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Hill ‘n’ Ridge  

POPULAR ART TEACHER MOURNED BY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
 

The sudden death of Ian Jarman, much loved art teacher at the Red Hill Consolidated School, sent shock 
waves through the school community just before school term began. Ian died on Sunday, January 17, from a 
suspected heart attack. He celebrated his 60th birthday last year with the school marking the occasion with 
teachers wearing party clothes for the staff photograph.  

Ian began teaching at Red Hill in 1984, after spending three years teaching in a Jewish School. In his time at 
Red Hill he was a classroom teacher, music teacher and for almost the last two decades, Ian was the 
school’s creative art teacher. 

School Principal, Gus Wettenhall, paid tribute to his respected colleague.  

“Art was Ian’s passion and he thrived in this role. He was always heavily involved in our school productions 
and special assemblies, creating amazing stage backdrops, props and costumes with the students. He also 
helped with our school band and played the piano or guitar every week at all our assemblies and special 
services. He brought and shared his love for animals into our school and with 
our students, caring for lambs, pigs and all sorts of other creatures in his 
classrooms,” Gus said. 

Looking back over his 37 years at the school he is remembered by colleagues 
and students for his participation in special events. An example of this was 
when he created enormous replicas of the Sydney Opera House and the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge for the 2000 Sydney Olympics Opening Ceremony. He 
loved dressing up for these events and for whole school dress up days. There 
are stories of Ian dressing up as his favourite Abba member, Agnetha, and as 
Jack from Jack and the Beanstalk.  

Ian was also heavily involved in the school’s annual Art Red Hill exhibition, 
working with local artists and developing student art work displays. Local artist, 
Michael Leeworthy, worked with Ian on the Art Red Hill exhibitions for many 
years. 

“Ian went from music teacher to art 
teacher. He was great with the kids at 
both. I personally worked in the class 
room with him several times. A true 
gentleman and very generous,” 
Michael said. 

Continuing his tribute Gus Wettenhall 
said: “He was loved by every student 
for being such a creative, caring and gentle man. Our staff will 
remember Ian for his humour, kindness and fun. We all have such 
fond memories of him and he will be missed enormously by our 
entire school community. Outside of the school he was the loving 
father of three children. He had beautiful relationships with all three 
and spoke of them always. More recently, Ian became a 
grandfather. His eyes would light up with pride when he proudly 
showed everyone pictures of his grandchildren”. 

A service to celebrate Ian’s life attracted a huge gathering at the 
Red Hill Recreation Reserve on Friday, January 29.                     
His Facebook page carries many heartfelt tributes from parents 
and community members. Deadline  for Issue 74 
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In the early days the new Main Creek 
Landcare committee, under the 
chairmanship of Daniel Brindley, pored 
over maps of historical and current 
vegetation types present in the catchment 
and were dismayed by the loss of 
vegetation and animals which had been 
indigenous to the Peninsula. Although two 
significant bushland remnants were 
‘protected’ as State Park at Arthurs Seat 
and National Park at Greens Bush to 
Bushrangers Bay, these remnants were 
vulnerable to weed invasion and harboured 
feral predators (foxes, cats) and invaders 
such as rabbits, deer and wild pigs. Wide 
gaps between remnants of bushland on 
public and private land seriously threatened 
the long-term survival of indigenous 
species, especially terrestrial species such 
as lizards, antechinus, sugar gliders, 
wallabies, echidnas and bandicoots. Bernie 
endorsed the solution of establishing 
corridors of vegetation or biolinks on private 
land to reconnect these remnants, whether 
along creek lines or cross-country. 

“When Tom Orr succeeded Daniel Brindley 
he brought a vigorous ‘can do’ approach 
and as we connected with other Landcare 
groups such as Dunns Creek and Mantons 
and Stony Creeks, we recognised that 
organisational challenges were common," 
she said.  

Acting on this, Bernie suggested securing a 
Landcare Facilitator for the Mornington 
Peninsula; someone who might assist the 
groups individually and guide them into 
closer collaboration and possibly even 
establish a Network. This suggestion was 
seized and Bernie was instrumental in 
obtaining funds for this position and 
together with David Maddocks she 
negotiated with the Shire to host the 
position. Landcare was fortunate to recruit 
Dr Jacqueline Salter who started in early 
2012.  

"Jacqui was a treasure indeed," Bernie 
said.  

With Bernie’s strong support, the 
Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network 
came into being in 2014 with David 
Maddocks as Chairperson and Bernie as 
Secretary, transforming the scale and 
effectiveness of Landcare projects. Jacqui 
inspired the formation of new Landcare 
groups and re-invigorated old ones, while 

When interested locals gathered in 2005 to initiate the setting 
up of a Main Creek Catchment Landcare group it was hard to 
find someone as Secretary. Dr Bernie Schedvin volunteered, 
on an interim basis. Fifteen years later she retired.  

During her time as secretary Bernie reshaped Landcare on the 
Peninsula, her drive and commitment quietly contributing to it 
becoming the stronger more successful organisation it is 
today. 

She looks back on people she's worked with and reflects on 
the achievements of the Landcare team with satisfaction. Not 
one for the limelight herself Bernie’s emphasis is always on 
‘the team’. 

“There is something special about those who volunteer to help 
‘care for the land’. Their passion for the natural environment is 
both altruistic and focussed on the bigger long-term picture for 
the benefit of other species and future generations,” Bernie 
said. 

drawing all the groups into closer 
cooperation. 

 During 2012, an early ‘biolink’ created on 
private land highlighted to Main Creek 
Landcare the need for strategic design to 
achieve effective linkages. With Bernie's 
guidance the committee began to explore 
ways in which this might be achieved. 
Resourcing such projects was a challenge. 
The Devilbend Foundation met the 
challenge and secured a substantial grant 
from the Natural Resources Conservation 
League to support a pilot biolink project. In 
2015 the newly-established Mornington 
Peninsula Landcare Network received 
funding for the five-year ‘Linking the 
Mornington Peninsula Landscape’ project, 
which supported the planning of linkages 
across the Peninsula, catchment by 
catchment - skilfully steered by Michele 
Sabto and Jacqui Salter. Private landholders 
were invited to host corridors of indigenous 
vegetation on their land or agree to 
protection and rehabilitation of existing 
remnants on their land. This huge project 
rose to a whole new level, particularly in 
2017, when funding through ‘Our 
Catchments, Our Communities’ to the 
Mornington Peninsula Landcare Network 
supported implementation of an ambitious 
linkage between Arthurs Seat State Park in 
the north and Greens Bush in the south.  

When Michelle Stacey succeeded Tom Orr 
as Chairperson in 2017, she brought with 
her five generations of farming experience in 
Flinders plus extensive experience of 
environmental land management including 
weed control in other parts of Australia.     

A focus on the problem of weeds took on a 
new urgency when it was recognised that a 
New Zealand weed Karamu (Coprosma 
robusta) had invaded roadsides and 
properties in the Flinders area and was 
threatening flora in the National Park. If 
unchecked, over time this weed establishes 
monocultures, outcompeting and killing 
indigenous plants.  Michelle enlisted the 
support of local residents of Meakins Road 
to support Landcare’s efforts to tackle the 
problem head-on.  

With the aid of a succession of grants - 
applied for by Bernie - thousands of hours of 
volunteer labour by Landcare and local 
residents, Green Army and Shire 
contributions and the sheer determination of 

Michelle and other dedicated members of 
the Landcare team, an amazing 
transformation of the local roadsides was 
realised. 

“Eternal vigilance will be required to keep the 
Karamu at bay and to ensure it does not 
invade and dominate other parts of the 
Mornington Peninsula.  Michelle’s dynamism 
and ability to inspire others to share her 
vision of what is possible and achievable are 
taking Landcare into new partnerships which 
expand both the meaning of local 
‘community’ and of ‘Landcare’,” Bernie 
explained.  

Jacqui Salter has high praise for Bernie. 
“Bernie understands the importance of 
‘people’ in Landcare. She recognises that 
community groups would be nothing without 
the people, and her friendly and welcoming 
nature underpins the success of Landcare 
on the Peninsula. Her Landcare group, Main 
Creek Catchment, is one of the most popular 
and successful groups. It has achieved some 
fabulous on-ground work, including 
restoration along Old Main Creek Road, 
Meakins Road, Macphersons Lane and 
Baldrys Road as part of the ‘Greens Bush to 
Arthurs Seat Biolink’. Bernie is the epitome 
of integrity. She is one of the most 
thoughtful, kind and generous people I know. 
She is my greatest champion and mentor,” 
Jacqui said. 

The committee of her Landcare group echo 
Jacqui's comments acknowledging the 
privilege it has been to be guided by such an 
extraordinary, wise, hard-working, 
empathetic, unassuming and giving person. 
They say Bernie has a way of quietly 
encouraging everyone to do their best. In 
retiring from the position of Secretary she 
has left very large shoes to fill - currently 
being filled by four people.  

 Characteristically, Bernie has a positive 
message for the way forward. “On the 
Mornington Peninsula we face particular 
challenges as many landholders have little 
experience of farming and sometimes little 
interest in the environment. But the land still 
cries out for care.  In this situation the 
potential for constructive conservation offers 
a win-win for both the environment and the 
landholder with tangible benefits for local 
flora and fauna and future generations,” she 
concluded.- RB. 

LANDCARE CHAMPION LEAVES HER MARK 

As well as attending to the administrative and organisational 
work Bernie (foreground) liked the Landcare hands-on work. 
Here she is happily planting out on a new biolink. 
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Red Hill Ward News 

Cr David Gill,  Red Hill Ward Councillor, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 

At the start of this four year term, as 
your elected advocate for Red Hill 
Ward, I would like your feedback on 
the issues of most concern to you. 

These may include: 

• Covid 19 recovery 

• Storm water run off 

• Community engagement 

• The Mobile library bus 

• Stage 4 Heritage Review 

• Community priority projects 

• Road Safety 

• Roadside vegetation issues 
 
• Walking tracks 
 
Of course there are many other matters 
that you may wish to discuss. 

• I am pursuing a possible Community 

Hub in the Red Hill area through grant 
opportunities. 

• The state of the oval  at the Red Hill 

Recreation Reserve is causing much 
concern. After many attempts to provide 
bore water there has been no success so 
far. 

• Traffic Flow relief at the markets may 

 Stewart Westle, well-known Red Hill 
resident and artist is the newest member 
of the Red Hill Lions Club. In November 
Stewart and his wife Wendy took a trailer 
load of plants for distribution to residents 
of Mallacoota.  

Now he is busy with his next art 
exhibition titled ‘Walk with Me’ opening 
at Manyung Gallery’s Art and Design 
space, 6/35 Progress Street, Mornington 
on Saturday, March 20 from 11am to 
4pm. 

The exhibition celebrates an appreciation 
of his local environment. 

“As a boy I loved family holidays at 
Somers and having lived in Red Hill for 
40 years I have grown to appreciate the 
diverse beauty of Mornington Peninsula’s 
environment more and more,” he said. 

“The Covid lockdown in 2020 reminded 
me not to take any of my good fortune for 
granted. Artists like to travel to new 
territory to paint new subjects, but for me 
the imposition of only being allowed to 
travel five kilometres from home turned 
out to be a benefit. It forced me to look 
closer to home. For example, going just 

QUARRY PROPOSAL DESERVES OUR ATTENTION 
In light of recent heightened community interest in a proposal by Hillview Quarries to undertake future quarrying operations at its 
site in Boundary Road, Dromana, previously the Pioneer quarry, Hill n Ridge offered the proponents and opponents of the 
proposal the opportunity to put their case. 

Hillview describes the proposal as a ‘relocation’ of their quarrying operations. The opponents, Peninsula Preservation Group, 
disagree, claiming that it is a ‘new’ quarry. Readers will have to make their own judgement.  

The proposal is currently the subject of an Environment Effects Statement (EES), a State Government process examining all the 

issues involved. 

Hillview Quarries is owned by the Ross Trust, an organisation with a 50-year record of philanthropic contributions to enterprises on 

the Mornington Peninsula, marking it as a significant community member. The Ross Trust’s image suffered a few years ago when 

it proposed the former quarry hole could be used for a landfill tip, a proposal that aroused substantial community opposition and 

failed to gain approval from authorities. 

In allocating equal space to both parties, the newsletter aims to acquaint the community with the issues involved in order to inform 

their own decisions. The newsletter does not intend to maintain a running coverage of this matter. Most likely we will return to it 

later in the year when the Environmental Effects Statement has been completed. 

Hill n Ridge offered both sides the choice of being interviewed or writing their own contribution. Hillview Quarries CEO, Paul Nitas, 

chose to be interviewed by our feature writer, Rob Barfus.  

Mark Fancett, President of the Peninsula Preservation Group, submitted the text putting the case against the proposal. - Ed. 

See pages 4 and 5 

be around the corner. There is a 
request for approval from the Lions 
Volunteer Traffic and parking managers 
to allow Arkwells Lane to open onto 
Whitehill Road on Market days. 

• The State Government is causing 

great concern as an options paper on 
the Green Wedge contemplate so 
called transition zones into Green 
Wedge Zone. 
It is another strategy to circumnavigate 
our urban growth boundaries around 
our Villages. 

                                                            
Cr David Gill – 0437 129 016.  

david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

‘WALK WITH ME’ - LOCAL ARTIST’S EXHIBITION INVITES  
down the road every week, for six weeks, 
to paint a quarry in Eatons Cutting 
allowed me to see different flowers each 
time”.  

A feature of this exhibition is his creation 
of a set of five companion works, with 
seven paintings in each set, connecting 
eight spots along the Westernport Bay 
coastline from Sandy Point to West 
Head. He says that experiencing the 
serenity and peacefulness of walking 
these beaches and doing his pencil 
sketches was an absolute privilege.  

“Every point along this coastline is similar 
and yet very different. It is fascinating to 
see how the view of Phillip Island in the 
distant background changes from each 
vantage point. Contrast this experience 
with the wild and rugged back beach at 
Flinders,” he said. 

Stewart hopes that his friends who have 
seen his work over the years will see 
something different here. 

“If the Covid experience has taught me 
anything, it is that there is no place like 
home,” he said. 

On Saturday, March 27 the exhibition 
will move to Flinders Manyung Gallery 
at 1/37 Cook Street and remain there 
until April 6. For a Preview Catalogue 
contact 
Brogan@manyunggallery.com.au or 
phone 0408 903515. 
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‘QUARRY RELOCATION AN OPPORTUNITY NOT A 
THREAT’ - Hillview CEO says 

Traffic volumes 

Increased traffic is another hot issue, 
especially along Boundary Road. 

“During the construction phase to 
bring the Boundary Road quarry 
back on-stream, there will be an 
increase in traffic volumes but once 
construction is completed, traffic will 
be much the same as it is at present. 
Interestingly, trucks using the 
present quarry road create more 
noise for adjacent neighbouring 
residences because of the 
steepness on the entry roadway – 
low gear going uphill, engine braking 
going down – whereas the Boundary 
Road entry is flat and further away 
from the built-up residential area,” he 
explained. 

   
 Reality checks 

Finally, Paul invited a couple of 
reality checks. 

“The Mornington Peninsula Shire, is 
our third biggest customer and the 
material we supply is for roads, 
shoulders and unsealed roads 
around the shire. Some 80% of the 
material extracted is used on the 
Peninsula; it supplies premix 
concrete outlets for housing slabs, 
footpaths, schools, commercial 
developments, road pavements and 
various utilities just to name a few. 
Our second largest customer group 
is the cash sales customers, the 
many small to large loads that go to 
private residences, farms, vineyards, 
and those seeking highly desired 
landscaping materials”. 

“Ours is a very special business, 
being owned by a philanthropic trust 
that turns our profits into grants for 
Victorians totalling $139 million to 
date. We are proud of our record as 
a responsible neighbour for 53 years 
and we intend to go on being so well 
into the future. I encourage the 
community to stay fully informed and 
get the real facts before making 
judgement, especially as the project 
will continue to evolve during the 
EES process,” he concluded. 

Author’s Note: My frank interview 
with Paul Nitas ranged over many 
issues not addressed above. Given 
limited space, we agreed that this 
report would concentrate on those 
areas most likely to raise community 
concern: rehabilitation or 
repurposing, removal of vegetation 
and noise, dust and traffic. – RB. 

Paul Nitas is in the hot seat. As the 
CEO for Hillview Quarries, he is 
steering the process, which he 
describes as a relocation of their 
quarrying operations, so the Ross 
Trust can continue to operate into 
the future. And there is no shortage 
of community opposition. ‘QUARRY 
OFF’ signs are common around 
Dromana and beyond. He knows 
that some opponents will never 
change their view, particularly near 
neighbours. 

There is no guarantee that the 
State Government’s rigorous 
Environment Effects Statement 
(EES) –being undertaken with 
scientific and social investigations – 
will support the proposal enough to 
win government approval. But if it 
does, Paul Nitas hopes that the 
community will accept that the 
issues associated with the proposal 
have been fully considered and 
tested. And he also hopes that 
there will be some in the community 
that might join him with the planning 
for rehabilitating or repurposing the 
operating quarry in Hillview Quarry 
Drive, when it closes. 

“To meet modern community 
expectations, rehabilitation plans 
must be more dynamic and 
community minded than they were 
30 years ago. With imagination, 
community leadership and 
involvement, there is a real 
opportunity to make this 
rehabilitated or repurposed area 
into something that will enhance the 
escarpment and create linkages 
that allows public use and enhance 
tourism to the area,” he said. 

Positive track record 

“I know there are those who want to 
mark us down for the landfill 
proposal. So, to build confidence in 
what we do, we followed the EES 
pathway which is the Government’s 
most rigorous, detailed and 
scientifically-based assessment. I 
believe our positive track record of 
53 years of operating safely in 
supplying the Peninsula with the 
bulk of its rock and gravel needs as 
well as the use of 100% of the 
quarry’s generated profits in 
supporting a wide range of charities 
and community organisations is 
admirable. Relocating some 800-
850m is not a very different 
proposition and there’s nothing 
‘new’ about restarting at an existing 
quarry,” he said. 

He also cites evidence to support 
the bona fides of the Ross Trust, 
the owner of Hillview Quarries. The 
1984 gifting of land previously held 
by the Parkdale Estates/Ross 
Trust (i.e. the land between both 
quarries) to The Conservation 
Trust, now Trust for Nature, 
significantly added to the size of 
the Arthurs Seat State Park.  Since 
2012, various grants have been 
issued to the value of $60,000 to 
the Habitat Restoration Fund for 
environmental improvements in the 
Arthurs Seat State Park. In total, 
over the last 50 years, the Ross 
Trust and Hillview Quarries 
combined have distributed $19 
million to charitable and local 
community organisations on the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

 No clear felling 

Relocation to the Boundary Road 
site (the former Pioneer quarry) 
also involves starting the process 
of final rehabilitation at the present 
quarry which is located near the 
densely populated residential area 
of Dromana. The Boundary Road 
site, purchased by the Ross Trust 
in 1999, has an area of 17 
hectares which is already disturbed 
by previous quarrying. The 
proposed quarrying expansion 
would add an additional 18 
hectares. 

“There are claims being made that 
bushland would be clear-felled. Not 
true. Clearing will be done in 
stages – small parcels of land are 
to be cleared. As new areas are 
opened up, areas that have been 
quarried will be progressively 
rehabilitated. The faces of the 
quarry hole will be shaped and 
sloped to allow replanting,” he 
said. 

“At our current site, the crushing 
plant is out in the open. At the 
Boundary Road quarry, the 
crushing plant will be fully enclosed 
so noise and dust will be 
minimised,” he said. “We have all 
the appropriate controls for 
managing dust. We have long 
serving employees here with 40 
years of service. Each employee is 
independently health tested every 
two years, and there has never 
been a case of silicosis at our 
operation”. 
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A NEW QUARRY ON ARTHURS SEAT?  

‘IT’S UNTHINKABLE’ - says Peninsula Preservation Group  

 

Plans by The Ross Trust, via 
Hillview Quarries, to build a 
massive open cut mine on Arthurs 
Seat simply don’t stack up, no 
matter how hard they try to spin it. 

We’ll go into the detail shortly – 
and we appreciate the opportunity 
to confirm the facts - – but let’s not 
forget the big picture. 

This proposal is simply 
unthinkable.  

This is a plan to open an industrial-
sized quarry smack-bang between 
two sections of State Park. 

A quarry is by definition an open 
cut mine. This one has the 
potential to be biggest that the 
Mornington Peninsula has ever 
seen: their formal proposal 
includes a request to remove up to 
94 acres of remnant bushland, the 
equivalent of 21 MCGs.  

The mine seeks to blast and gouge 
up to a million tonnes of rock out of 
the side of Arthurs Seat each year 
for up to 70 years. This means 
operating until virtually the end of 
the century. 

It is a plan that would destroy a 
critical wildlife corridor that is home 
to an irreplaceable koala, bird and 
small mammal habitat, including a 
large number of threatened and 
regional significant species. 

At any size, it will inflict a scar on 
Arthurs Seat that everyone will see 
as they enter our region and will 
create dust, noise and truck traffic 
on an unprecedented scale. Not 
exactly helpful for our tourism 
industry, already struggling to 
recover from the devastation of 
COVID. 

Finally, its proposed boundary is 
about 800 metres from Red Hill 
Consolidated School and an early 
childhood learning centre. Do we 
really want to subject our kids to 
increased levels of dust, noise and 
vibration? 

The facts are clear.  

This is a new quarry 

The Ross Trust and Hillview like to 
claim this is not a new quarry. 
They say there are already two 

quarries in Dromana and this is 
simply a case of re-opening an old 
one. This is deliberately 
misleading. 

The simple fact is, there is no 
operating quarry in the area of 
Arthurs Seat that is the subject 
of The Ross Trust and Hillview’s 
application.  

The application includes two 
parcels of land. One of those 
includes an old quarry, Pioneer, 
which was closed down almost 25 
years ago because it ran out of 
rock. The other parcel of land is 
remnant vegetation and has never 
been quarried.  

The Ross Trust plans to start a new 
quarry, using the old quarry as its 
base, to mine the neighbouring 
untouched site. The part of Arthurs 
Seat that will be mined is old 
growth bushland.  

It’s simple: this is a new quarry 
that seeks to destroy remnant 
bushland. 

Size doesn’t matter 

While The Ross Trust’s formal 
application seeks to clear up to 
94-acres of remnant bushland 
(for a new quarry up to 107-acres 
and 190-metres deep), it’s 
common for mining companies 
to ask for a bigger site than they 
expect to have approved, then 
work backward.     

The Ross Trust may well release a 
smaller pit design than their original 
application and then downplay the 
potential impact. 

The trouble with this ploy is, the 
Arthurs Seat escarpment, and the 
land they want to mine, is an area 
of increasingly rare and precious 
biodiversity. A quarry of any size 
on this site will mean bulldoze 
remnant, old growth, trees and 
destroying that important wildlife 
corridor.  

Just 30% of the Mornington 
Peninsula’s remnant vegetation is 
still intact with 60% of this on 
private land. Given we’re in a 
climate, extinction and biodiversity 
crisis, conservation of high value 
habitat and species must be our 
immediate, collective priority.  

This quarry is not needed 

A recent State Government report 
identified Victoria’s projected need 
for extractive resources: the 
Mornington Peninsula wasn’t even 
in the top 15 locations. 
There are larger reserves closer to 
the areas of surging demand and 
don’t require large scale clearance 
of native, old growth, bushland. 
This government report disproves, 
in black and white, Hillview’s claim 
that the quarry "will be important to 
fulfilling the state’s growing 
demand for stone for building and 
construction" and that it is a 
"project of state significance." We 
call on them to be truthful on this 
point.  

Jobs 

Hillview also claims the new quarry 
is needed to protect jobs, yet their 
application says they only expect it 
to support 35 jobs. The potential 
impact of an industrial quarry on 
our tourism sector is a much bigger 
concern. Hillview can afford to care 
for their people without having to 
open a new quarry.  

What price philanthropy? 

Both the Ross Trust and Hillview 
claim this new quarry is needed so 
the Trust can continue its 
philanthropic work. Did you know 
the Ross Trust already has more 
than $60 million in investments 
and assets? Given that their 
mission is to protect and preserve 
biodiversity, and their benefactor 
R.E. Ross asked them to invest in 
the ‘acquisition, maintenance and 
preservation of national or public 
parks’, we’re calling on them to 
stop acting like a mining company 
and find a cleaner, greener 
investment strategy.  

Our community and hundreds of 
thousands of visitors know that this 
is a special place. Let’s keep it that 
way for our children and the 
generations to come.  

 

For more info, visit          

         www.savearthursseat.com 
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ORCHARD COTTAGE 

ROSES 
 

Potted Roses available now. 

• Old fashioned 

• Modern and Climbers 

• David Austins 

201 Tucks Road. Main Ridge  

5989 6265     

Open Thurs – Sun or by appointment 

Between the months of February and 
October 2021, Ambulance Victoria will be 
returning to actively engage with all local 
community groups, business, schools and 
Kindergartens to teach and empower our 
locals to know what to do when someone 
nearby has a cardiac arrest.  

This includes the community being able to:  

• Identify the signs of cardiac arrest.  

• Learning the three simple steps of CPR, 
Call-Push-Shock. 

• Identify where AEDs are in the local 
community and where possible, make 
AEDs publicly accessible.  

• Sign up local community members to 
GoodSAM.  

Why?  

A cardiac arrest occurs when the heart 
suddenly stops and immediate action is 
critical to save a life. We know that for 
every minute without life-saving 
intervention, a person’s chance of survival 
decreases by 10%.  

We want to engage and empower the 
community to help increase a person’s 
chance of survival. In addition, the 
GoodSAM app alerts nearby local 
responders to the person experiencing a 
cardiac arrest so they can start CPR and 
apply an AED while the ambulance is on 
its way.  

Our Red Hill and surrounds community is 
a vital part of the chain of survival and 
engaging the community through the 
Heart Safe Communities Project can 
improve bystander intervention rates and 
increase survival rates for out of hospital 
cardiac arrest until an Ambulance can 
arrive – our regional location means a 
quick response from an Ambulance is 
unlikely.  

Amelia is a Paramedic with 14 years of 
experience living in Merricks North. She is 
also a GoodSam responder with personal 
stories of success and understands the 
limits of the geography of the region, and 

long drive times for the Ambulance Service 
to reach our Community. As a local she has 
engaged with many clubs, groups, business 
and the school and is aware of the lack of 
access to AED and confidence in bystander 
CPR in a timely manner to respond – she 
has taken on the role as Project Leader for 
this community initiative as education and 
empowerment are fundamental to the 
success and growth of our community.  

If you, or someone you know has 
connections with a community group, street 
group, walking group food group, book club, 
gardening group – any form of group!!  
Please don’t hesitate to email Amelia as 
she will organise to come to you for a quick 
presentation and session – lasting only an 
hour –  bring partners and children of all 
ages, make it a social event (within Covid 
requirements) She’d really like a diverse 
group to be confident in this skill with 
absolutely no experience is required, 
though those of us in the community who 
are trained are asked to come along 
anyway to register as a local responder and 
learn about the GoodSAM responder 
program.  

Much more information will be available in 

these sessions with plenty of time to answer 
questions. 

The regions we are focusing on are: 

Merricks, Merricks North, Red Hill, Red Hill 
South, Point Leo, Shoreham, Flinders, Main 
Ridge and Arthurs Seat.  

heartsafemorningtonpeninsula@ambulance.vic.gov.au  
Instagram@heartsafemorningtonpeninsula 
#callpushshock 

In January Sheepwash Creek Catchment 
Landcare group  offered a hike to anyone 
keen to see where our landcare group has 
been working in the Arthurs Seat State 
Park.  

We ran 2 hikes due to quite a number of 
people who were keen to come. If you 
would like to join a hike please email 
sheepwashcreek@mplandcare.org.au  

Hikes run on a Saturday morning from 9:30 
for about 3 hours or on request. Looking 
forward to sharing this special area with 
you. 

Michelle de la Coeur 

HEART SAFE COMMUNITY  PROGRAM RETURNS 

Help Needed at Presentation 
Family Centre 

Presentation Family Centre (“PFC” - 
presentationfamilycentre.org.au)  is 
looking for volunteers to help improve 
our garden.  We hope to have enough 
volunteers to establish a regular 
gardening group.   PFC is a not for profit 
organisation that provides low-cost 
holidays and programs for families and 
carers.  We have six houses co-located 
on Balnarring Beach Rd.  If you would 
like to see the property and talk about 
being involved, please email Rachel 
Connor at manager@pfc.org.au or 
info@pfc.org.au.  Enquiries can be 
made to 5983 1819 or 0459 333 301.  

LANDCARE  WALKS 

PROVE POPULAR 

Australian Plants Society  
Mornington Peninsula 

                

Saturday 1 May 2021 

10.00am – 3.30pm 

Seawinds, Purves Rd,  

Arthurs Seat State Park,  

Featuring local and regional  

growers of native plants 

Enquiries to 0428 284 974 
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 Main Creek 

Adie Smith 

adriennemjs@bigpond.com 

0438877780 

 Mantons Creek 

David Maddocks 

david.maddocks@bigpond.com                    

5989 6212  

 Red Hill South 

Geoff White  

gr.white@bigpond.net.au  

0400 989 150 
 Dunn’s Creek 

Roger Stuart-Andrews   

info@dunnscreek.com.au 

5989 2011 
 Sheepwash Creek 

Michelle de la Coeur  

mdelacoeur@gmail.com 

0419 579 277 

 PROBUS   

 Arthurs Seat 
Kerri Flockart 

0408 360 944 Meets 10am  
2nd Friday Main Ridge 

 Main Ridge 
Mervyll Reid 

 Meets 9am  
1st Friday Main Ridge 

Red Hill 
Val Lardy  

val.lardy@gmail.com 
Meets Main Ridge 4th Tues 
0418 143 856 

SPORTING CLUBS  

 Bowls & Petanque 
 Main Ridge  

Robert Hudson 

robert.hudson45@gmail.com 

 
0423 704 185 

 Cricket  Main Ridge  
  John McEncroe 

john.mcencroe@bigpond.com 

0418335761 

 Cricket  Red Hill 
Club Room 

ken@excelpacific.com.au 
5989 2500  

 Football  Red Hill 
Club Rooms 
Kim  Sherry  

redhillfc.vcfl.com.au 
5989 2500 
0417 125 143 

 Junior Football  
 Red Hill  

Darren Morgan 

www.redhilljfc.net 
 
0425 791 870  

 Tennis Main Ridge 
Marie Louise Hekel 

 Night Tennis: 
 Anne Thomas 

  
tennismainridge@gmail.com 

  
5989 6128 / 0408 382 453 

 Tennis  Red Hill 
Adrian Clarkson 

 

redhilltennisclub@gmail.com 
Club House   
5989 2642 / 0414598923 

RECREATIONAL  /  LIFESTYLE CLUBS   

 Gardening Society 
 Red Hill         Ann Hull 

rhgs@rhgs.com.au 
www.rhgs.com.au 

 MP Alpaca Breeders 
David Daddo  

5989 2866   

 Peninsula Music 
 Society David Fickling 

pmsmusic.asn.au 
9789 8392 

 Seawinds Nursery 
 Volunteers Kathy Wyatt 

5987 3093 (Mon am) 
Meets Mondays 9:00am 

COMMUNITY  / SERVICE  CLUBS 

 Red Hill Community 
 Assoc.  Kerry Watson 

redhillcommunityassociation@gm

ail.com  0415 514  440 

 Dromana & District 
 Historical Society 

Jean Rotherham 

dromanahs@gmail.com 
5981 9119 

 Lions Club Red Hill 
Bambi Blizzard 

Meets 2nd Monday 
Scott House   0408314800 

 Opportunity Shop 
 Red Hill  Robyn Allan  

redhillopshop@gmail.com  
5988 0486. 

 Red Hill Show info@redhillshow.com.au 
5989 2357 

 St  Georges Anglican 
 Church 

Revd Fiona Goy  

stgeorgesredhill@gmail.com 
5981 2580 
9.30 am  Sunday  
9am EveryWednesday   
 

 Scouts Red Hill 
Yvette Richardson 

1stredhillscouts@gmail.com 

CWA   Red Hill  
Amelia Bicknell 

0414726396 
CWARedHill@yahoo.com 
 

Hill ’n’ Ridge Contact 

The cleaning of the shop – a 
heightened focus in COVID times, is 
also water based. Joe and Dee 
invested in a system that electrolyses 
water with salt and vinegar. This 
system has enabled the shop staff to 
clean and sanitise without harsh, drying 
chemicals and odours impacting staff 
and customers. The store is chemical 
free in all its cleaning. When you know 
how often people have to clean touch 
points surfaces, you can appreciate 
that an effective chemical free option is 
always going to have appeal. 

Joe freely admits that the last 12 
months have been challenging for him 
and his valued team at the Cellar and 
Pantry, but the rewards have been 
there in terms of people shopping 
locally as much as they could. He and 
his team have been appreciative of the 
support they have received and they 
are keen to continue to provide a 
unique shopping experience and to 
seek new producers.  ‘Cellar and 
Pantry’ currently stock over 800 locally 
produced items from Mornington 
Peninsula in store and want to grow 
that number. As Joe says, ‘using local 
producers keeps food miles down and 
freshness up’ and what a terrific 
approach that is to fresh food and 
supplies. Joe has also sought to stock 
the store with products that promote 
sustainability in food production. 

We can’t wait to see and hear about 
what they come up with next, and we 
wish them continued success!  If you 
are not a shopper at the Cellar and 
Pantry I highly recommend a visit there 
soon to sample the coffee, the cakes, 
the variety of products and produce, 
the service and to savour and enjoy 
every moment of the experience. 

Kerri Egan  

The owners of Red Hill’s Cellar and Pantry, 
Joe and Dee, have always had a vision of 
steering their business to have a light 
footprint on the environment.  Over the past 
18 years they have sought, and instigated 
many innovative ideas to ensure that their 
vision and aim was being met. 

The stylishly presented Grocery Store, Café, 
Bar and Post Office sits well in the busy 
environment on Shoreham Road providing 
great customer service and an extensive 
range of quality locally produced items. 
Added to that,  it is incredibly self-sufficient. 

Solar panels installed on the roof three years 
ago generate up to 55 kilowatts of power 
during the day and that more than ably looks 
after all the refrigeration for wines, beers and 
frozen foods. The solar panels also generate 
enough power for the all-important coffee 
making machines that keep everyone’s 
coffee buzz levels up.  The lighting and 
ancillary machinery are all powered by the 
panels during the day, and then switch to the 
grid at night. 

An active compost station sits at the rear of 
the store and deals with the vegetable and 
green waste from the fruit and vegetable 
section of the store. Three rotating bins allow 
the waste from the fruit and vegetable 
section to break down and the compost is 
then applied to the gardens around the store.  
(You may have wondered why everything in 
the garden looks so healthy, and now you 
know why!)  Excess greens and scraps are 
also boxed up and are provided to 
customers with egg laying chickens who 
appreciate the variety from the Cellar and 
Pantry.  Nothing is wasted. 

Beautiful Red Hill rain water is collected from 
the extensive roof area and large tanks 
house a generous supply of water to attend 
to all the shop’s needs. 

RED HILL ‘CELLAR AND PANTRY’ –  

SETTING A WHOLE NEW STANDARD! 

At the Main Creek Landcare AGM on 
Sunday 11th April Dr Amanda Jane 
Breidahl will take us on an exploration of 
the intriguing world of the Bandicoot. In 
particular she will discuss the threatening 
processes affecting endangered bandicoots 
and the possibility of returning the southern 
brown bandicoot to the Mornington 
Peninsula.   

The AGM will begin at 9.45 at the Main 
Ridge Community Hall in Main Creek Road. 
The talk will start at approximately 10.30 
am. This is a free event with refreshments 
served and open to the general public as 
well as Main Creek Landcare members.   

On Wednesday April 21st at 9.45 am, Main 
Creek Landcare is hosting a Parks Vic 
Ranger led walk through Greens Bush. All 
are welcome – meet at Baldrys Crossing, 
on Baldrys Road, Main Ridge, Wear 
suitable clothing and foot wear and bring a 
picnic lunch to enjoy back at the crossing 
afterwards.  

BANDICOOTS: COMING OR GOING? 

BANDICOOTS  - photo by Hayley Davis  

 

If you would like to join Main Creek 
Landcare and partake in some of the 
other fabulous, members-only events 
planned for this year please email 
maincreek@mplandcare.org.au 

 

Or contact Amanda Jane Breidahl on 
ajbreidahl@gmail.com 
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PAT MORRISSEY 
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING 

For all your Farming needs 

• Hay baling 

• Silage Baling & Wrapping 

• Fertiliser Spreading 

• Pasture Renovation 

• Farm Fencing 

• Livestock Care 

• Noxious Weed Spraying 

• Round Bale Cartage and Loading 

0419118737   hillbillydowns@hotmail.com 

www.patmorrissey.com.au 

Atkins Landscapes 
Professional Landscape and De-

sign  Services 
•  Specialists in paving, pool surrounds, 
retaining walls,  irrigation systems,  
garden lighting and water features 
•  All hard structural & soft landscaping 
including instant and synthetic turf, 
planting, screens and dry river- beds 

Servicing Mornington Peninsula 
 for over 25 years 

Contact:   Robert Atkins                     
      Mobile 0413 000 801 

www.atkinslandscapes.com.au 

Australian Open Trophies Visit Red Hill 

and advice from local people, the Red Hill Op 
Shop was established as a means to raise 
funds in 1983. Today the Op Shop continues 
to donate monies to the Peninsula Home 
Hospice every month and has been the 
staunchest of supporters of the Peninsula 
Home Hospice.  Auxiliaries of all 
descriptions were created along the 
Mornington Peninsula raising monies to 
establish the first palliative care unit.  
Through Carmel’s efforts and focus, Hospice 
House, offering a small range of free 
services, opened in Frankston in November 
1985.   

Carmel regularly sought the help of local 
politicians and parliamentarians for funding 
and support, and strenuously emphasised 
that often the most help that was needed,  
was at night. She highlighted that families 
regularly needed respite so they could rest, 
and then be refreshed to continue to support 
the loved one at home. In May 1986, a grant 
was provided to the Hospice from the 
Victorian Government and five Registered 
District Nurses were assigned to provide 24 
hour care for people experiencing end of life.  

Carmel travelled extensively throughout 
Victoria and interstate to find out as much as 
she could about palliative care.  She also 
used that time to continually raise awareness 
of the opportunities of at home palliative care 
and to garner further support. This was a 
task that she was exceptionally talented at,  

The extraordinary life of Mrs Carmel 
Therese Whelan, late of Red Hill, was 
celebrated at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Helpers Church in Dromana on 17 
December, 2020 where a number of loving 
tributes to her and her legacy were 
recognised and acknowledged.  Carmel, 
who turned 90 in September, passed away 
after a long illness on 6 December, 2020 
and is survived by  six of her seven children 
and their families.   

Carmel’s contribution to the Mornington 
Peninsula will be remembered well through 
the dedication and tenacity she applied to 
raising funds for the establishment of a 
hospice service in the 1980’s.  The 
Peninsula Home Hospice is situated in 
Mornington and is an amazing testament to 
her vision.  

Unfortunately, she and her family had had 
the firsthand experience of caring and 
looking after someone who had a terminal 
illness.  Carmel lost her loving husband 
Des, and father to their seven children, to 
cancer when he was in his late 50’s. 
Recognising that he would not recover, Des 
wanted to spend his last days at home in 
Red Hill near the people he loved, and who 
loved him.   Carmel was determined that 
his wishes would be met! 

During that sad time, Carmel mobilised her 
family and friends and medical 
professionals to provide the care Des 
needed 24/7 in his last months of life. She 
then vowed that she would work to ensure 
other families could have that choice during 
‘end of life’ situations.  

When Des passed away, Carmel and 
friends set about creating auxiliaries in the 
area to raise funds for the establishment of 
a hospice on the Mornington Peninsula. 
Her energy and her ability to create interest 
in this sensitive, and often difficult, subject 
in people’s lives was quite remarkable.  

Through Carmel’s energy and with help 

DEATH OF RED HILL OP SHOP AND HOME HOSPICE FOUNDER  

            - a life dedicated to fundraising and making a difference 
and the word ‘tenacious’ springs to mind 
when I think of Carmel appealing to an 
audience to support the initiatives of the 
PHH. She never wavered in her focus.  

The organisation that she was so keen to 
establish now has 45 staff members and 77 
Client Care Volunteers offering a free range 
of services to people and their families 
experiencing end of life. Their Mornington 
office, provides help to the entire 
Mornington Peninsula and they report that 
on average at any one time, they are caring 
for about 260 clients.  A referral from a 
doctor, a family member or a self-referral 
can be made to them at any time. The 
Peninsula Home Hospice is partially funded 
by the State Government but is also very 
reliant on donations. You can learn more 
about the services they offer by seeking 
information from their website. 
www.peninsulahospice.com.au 

For us at the Red Hill Op Shop, Carmel has 
been the driver of many initiatives at the Op 
Shop over the past 37 years and was 
awarded a Life Membership in 2017. When 
she was no longer able to help at the shop 
or attend the meetings, she consistently 
demonstrated a keen interest in what was 
happening every week and what else we 
could do to support Peninsula Home 
Hospice. She will be remembered fondly by 
all involved at the Op Shop for her diligence 
and her dedication to such a worthy and 
important cause.  Her focus has helped so 
many in this community, and her legacy will 
continue to enhance living on the Peninsula 
for many others in the future. 

Vale Carmel.                                                                           
                      Written by: Kerri Egan  

3 generations at Red Hill Tennis Club 

Adrian Clarkson (President RHTC),   
Jorja Clarkson & Annette Clarkson     

(Life member) 

The Australian Open Men’s & Ladies trophies were recently travelling around Victo-
ria, visiting local tennis clubs for video/photo shoots before the commencement of 
the Australian Open.   

On January 28th Red Hill Tennis Club was 
lucky to be chosen to be one of those 
ccubs and the only club on the Mornington 
Peninsula.  It was great to see so many 
members and local community at the club 
for this occasion.  

Sam Groth Australian tennis champion 
now commentator was there along with 
officials from Tennis Australia and Tennis 
Victoria. Everyone enjoyed having their 
photo taken with the trophies    and with 
Sam.  Sam also had a hit and played 
some activities with the kids. 

This was great advertising for our club and 
hopefully will bring more members into our 
club and get kids on the court playing ten-
nis.  You never know one day someone 
from our club maybe holding one of these 
trophies above their head at the end of the 
Aussie Open grand slam. 

   Adrian Clarkson 

(President RHTC) 



 

H i l l  ’ n ’  R i d g e                                                                     P a g e  9  

 

DENIS DELANEY 

A Grade Electrician 

Prompt attention to all your  

electrical needs in 

Red Hill and District 
  

Small jobs, renovations, innovative  
lighting solutions 

 0418 171829 / 5981 8129 
 

 RED HILL SPA 

www.redhillspa.com.au 

0431 573 234 

Red Hill Cherry Farm Cottage 

69 Prossors Rd, Red Hill 

spa rituals . organic facials . 

wholistic massage . body scrubs  

gift vouchers . mud wraps . deep 

tissue massage . warm oil 

yoga . hot rock . hydrotherapy  . 

beauty . hand & foot rituals 

Did you know there is a  

Licensed Social Club  

in Main Ridge? 

The MAIN RIDGE CLUB is open on 

Friday nights from 5:00 pm to 7:00 (ish) 

at 455 Main Creek Road, Main Ridge 

(Next to the Cricket and Tennis Clubs) 

Campaigning to give a voice to the 

Red Hill and Red Hill South 

communities 

 + to protect and preserve the rural character 

 to create an informed and active 

community 

 to provide a forum for community 

engagement 

 to advocate on behalf of the community 

Join RHCA today  



 

H i l l  ’ n ’  R i d g e                                                                     P a g e  1 0  

From the Lions’ Den . . .  
Thank You  

Sponsors, Advertisers 
and Supporters 

The newsletter sponsors, advertisers and 

team members were thanked for their 

support  for the Hill ‘n’ Ridge newsletter at 

BBQ and social night, held at the Pig and 

Whistle on  January  20th. Forty people 

attended the function, and  enjoyed the 

camaraderie  and  fellowship of the evening. 

Lyn Connor, managing editor of the 

newsletter, thanked all those that make the 

newsletter happen– writers, proof-readers, 

community contacts, and those who assist 

with the distribution, with a special thank you 

to Rob Barfus, Hill ’n’ Ridge feature writer, 

who has  contributed many articles and has 

been with the team since the newsletter 

began, 

“We are thrilled that we are still in such a 

positive position with   continued community 

support in our thirteenth year. Not in our 

wildest dreams did we think we would be 

going for this long, but the newsletter enjoys 

considerable community input and interest. 

We are looking forward to another 

successful year,” said   Lyn.  

 FORMER RED HILL 
LIONS PRESIDENT 

DIES 

Bruce Curtis, a former member of the 

Red Hill District Lions Club died in 

December aged 77. He was the Club’s 

President for three years from 1997 to 

2000.  Bruce and his wife Pam lived at 

Arthurs Seat for many years and moved 

to Mt Martha a couple of years ago. 

Bruce was an active and popular 

member of the Main Ridge Probus Club 

from 2006 to 2018. A keen and 

competent lawn bowler he was also a 

member of the Main Ridge Bowls Club 

for several years. 

Guests enjoying a meal in the pleasant 

surrounds of the Pig and Whistle. 

LIONS RIDE FOR SIGHT —  

 A CHALLENGE THIS YEAR 

Over these years our event has raised 
more than a million dollars, which has 
benefited various blind and eye institutions 
in Victoria. 

Funds raised from this event will go to the 
Centre for Eye Research Australia (CERA) 
who conduct valuable research in matters 
such as glaucoma, macular degeneration, 
diabetes and more. 

We hope you will be part of our event. We 
look forward to you having a safe ride - 
your sponsorship will support valuable 
research. 

Application and sponsorship forms can 
be forwarded to anyone  interested  by 
contacting this newsletter. 
lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com  

Note: 

Please return your completed sponsorship 
form by email after depositing the funds 
raised by Friday 30 April 2021 to: 
lionsrideforsight@gmail.com  Funds raised 
are to be deposited in the following 
account: 

Account: Lions Clubs International 
District 201V3 Ride for Sight Account  

Account: Lions Clubs International 

District 201V3 Ride for Sight Account 

BSB: 083 953      Account No: 11772 0351 

This event is our Lions District’s way of 
actively being part of Lions International 
Global cause  of Vision, with a worldwide 
effort to eradicate preventable blindness. 

It has been run annually,  except for 2020 
when it unfortunately had to be cancelled 
because of Covid19 restrictions and 
lockdowns.  

This year’s ride format had to be changed in 
an effort to continue fulfilling our promise to 
be part of this program. 

The genesis for this program came from 
blind and deaf authoress Helen Keller who 
challenged Lions International at its 1925 
international convention in Cedar Ohio to 
become knights of the blind.  

Lions accepted her challenge and has since 
been involved  in sight programs aimed at 
preventable blindness. 

 

This year’s Ride for Sight Challenge is a  

“Ride with a Difference”. 

Ride 400km in your own time, in your own space,  

LIONS SUPPORT 
 DROMANA COLLEGE 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Lions have joined the team of volunteers to 

support the Breakfast Club program at 

Dromana College. 

Jenny Stidston and Robbi Somerville will 

help out on Wednesday mornings as part 

of the roster of volunteers.  

Jenny Stidston , second from right, learning the ropes at Breakfast Club 

PINOT BY THE PIER 
Peninsula Piers and Pinots returns 
to the Flinders foreshore on 
Sunday, March 7, Labour Day week
-end, with a wonderful selection of 
wineries participating.  

– see Mornington Peninsula 
Vignerons Association website for 

details.  
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RED HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
was built in 1937 by volunteer labour. 
Regular services were held together with 
a Sunday School and activities for all 
ages. In 1977 it became the Red Hill 
Uniting Church which closed in 2013.  

To the relief of locals, the Red Hill 
Opportunity  shop relocated to Mechanics 
Road thanks to a generous benefactor. It 
is now a thriving entity.  Red HIll Uniting 
now OP Shop                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 PERRYS LANE Mr Perry who did not 
have far to attend a Service lived in a 
house close to the church Described as a 
gentleman and remembered for his kindly 
nature . 

Turning into Mechanics Road from the 
Arthurs Seat Road , the sign of  
BROOKLET FARM re  mains.  This was 
the home of Myrtle and Karl Cleine, 
known to locals  as Cleine’s Corner.                                               
‘TREE TOPS’ (opposite the Op. shop ) 
has historical significance. It was the 
home of Marj and Philip Cleine who 
raised their seven children there. Both 
were involved in the life of the 
community. Marj who wrote for 
magazines local, state and national 
newspapers was a Pick- a- Box Quiz 
Champion . 

Other places of interest  are 
THUSTAIN GARAGE an old shed which 
is still standing.                                
 In the 1920’s,Thelma and Roy Thustain 
ran a successful  carrier business 
transporting produce to  markets. He also  
took sporting teams  to various venues in 
the back of his truck.           

Andrew Can Do 

Earthmoving: Tipper, loader, dozer, 

grader. Excavations, moving & 

spreading, landscaping, driveways, 

repairs. 

Trees: Fallen timber, pruning, stump 

removal, firewood cut/split/stack, 

chipping, on & off-site disposal, 

bonfires. 

Vegetation: Slashing, mowing, 

firebreaks. 

Welding & machining: New build, 

modifications, repairs,  on-site welding. 

Fencing: New fences, modifications, 

repairs, gateways. 

Red Hill and surrounds 
 

Andrew Sides  0407 56 3670 

A heavily timbered 
Red Hill faced the 
pioneers. Roads 
were practically non-
existent and access 
was by bush tracks. 
Cuttings and corners 
became the 
distinctive reference 
markers. 

RED HILL TRAIN                                                                                                                                        

 In the 1920’s the 
community was a 
hard working orchard 
area, lacking 
transport for their 
produce. The long 
awaited Bittern-
Merricks - Red Hill 
railway was opened 
in 1921, the terminus at  Red Hill .                                    

RED HILL  HALL 
The population increased and  the 
demographic centre moved toward Red Hill 
South, the area gazetted as a town .The 
community lacked a Hall. A tender of 600 
pounds by local builder, Mr W Littlejohn was 
accepted and the Hall opened in 1924. 

It was run by a Committee of Management 
and  available for  weddings , Anniversaries, 
concerts and elections.                                                         

The Victorian government offered an 
incentive to local communities in the form of 
a grant to cover the cost of books purchased 
from Mechanics Institutes. The concept was 
to provide adult education and  vocational 
reading matter. The books were delivered by 
the train service.                                          

A road was required for access and was 
named MECHANICS ROAD.                                                                                       
The continuation of Mechanics Road to 
Station Road was known as the ‘mud track’! 
The road was ONLY sealed to the Hall but  
later extended to include the RED HILL 
CFA .  Formed in 1940 as a Fire Brigade, 
the 100% volunteer group expanded from a 
Nissen hut to the current facility at 21 
Mechanics Rd. 

                                         TOWN ‘HAS NEVER EXISTED’                                                                                          
‘It’s the ‘in’ thing to say you have a weekender at Red Hill, 51 miles from Melbourne.  According to the Place 

Names Committee, Red Hill South was put on the map in 1922.   No one bothered to gazette Red Hill.’ It sent a 

please explain to the Flinders Shire Council. “The article c1965 by Walkley award winning journalist John Sorell,(1937 -2005) was 

pasted in a scrapbook belonging to  Margaret Connell. He wrote the ON THE SPOT column in the Herald for many years.”  Later 

Cr K. D. Holmes of the Flinders Shire, moved a motion to rectify this situation. A history of Red Hill unfolds with the construction 

of the Red Hill Presbyterian church, the Red Hill Community Hall and the CFA – all established in MECHANICS ROAD and 

featured in earlier editions of the History Corner . 

RED HILL SOUTH COMMUNITY 
RESERVE  

According to the Crown Land Reserves Act 
1978  in 1984 the Red Hill Reserve was 
enacted .... For  conservation of an area 
of natural interest – 1.7 hectares  now 
managed by Parks Victoria.  

Even today, in Red Hill, houses and shops 
are separated from each other. Houses are 
set back from the road among trees.      
Red Hill is fragmented extending from the 
disused first Post office  and bakery built by 
WH Blakeley in White Hill Road  in the 
1870’s to the Red Hill South shopping 
complex, passing the Showgrounds, Red 
Hill Central store and Mechanics Road .  

 Acknowledgements:  M Connell JP 

  

Volunteers are welcome to join the 
Mechanics Road groups. For interest in the 

Red Hill South Reserve formed in 1994., 
contact Glenys Greenwood 0359893005 

likewise the CFA and Red Hill Op 
Shop ,refer to the CONTACT LIST  Page 7 

History Corner     
with Jill Phillips 
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GOLD  SPONSORS 2020 

 

Red Hill Pharmacy 

Robert Nickels  

 B.Pharm.,   MPS 

   

Shop 7, Red Hill Village Shopping Centre 

Red Hill– Shoreham Rd 

Red Hill South 3937 

Please support your local businesses who  help make this newsletter possible. 
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Accountants and Tax Agents 

Shawne Rubinstein | Principal  

e: shawne@peninsulapartners.com.au 

m: 0404 865 279  

Sunny Ridge would like to thank you for your 

continuous support during this difficult time.  

Please check our website and socials for opening 

hour and café specials   

www.sunnyridge.com.au 

 

G.E.M. TAYLOR 

CONSTRUCTIONS 
www.gemtaylorconstructions.com.au 

Matt 0407 338 804 

Geoff 0418 328 801 


