGINAL PROTECTORATE ON THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA                                                                  
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From the Lions’ Den . . .  ABORIGINAL HISTORY 
EXTRAS FROM JILL 

PHILLIPS  

The Bonurong were never granted the 
land of their choice, instead settling 
finally around Narre Warren. There is 
considerable evidence the aborigines 
were familiar with the hill country, as in 
earlier times, and hunted in the Red Hill 
area, easily accessible from Gippsland. 
Endeavour Fern Gully is located on 
traditional Bonurong land.  

Henry Tuck, the pioneer bush poet, wrote 
a poem ‘The Mendi-Mendi Woke Woke 
Creek’ (later Manton’s Creek). This was 
in the days when the Yal Yal clan had 
hardy relationships with the pioneering 
Tucks. A great grandson, the revered 
Christie Johnstone (1920 - 2019) as a 
youngster learnt from wandering hunters 
 about waterholes to fish.  
 20 January 1840 - 14 children listed at 
school included Yal Yal. There were 
genuine friendships between some 
gentlemen e.g. Henry Howard Meyrick of 
Kullurk/Coolart with high status 
Aboriginal men of Coolart e.g. Yal Yal the 
younger son of Bobbinary.                                                                                                                              
W. H. Blakeley reported that two stone 
heads were found on his land in the 
1920’s when it was being ploughed for an 
orchard (near the Red Hill Consolidated 
School.)  They were fashioned of a type 
of stone not found in the Red Hill area 
and later donated by the family to the 
Melbourne Museum. 

Acknowledgements: Marie Hansen Fels, 
Pip Bundred, Barry Wright, JP                              

LIONS PROJECTS 
Colour our Community  May-Sept 

Colour our community is on again! This is a 
collaborative project with the Red Hill 
Gardening Society. 

This year we will kick it off with a coffee and 
cake morning  on  May 15 from 10am – 
12:00 noon  at Scott House next to the Red 
Hill Recreation Reserve.  

We are inviting anyone who would like to be 
involved to register and collect some bulbs to 
plant for spring. 

Whether you need bulbs or not, please come 
along and to register your interest and meet 
other locals. 

If you have any spare bulbs and would like to 
donate them to the project, please bring 
them along. 

Community Picnic 

We are still hoping to hold a community  
Coming out of Covid  Family Picnic and 
Movie nNght in September. But as yet we do 
not have a venue. 

We were hoping to hold it at the Recreation 
Reserve but that doesn’t seem possible at 
the moment. As soon as we are able to 
confirm a venue we will let the community 
know. 

Christmas Tree Festival  

This project is still in the 
planning stages and will be a 
collaborative project between  
- Lions, 
- Red Hill Gardening Society       
- St Georges Church.  
 

Calling all craftspeople! 

Do you enjoy making 
Christmas décor? Would you be willing to 
share your skills? 

The Christmas Tree Festival will feature 
hand decorated Christmas trees and 
other Christmas decorations. 

We are seeking 

•  donations of Christmas trees, (on the 
smaller side please!) 

• community members who are willing to 
assist with this project. 

Please  contact 
lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com  

to express your interest 

Lions Eye Health  Program 
There are many facets to Lions Eye 
Health Program. 

One of these is Children’s Eye  Health 
• 1 in 5 children has an undetected vision 

problem 
• Vision problems have a profound effect 

on a child’s development including 
schooling and day to day activities. 

• You can’t hit the ball if you can’t see it! 
• Most children will accept vision 

problems and adapt to their poor vision. 
They rarely complain as they believe 
everyone sees the world like they do. 
All children should have a full eye 
examination before starting school and 
regularly as they progress through 
primary and secondary school. 

• Poor clarity or an imbalance in the 
coordination of the eyes can impact a 
child’s development 

• More than 411,000 children in Australia 
have a long-term eye disorder. Most of 
these are near or far sightedness 

 
Lions Eye health Program has a simple 
screening process which helps identify  if 
further assessment is required. 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about this program go to  https://
www.lehp.org.au   

Kiniki Stirling is this month’s recipient of 
the Kindness Matters Award. 

Kiniki was nominated by Adie Smith 
from Main Creek  Landcare.  

In her nomination Adie stated : 

In 2019 Kiniki approached the Red Hill 
Lions Club and offered, free of charge, 
her services to hold a weekly exercise 
class for the Community.  

This offer was accepted and since then 
(apart from during the Covid 19 
lockdown), Kiniki has conducted an hour 
long class comprising a mix of gentle 
stretching, strengthening, range of 
motion, balance and meditation 
exercises. The classes are innovative 
and interesting. Recently Kiniki 
introduced us to Stick Mobility, which for 
most of us is a new way of helping to 
achieve or maintain our health goals. 

This mixed gender class has attracted a 
diverse range of participants from those 
in their 60s through to 90+ year olds. 

Thanks to Kiniki's inclusive manner, her 
positive interaction and her sense of 
humour the class has a very friendly and 
happy ambience.  

We work at our own pace and Kiniki 
offers quiet encouragement about how 
we can make small improvements. She 
encourages us to work hard with the 
result that we are slowly getting 
stronger, more flexible and healthier.  

I feel confident I can speak for all those 
who attend this class in expressing our 
sincere appreciation to Kiniki for her 
skill, her deep sense of humanity and 
her kindness. 

She was surprised at a Fitness Session 
in April by the President of Red Hill 
Lions, Jenny Stidston, who presented 
her with her award. 

Thank you Kiniki, we truly appreciate 
your commitment to our community. 

KINDNESS IN ACTION 

When caring people join together, roll up 
their sleeves and take action to make 
their community better, it’s a beautiful 
thing—and an incredible feeling for 

everyone involved. 

 

RIDE FOR SIGHT 

The Red Hill Ride for Sight  

team rode  a total of  923km  

over the 4 week challenge. 

So far we have raised  $530 through 

sponsorship and we thank everyone who 

has donated. 

The Club also made a significant donation 
to the challenge  which supports  Centre fir 
Eye research through the Lions Eye Health 
Program — more information about this 
program can be found at   
 https://www.lehp.org.au/   
 

A surprised Kiniki receiving her award 

from Lions’ President Jenny Stidston 
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GOLD  SPONSORS 2020 

 

Red Hill Pharmacy 

Robert Nickels  

 B.Pharm.,   MPS 

   

Shop 7, Red Hill Village Shopping Centre 

Red Hill– Shoreham Rd 

Red Hill South 3937 

Please support your local businesses who  help make this newsletter possible. 

 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 2020 

 

Accountants and Tax Agents 

Shawne Rubinstein | Principal  

e: shawne@peninsulapartners.com.au 

m: 0404 865 279  

Sunny Ridge would like to thank you for your 

continuous support during this difficult time.  

Please check our website and socials for opening 

hour and café specials   

www.sunnyridge.com.au 

 

G.E.M. TAYLOR 

CONSTRUCTIONS 
www.gemtaylorconstructions.com.au 

Matt 0407 338 804 

Geoff 0418 328 801 


