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WHAT’S ON 

MEN’S SHED  Tues  /  Wed 

mornings 

Ladies  Group  Tues afternoon 
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Sunday   
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7    Threat to Green Wedge 
     Boundaries 
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11   Lions take 600 plants to     

      Mallacoota 
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HOLIDAY APARTMENTS FOR RED HILL RESURRECTED 
A proposal for 23 serviced holiday apartments to be built above the Red Hill Centre-point shopping centre has 

resurfaced with the owners submitting an amended planning application primarily aimed at complying with the 

Bushfire Management Overlay, but also including the introduction of a swimming pool, gym and guest 

communal lounge at the rear of the Epicurian building. It also introduces changes to parking arrangements and 

the car parking surface. 

This proposal has a controversial history and the resurrection of the proposal has also resurrected community 

opposition. 

First proposed in 2007/8 it raised so much concern in the community that it gave birth to Red Hill Community 

Action, since renamed the Red Hill Community Association (RHCA). Locally based objectors took it  to VCAT at 

that time where the permit was granted, but allowing fewer apartments than proposed. 

Stage 1, the development of the Epicurean Restaurant, went ahead. Stage 2, the apartments, has been on hold 

with the owners obtaining regular extensions of time to commence the development. Seemingly the owners are 

now ready to proceed and are seeking to obtain permission for variations to their original permit.  

Founding members of Red Hill Community Action recall the battle they undertook, and the money they had to 

raise to fund barristers, in their attempt to stop this development in 2007/08. But even with the support of the 

Council being opposed to it they suffered the disappointment of a VCAT decision that allowed it with only 

minimal modification to the number of apartments.  

Objections to the Council on this amended planning application closed on December 4. The Red Hill Community 

Association lodged an objection, but as President, Carolynn Massola explained, this does not present an 

opportunity to object to the whole development. 

“There is still strong sentiment within the local community that this whole development is undesirable as it is 

inconsistent with the predominant character of the area, but our objection cannot be total opposition to it,” 

Carolynn said. 

Key points raised in the well-argued RHCA objection are that circumstances have changed since the original 

permit was issued 12 years ago. The Epicurian, Many Little and Food on the Hill attract many car travelling 

patrons, the Post Office in the adjoining shopping centre is creating more traffic with online shopping and parcel 

activity and the Red Hill Merricks Rail Trail attracts many walkers. A recent study shows that there has been 

50% growth in tourist traffic since 2012. 

Importantly, all of these changes have added to significant parking stress resulting in a recent study of traffic 

management recommending: “To ensure further parking issues are not created, consideration should be given 

to ensure that future planning permit applications do not result in the generation of additional demand for 

parking in the area.” 

The objection also expressed concerns about inadequate drainage, especially to cater for increased water flows 

caused by the removal of pine trees and run off from sealed parking areas. Issues with waste water 

management that were already a problem 12 years ago are now an even greater problem with increased usage 

by licensed premises. 

Advocacy by concerned residents who wish to prevent this whole development from going ahead might have to 

rely on political representations and the Red Hill Community Association is planning to facilitate and prosecute 

this course of action in coming weeks. 

Red Hill Ward councillor, David Gill, said he was familiar with the history of this development but declined to 
comment on it before it comes before Council in order that he does not jeopardise his opportunity to speak and 
vote on the matter. Councillors must abide by strict apprehended bias rules when considering planning permits.  

Deadline  for Issue 73 

February 1  

Please email articles, dates of 
events, photos and  infor-

mation to  

lionsnewsletter1 
gmail.com 

Include events  for 

March, April, May  

 

FIRE RESTRICTIONS  

IN THIS AREA 

COMMENCED ON 

DECEMBER 14, 2020. 

NO BURNING OFF 

ALLOWED WITHOUT  

A PERMIT 
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It was explained to me how our 
property could be a valuable part of 
the link because the surrounding 
properties use wildlife exclusion 
fencing, therefore our farm is a safe 
first stop for kangaroos leaving 
Greens Bush if they do not want to 
use the roadway. 
For this reason alone, we were on 
board; little did I know how enriching 
and educational the collaboration 
would be. It is a gift that keeps on 
giving.  

In April 2019 a conservationist and a 
Landcare representative walked the 
paddocks with me to suggest areas 
for regeneration. I was easily 
persuaded to fence off the few lonely 
Eucalyptus cephalocarpa, Silver-
leafed Stringybarks that were looking 
the worse for wear from cattle rubbing 
up against them. The area we 
‘rescued’ is a long rectangle of just 
under three hectares with a small 
wetland. Luckily for us, it is adjacent to 
a neighbour’s area that had been 
regenerated forty or fifty years ago. 
We could see the flora bursting 
through the fence, desperate to 
spread. 
In this first phase - June and July - we 
planted 2,835 indigenous trees, 
shrubs and wetland plants, aided by 
fantastic volunteers and TAFE 
students and teachers for Chisholm 
and Holmesglen. At the end of the first 
phase of planting we walked the area 
again and the conservationist was 
delighted to spy tiny sun and leek 
orchids that had appeared once the 
livestock had been removed. For me, 
the area became an enchanted place, 
full of potential, brimming with new 
life, welcoming again. 

We decided to extend our 
commitment to the Biolink project and 
allocate more land, another 1.17 
hectares, and this became phase 2. A 
long strip of land along the driveway to 
give cover to kangaroos coming off 
the road, the removal of a fence to 

In 2006 the Razuki family bought a 60-acre farm in Boneo, a short walk from Greens Bush National Park, the 
major feature of scattered patches of remnant bushland that earlier colonists left untouched or left alone to 
regenerate. On Google Earth, this remnant bush appears as islands of refuge for flora and fauna, 
unconnected with few safe corridors for movement. 

It took a chance encounter with a local conservationist for Melissa Razuki’s eyes to be opened to the plight 
of this region. Put simply, there are two significant patches of remaining bushland on the Mornington 
Peninsula: Arthurs Seat State Park and Greens Bush National Park and very few safe wildlife corridors to 
connect them. 

To address this lack of landscape connectivity Mornington Peninsula Landcare, through its Biolink 
program, has been working with private landholders to re-establish the physical links which plants, animals 
and birds need for migration, colonisation and breeding.  

In this article Melissa Razuki, a local writer and researcher of decolonising stories, describes the experience 
of her involvement with the Biolink project. 

THE BIOLINK PROJECT: A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING 

give  them free movement through the 
landscape and another paddock with 
a large pond were designated for 
regeneration and plants were 
ordered. In March, around 3,000 
plants arrived but this time the 
scheduled teams of volunteers were 
cancelled due to Covid19. The family 
and a smattering of volunteers would 
be the entire labour team, and this 
was tirelessly overseen and guided by 
the Biolink Project Coordinator, 
Chantal Kelly who was there for us 
through all weather, professionally 
navigating Covid restrictions, all the 
while knowing the imperative was to 

get these plants in the ground. 
 
In just over a year we have noticed 
how much more alive our farm feels. 
There are more birds, more frogs, 
definite kangaroo highways. I knew 
there was method to how and why the 
plants were selected – food for 
insects, birds, boosting the various 
layers of canopy, erosion control and 

more – but I was frustrated I could not 
identify the plants we were planting nor 
appreciate their ecological roles. Also, 
as a student of First Nations ways of 
knowing and being – my doctorate 
studies explored personal 
decolonisation – I was keen to 
understand how these indigenous 
plants had been of service to the First 
Peoples for millennia. To fully 
appreciate and celebrate the 
regeneration via the Biolink Project I 
have researched and compiled a 
detailed Warrak Farm plant list with 
added information to expand  
our knowledge bases. 

The First People of this region, the 
Boon wurrung, have been custodians 
of this Country for millennia. 
Colonisation disrupted their ability to 
care for Country, but the Biolink is an 
opportunity and invitation for us to take 
on some of that responsibility and 
connect with and care for the plants 
and creatures that are so essential to 
the health of our small patches and the 
wider community. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We would like to wholeheartedly thank 
the following people for their 
enthusiasm and guidance: 
 
- Chantal Kelly, Project Coordinator 
- Virginia Carter from Local Habitat 
- Kate and the team from The Briars 
 
  Article and images by Melissa 
Razuki, a local  writer and researcher 
of decolonising stories.  
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The Writer's Group members of U3a 
have compiled  a booklet of prose, 
poetry and micro-stories on the 
thoughts &  feelings experienced during 
lockdown.  Printing of the book was 
supported by Southern Peninsula U3a 
and copies will be available to review at 
the U3a offices in Dromana.  It serves 
as a reminder that U3a continues to 
flourish albeit in altered circumstances; 
the use of Zoom meetings, alternative 
venues and outdoor activities 
remain  key in maintaining health and 
wellness of the members.  To find out 
more about the courses on offer go 
to WWW.U3asouthpen.org.au   

Contributors:  Sue Brown, Penny 
Liddiard, Christine Andrews, Rosamund 
Champion, Jan Hall, Jeff McIntyre,  

PAT MORRISSEY 
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING 

For all your Farming needs 

• Hay baling 

• Silage Baling & Wrapping 

• Fertiliser Spreading 

• Pasture Renovation 

• Farm Fencing 

• Livestock Care 

• Noxious Weed Spraying 

• Round Bale Cartage and Loading 

0419118737   hillbillydowns@hotmail.com 

www.patmorrissey.com.au 

Red Hill Ward News 

Cr David Gill,  Red Hill Ward Councillor, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 

Atkins Landscapes 
Professional Landscape and 

Design  Services 

•  Specialists in paving, pool surrounds, 
retaining walls,  irrigation systems,  
garden lighting and water features 
•  All hard structural & soft landscaping 
including instant and synthetic turf, 
planting, screens and dry river- beds 
 

Servicing Mornington Peninsula 
 for over 25 years 

Contact:   Robert Atkins                     
      Mobile 0413 000 801 

Thank you for re-electing me as your 
Red Hill Ward Councillor.                                  
It is a privilege to represent our 
community on Council. 

I take this responsibility very seriously 
and will always value and respect the 
trust that has been placed in me. 

There are 17 unique communities in 
Red Hill Ward out of 42 in the whole 
municipality. I am in regular contact 
with our organised community 
volunteer groups representing these 
areas. 

I will continue to help promote the need 
for new groups in under-represented 
areas including Main Ridge, Boneo, 
Fingal, Merricks North and Balnarring. 

By showing general community support 
these associations or friends groups 
are able to gain traction on issues and 
budget decisions.                                             
They provide a resource of knowledge 
and often expertise that I find 
invaluable when bringing to Council 
Red Hill Ward needs and values. 

During the previous election campaign 

I door-knocked and met many, many 
people. This was a great experience 
and a reality check for me on public 
expectations and concerns.  

To partly make up for this, from the new 
year, Covid 19 restrictions allowing,              
I will publicise walk up ‘coffee sessions’ 
in our villages so that individuals can 
informally meet with me to discuss local 
issues. 

Finally ‘Snap, Send, Solve’ is a quick 
and easy way to report an issue while 
you are on the go.  Just snap and send 
a photo of the problem you notice such 
as a fallen tree, dumped rubbish, 
flooding, graffiti……and it will be sent 
directly to the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire for action, all automatically.  

 
Stay safe. 

Regards, 

David. 

 
To contact me please email 

david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

John Trainor,  Max Evans, Derek 
Freeman and Anne George  

The writers group is a diverse group of 
men and  women whose previous 
occupations included; health 
professionals, engineers, 
advertising execs  as well as a variety of 
business interests.  

U3A WRITER’S  GROUP RECORDS OUR EXTRAODINARY YEAR 

Sue Brown with the recently published booklets 

For real estate on the Mornington 
Peninsula demand is currently 
outstripping supply. 

Meg Pell, Red Hill Branch Manager for 
Kay and Burton, believes the upsurge 
has been caused by the coronavirus 
prompting city families to relocate to a 
safer environment and better lifestyle 
aided by flexible working arrangements, 
including working from home. 

“Properties are selling quicker and at 
higher prices, particularly acreage,” 
Meg said. 

She said competition is brisk at 
auctions and sale prices as much as 
20%, or in some recent cases more 
than 20%, over the asking price are 
being paid. 

“Normally at this time of the year things 
are winding down a bit, but to the 
contrary they are hotting up. It really is 
a seller’s market at present,” she said. 

SELLER’S MARKET 
FOR PENINSULA 

PROPERTIES 
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Old Stamps Put to Good Use 

We are seeking new and used postage stamps, 
philatelic material AND unwanted collections 
which are sorted and sold at auction with all 

proceeds donated to the Australian Lions 

Children’s Mobility Foundation  which 
supplies walking aids to needy children. 

Please send stamps to 

 Red Hill District Lions Club 

PO Box 72, Red Hill South 3937 

Red Hill District Lions Club - 

          Your local service club 

Heartfelt tributes flowed freely at 
‘Leonda by the Yarra’ on Tuesday, 1 
December to celebrate the life of Dr. 
Raymond Eden Holmes, AM. Born in 
Dromana on 2 January 1928 he died in 
Red Hill on 22 November 2020, a few 
weeks short of his 93rd birthday. 

After schooling at Red Hill and 
Frankston he became a Licensed 
Surveyor at the age of 21, and spent 
much of his career with the State Rivers 
and Water Supply Commission and 
finished it as Victoria’s Surveyor General 
from 1979 to 1988. 

Ray’s ancestors, Robert and Eliza 
Sheehan, settled in Red Hill in 1886, 
cleared land, and over time established 
an apple orchard. In time the original 
holding in Arthurs Seat Road was 
divided up and an 80 acre block was 
inherited by Ray Holmes who in turn 
gifted 40 acres each to his two 
daughters, Jill Holmes-Smith the owner 
of Red Hill Peony Estate and Jenny 
McAuley of the Red Hill Truffle Farm. 

Ray spent many of his retirement years 
living in a cottage at the rear of this 
property and during his last months in 
palliative care he resided with his 
daughter, Jill, and son in law, Phillip. He 
died peacefully surrounded by his family. 

Hill n Ridge carried an article about Ray 
in March 2019 just after he was awarded 
Membership of the Order of Australia for 
his contribution to surveying and 
mapping and to the professional 
organisations he participated in. Under a 
heading ‘He knows Victoria like the back 
of his hand’ the article detailed how he 
had spent his career applying his 
surveying skills to assemble and 
interpret data on water resources and 
land management in Victoria. 

Ray Holmes (right) with his neighbour, Barry 
Wright, pictured at a function at Endeavour 
Fern Gully in 2016 when they were both 
guest speakers. 

 

An earlier edition of Hill n Ridge (July 
2013) carried an article describing how 
Ray Holmes, in his retirement, worked 
out that the navigational equipment and 
other items buried by explorers Burke 
and Wills in 1861, just days before they 
perished in Central Australia, were not 
in the exact spot they had been buried 
because they had been washed down a 
creek bed to a site about 4 kilometres 
from the original burial site. Ray 
undertook this project of discovery with 
family members in 2007-8 and donated 
these artefacts to Museum Victoria. 

At the celebration service members of 
his family painted a picture of a kind and 
generous man who had a strong 
curiosity, a great sense of adventure 
and he just loved having a project. 
These attributes together with his 
experience as a surveyor, including 
overseas project missions, gave him a 
wealth of knowledge which he was 

willing to share with others, especially his 
children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. They all described the 
enjoyment and learning they experienced 
on travels with him, including a last lap of 
Australia he undertook in 2017, with 
different members of the family sharing 
different legs of the journey with him. 

Ray’s most recent project was a hands 
on role in the design and building of an 
impressive American style barn to 
support the growing, the promotion and 
export of the peonies grown by Jill and 
Phillip.  

Pat, his wife of 65 years, pre deceased 
him in 2016 and the tributes made it clear 
that both Ray and Pat had a big presence 
in this loving family, leaving a legacy of 
memories for, and influences on, the 
generations that follow. For Ray Holmes 
life was an adventure giving him a life rich 
with experience that he was so willing to 
share. When added with love it meant 
that his family liked to be with him. 

 A giver who received much in return! 

- RB. 

FAREWELL TO RAY HOLMES – A LIFE OF ADVENTURE 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE 
MAY DISCONTINUE 

RED HILL SHOW - DOWN BUT BY NO MEANS, OUT! 
Regrettably,  the Red Hill Show will not 
be able to be staged in 2021 due to 
COVID restrictions …..   

However, despite the many, many 
hurdles and challenges, we are aiming 
to bring to the area a scaled down 
event that will enable many exhibitors 
to still have the experience of 
presenting and showcasing their best!  

The Red Hill Show committee will be 
making make further announcements 
soon and we’d love you to get on-
board and support this initiative. We 
are looking to increase our exhibitors 
by 30% this year, and it’s a great time 
to start thinking about what you can 
enter.  

Cooking, fruit, vegetables, apiary, 
mead, cider, craft, floral arranging, 
photography and art will all be open for 
competition and while it may feel a bit 
different, the opportunity is still there to 
show what you can do and have the 
opportunity to win ribbons and be a 
prize winner! 

Did you have a favourite cake during 
lock down that you baked? Did you re 
invigorate the vege garden and now 
have produce to share? Was the 
garden your salvation during that time 
and you reaping the benefits? Did you 
make preserves that the family raved 
about? Were there particular craft and 
art projects you finally embarked on 
and surprised yourself? There is a 
range of categories to enter and it’s an 
opportunity to support the local show 
and make sure that we come back 
bigger and better in 2022!  

Have a peek at the Red Hill Show web 
page for entry details at 
www.redhillshow.com.au to confirm the 
details and join in the fun.  

We welcome first time entrants warmly, 
and can’t wait to see what our regular 
entrants have been up to.  

(PS.  Just quietly, the thrill of 
entering, competing and walking 
away with a ribbon cannot be 
underestimated!)  

Hill ‘n’ Ridge has learned from Cr David 
Gill that Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council is considering a discontinuation 
of the Mobile Library service, as a cost 
saving measure. It is clear that such a 
step would mainly affect library patrons in 
the Red Hill ward where, as has been 
demonstrated during the Covid 19 
lockdown, isolation and social 
engagement can be a problem. 

Apparently the alternative is that this 
service would be replaced by an ordering 
and home delivery service. 

Patrons of the library service should 
consider making their views known by 
writing to Cr David Gill 
(david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au), plus all 
of his councillor colleagues – some being 
new following the recent elections – and 
the Council’s CEO. Email addresses are 
listed on the Council’s website. 

The matter is scheduled for consideration 
by Council in February. 



 

H i l l  ’ n ’  R i d g e                                                                     P a g e  5  

 

DENIS DELANEY 

A Grade Electrician 

Prompt attention to all your  

electrical needs in 

Red Hill and District 
  

Small jobs, renovations, innovative  
lighting solutions 

 0418 171829 / 5981 8129 
 

 RED HILL SPA 

5931 0088 

 

www.redhillspa.com.au 

1012 Mornington-Flinders Road, Red Hill 

 

spa rituals . organic facials . 

wholistic massage . body scrubs  

gift vouchers . mud wraps . deep 

tissue massage . warm oil 

yoga . hot rock . hydrotherapy  . 

Did you know there is a  

Licensed Social Club  

in Main Ridge? 

The MAIN RIDGE CLUB is open on 

Friday nights from 5:00 pm to 7:00 (ish) 

at 455 Main Creek Road, Main Ridge 

(Next to the Cricket and Tennis Clubs) 

Campaigning to give a voice to the 

Red Hill and Red Hill South 

communities 

 + to protect and preserve the rural character 

 to create an informed and active 

community 

 to provide a forum for community 

engagement 

 to advocate on behalf of the community 

Join RHCA today  
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 Main Creek 

Adie Smith 

adriennemjs@bigpond.com 

0438877780 

 Mantons Creek 

David Maddocks 

david.maddocks@bigpond.com                    

5989 6212  

 Red Hill South 

Geoff White  

gr.white@bigpond.net.au  

0400 989 150 
 Dunn’s Creek 

Roger Stuart-Andrews   

info@dunnscreek.com.au 

5989 2011 
 Sheepwash Creek 

Michelle de la Coeur  

mdelacoeur@gmail.com 

0419 579 277 
 PROBUS   

 Arthurs Seat 
Kerri Flockart 

0408 360 944 Meets 10am  
2nd Friday Main Ridge 

 Main Ridge 
Mervyll Reid 

 Meets 9am  
1st Friday Main Ridge 

Red Hill 
Val Lardy  

val.lardy@gmail.com 
Meets Main Ridge 4th Tues 
0418 143 856 

SPORTING CLUBS  

 Bowls & Petanque 
 Main Ridge  

Robert Hudson 

robert.hudson45@gmail.com 

 
0423 704 185 

 Cricket  Main Ridge  
  John McEncroe 

john.mcencroe@bigpond.com 

0418335761 

 Cricket  Red Hill 
Club Room 

ken@excelpacific.com.au 
5989 2500  

 Football  Red Hill 
Club Rooms 
Kim  Sherry  

redhillfc.vcfl.com.au 
5989 2500 
0417 125 143 

 Junior Football  
 Red Hill  

Darren Morgan 

www.redhilljfc.net 
 
0425 791 870  

 Tennis Main Ridge 
Marie Louise Hekel 

 Night Tennis: 
 Anne Thomas 

  
tennismainridge@gmail.com 

  
5989 6128 / 0408 382 453 

 Tennis  Red Hill 
Adrian Clarkson 

 

redhilltennisclub@gmail.com 
Club House   
5989 2642 / 0414598923 

RECREATIONAL  /  LIFESTYLE CLUBS   

 Gardening Society 
 Red Hill         Ann Hull 

rhgs@rhgs.com.au 
www.rhgs.com.au 

 MP Alpaca Breeders 
David Daddo  

5989 2866   

 Peninsula Music 
 Society David Fickling 

pmsmusic.asn.au 
9789 8392 

 Seawinds Nursery 
 Volunteers Kathy Wyatt 

5987 3093 (Mon am) 
Meets Mondays 9:00am 

COMMUNITY  / SERVICE  CLUBS 

 Red Hill Community 
 Assoc.  Kerry Watson 

redhillcommunityassociation@gm

ail.com  0415 514  440 

 Dromana & District 
 Historical Society 

Jean Rotherham 

dromanahs@gmail.com 
5981 9119 

 Lions Club Red Hill 
Bambi Blizzard 

Meets 2nd Monday 
Scott House   0408314800 

 Opportunity Shop 
 Red Hill  Robyn Allan  

redhillopshop@gmail.com  
5988 0486. 

 Red Hill Show info@redhillshow.com.au 
5989 2357 

 St  Georges Anglican 
 Church 

Revd Fiona Goy  

stgeorgesredhill@gmail.com 
5981 2580 
9.30 am  Sunday  
9am 2nd-5th Wednesday   
11am 1st Wednesday 

 Scouts Red Hill 
Yvette Richardson 

1stredhillscouts@gmail.com 

CWA   Red Hill  
Amelia Bicknell 

0414726396 
CWARedHill@yahoo.com 
 

Hill ’n’ Ridge Contact 

 WORKING BEE 

First working bee for the year will be: 

Date: Sunday 14th February  

Time:9:30 

Meeting Place:   451 Arthurs Seat Rd, 
Red Hill                      

Michelle de la Coer 

The Committee at the Men’s Shed 
prepared a Covid Safe Plan and 
undertook a big clean up before the 
Shed opened its doors for the return of 
members in early December. 

A skip load of rubbish went to the tip and 
surplus tools will find their way to the 
District Lions project setting up Tool 
Libraries in bushfire affected towns in 
East Gippsland. 

The next major development at the Shed 
will be the installation of a dust extraction 
system, provided that an application for a 
Federal Government grant towards the 
cost is successful. 

The dust extractor is considered 
essential for the health and safety of 
members and its installation calls for 3 
phase power to be connected, adding 
significantly to the overall cost. It is 
understood that Federal grants in this 
funding round will favour health and 
safety improvements to Sheds. 

At the Shed’s AGM on Wednesday, 
December 16, Rob Connor was re-
elected President, embarking on his sixth 
year in that position. Peter Quested will 
continue as Secretary and Andrew 
Mackinnon as Treasurer.” 

“The Shed is pretty good shape,” Rob 
said. “We have 69 members and the 
Shed is open for men on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings and for women on 
Tuesday afternoons. Despite the fact 
that we weren’t open for most of the year 
we still had our Christmas break-up on 
December 22”.  

Anyone interesting in joining should call 
in at the Shed, 366 Main Creek Road, 
Main Ridge, during these opening times. 

  

With the holiday season upon us we'd like to 
invite  our local community to come on a hike 
through our landcare area including Arthurs 
Seat State Park and will include a walk past 
the OT Dam. 

The hike will take two and a half hours and 
you'll need good walking/hiking shoes. Hiking 
poles are not essential but a good idea. I do 
have seven spare hiking poles if anyone 
would like to borrow. The hike is at a slow 
pace with lots of stops to take in our wonderful 
nature. 

RSVP: sheepwashcreek@mplandcare.org.au  

HIKE 

Date: Saturday 23rd January  2021 

Time:9:30 

Meeting Place: 451 Arthurs Seat Rd, Red Hill 

Come for a HIKE on Arthurs Seat 

 MAIN RIDGE 
MEN’S SHED 
OPEN AGAIN 

RED HILL MARKET 
STARTS AGAIN  

WITH A BIG ONE 

Saturday, December 4 saw a huge turnout 
of patrons to attend the first Red Hill Market 
since the lockdown restrictions were eased. 

Red Hill and Flinders Lions Clubs were on 
parking duty and parked around 2000 cars. 
With limited points of access to the 
Recreation Reserve there were long 
queues of cars backed up down White Hill 
Road from early morning. Similar delays 
occurred when patrons were leaving the 
market parking areas with limited exit 
points available. 

Red Hill Lions Club Parking Co-ordinator, 
Rob Connor, said the volunteer parking 
attendants have to work very hard to 
manage traffic flows. 

“We have been working with the Council for 
a long time to improve access to the 
Recreation Reserve for markets and the 
show. We want big crowds at these events 
for the local economy but we also want the 
roads to flow – not be blocked because we 
cannot get the traffic in or out,” Rob said. 

 This market, which started in 1975, is a 
magnet for market lovers, many travelling 
from the city and suburbs, and seemingly 
the existence of the coronavirus did little to 
deter the enthusiasm of keen patrons. 

In July last ownership of Craft Markets 
Australia changed hands. New owners of 
the company are Carl and Denice 
Strachan. 

Previous director of the company, Louise 
Gamon, who will continue in the position of 
CEO, said the new owners embrace the 
values of friendship, charity and 
community. 

“It is demonstrated in all they do, so we 
couldn't have found a better fit to take over 
the reins,” Louise said. 

Carl Strachan, OAM, is a long standing 
Chairman and advocate of Windermere, a 
non-profit organisation, committed to 
protecting the safety and well-being of all 
children and young people. 
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ORCHARD COTTAGE 

ROSES 
 

Potted Roses available now. 

• Old fashioned 

• Modern and Climbers 

• David Austins 

201 Tucks Road. Main Ridge  

5989 6265     

Open Thurs – Sun or by appointment 

Andrew Can Do 
 

Earthmoving: Tipper, loader, dozer, 

grader. Excavations, moving & spreading, 

landscaping, driveways, repairs. 

Trees: Fallen timber, pruning, stump 

removal, firewood cut/split/stack, chipping, 

on & off-site disposal, bonfires. 

Vegetation: Slashing, mowing, firebreaks. 

Welding & machining: New build, 

modifications, repairs,  on-site welding. 

Fencing: New fences, modifications, 

repairs, gateways. 

Red Hill and surrounds 
 

Andrew Sides  0407 56 3670 

The Red Hill Op Shop has welcomed its 
loyal customers and supporters back after 
a very challenging year! We are now 
open, albeit on reduced hours, but we are 
back!!!! 

The shop opened with a half price clothing 
sale and a lot of fanfare on Saturday Dec 
12th 2020 and there has been a steady 
flow of donations each week to stock the 
shelves and racks. There has also been a 
large number of customers looking to 
source some terrific items for a fraction of 
the retail price. Recycling quality items 
and reducing landfill is good for everyone 
on the Peninsula!  

The shop is of course observing all the 
COVID protocols so we are restricted with 
the number of people allowed in the store 
at any one time. But that is the new norm, 

A VOICE FOR OUR COMMUNITY  

‘It’s really important to have a strong, 
connected and informed community to 
have our voice heard on local matters,’ 
said Carolynn Massola, President of the 
Red Hill Community Association (RHCA). 

Carolyn was elected unopposed as the 
new president at the association’s recent 
online Annual General Meeting and she 
encouraged more residents to join and 
share their ideas. 

“Membership is important in terms of 
participation and influence and it’s only 
$30 a year for a family,’ she said. 

RHCA is a not-for-profit incorporated 
association and provides a voice to the 
Red Hill and Red Hill South communities. 
It works to protect and preserve the rural 
character of the local area, provide ways 
for the community to connect and to 
advocate on your behalf, to keep you up-to
-date with council and other authority 
proposals and decisions affecting our 
community.  

‘We are always interested to hear about 
community issues and those that are of 
concern to you, or that you think might 
have an impact,’ Carolynn said. 

RHCA hosts an annual free community 
barbeque and Indigenous walks in the 
January long weekend, although it has 
been delayed due to coronavirus. In 2021 
it will be held on the March long weekend 
with details to follow soon. 

The association led the development of the 
Red Hill Community Park, the Red Hill war 
memorial and recently secured funding for 

the reconstruction of the former Red Hill 
train station platform. It hosts the annual 
Remembrance Day and Anzac Day 
services. 

Recently the association lodged an 
objection to the VCAT planning 
application for a residential hotel 
development at Centrepoint, 159 
Shoreham Road, Red Hill South. The 
application and details will be considered 
over the next few months leading up to a 
hearing scheduled for June 2021. You 
can view the details on RHCA website at 
redhillcommunityassociation.com.au  

‘RHCA is keen to hear what you think 
about the proposal and you should email 
us at   
redhillcommunityassociation@gmail.com 

so we can frame our response to the 
application,’ Carolynn said. 

The new committee of the association 
includes Kerry Watson, Vice President, 
David Maddocks as Treasurer and John 
Eldridge as Secretary.  In addition to Bruce 
Kiloh, Roger and Hannah Stuart-Andrews, 
the committee welcomed Samuel Hickey and 
Briony Boyce. 

Carolynn thanked outgoing President David 
Maddocks for his years at the helm and she 
leads the association with plenty of 
enthusiasm going forward.  

Membership applications and further details 
are available on the RHCA website at 
www.redhillcommunityassociation.com.au 

WE’RE BACK  . . . NO HAY DRIVE FOR 
DROUGHT THIS SEASON 

 Fortunately, farmers in East Gippsland, who 
have been affected by drought and bushfires, 
have had a good season and there is no 
need for hay to be transported from the Pen-
insula to that area again this season. 

In the past two seasons a local foursome – 
Ian Troutbeck, Chris Jones, Mike Shaw and 
Graeme Prossor, with the support of hay 
contractor, Patrick Morrissey – have organ-
ised the cutting and transportation of around 
6000 bales of hay to farmers in East Gipps-
land, and last season also to North East Vic-
toria. 

“We very much appreciated the support we 
had from local property owners, and some 
have already contacted us with offers again 
this season. Those donors might consider 
contacting the Lions Need for Feed program 
which goes Australia wide,” Ian Troutbeck 
said. 

‘Need for Feed’, now a Lions national 
scheme, is in its 15th year and is headed by 
Graham Cockerell from the Pakenham Lions 
Club. It is fully managed by Lions volunteers. 
‘Need for Feed’ is accepting offers of hay, 
preferably ready baled, and any Peninsula 
property owner wanting to donate through 
that avenue can go to the website: 
www.needforfeed.org/ and use the tag to 
make the offer. Alternatively send an email 
to: lionsneedforfeed@yahoo.com.au 

as are masks indoors, and we know our 
customers and volunteers appreciate our 
efforts to provide a safe environment for 
them.   

The Peninsula Home Hospice, our main 
beneficiary, is thrilled to see us back in 
operation as they continue to do their very 
important work offering help and support to 
those with life-limiting illnesses and their 
families. 

We look forward to seeing you in the store 
at some time in the future.  

Stay safe, and we at the Red Hill Op Shop 
wish all of our supporters and Happy and 
Healthy New Year in 2021! 

We are located at 33 Mechanics Road, RED 
HILL and are open Wed and Sat 10am – 
1pm. Email us at 
mredhillopshop@gmail.com or message us 
through our Facebook page. 

THREAT TO GREEN WEDGE BOUNDARIES 
Options outlined in ‘Planning for Melbourne’s Green Wedges and Agricultural Land’, a 
State Government options paper, could undermine existing Green Wedge protections and 
encourage the erosion of the Urban Growth boundary by introducing an adjoining 
‘transition’ area and open the way for more urban and inappropriate uses to be approved 
in the Green Wedges. 

This is the view expressed by Rosemary West, Co-ordinator of the Green Wedges Coali-
tion who said: “We fear we may have another battle on our hands to prevent the existing 
Green Wedge protections from being further undermined and eroded. Over development 
is likely to occur if these options are not cut off at the pass.” 

Those interested can access the options paper; register for the community workshops and 
make a submission until 5 February 2021 at engage.vic.gov.au/gwal  

Or see http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/protecting-melbournes-green-wedges-and-farmland for the 

Government announcement. 
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Recycle your old specs at  

Lions Recycling depot at 

RED HILL MEDICAL CENTRE 

Glasses are regraded at our 

Queensland Recycling Centre 

and distributed to the needy   

worldwide. 

Give the 

Gift  

of Sight 

Let’s Party! 

YOU ARE INVITED TO our      FREE PARTY 

Red Hill Lions are currently canvassing support from all our 
community groups, to join together in hosting a family fun 
event to celebrate the joy of living post-Covid.   

We anticipate it will be late March/April 2021, probably at the Red Hill Recreation 
Reserve.  There will be food, games, laughter and friendships to share.  Bring your 
family, a picnic blanket and drinks of choice.  Join in the entertainment and revel in the 
wonderful spirit of our  Red Hill community.  Let us show 
you some of the reasons we’re so lucky to live in such a 
beautiful, supportive location. 

If you would like to participate please contact 
redhillviclions@gmail.com 

Check out local notice boards, keep an eye on your 
email, spread the news to locals.   

NEW BARBEQUE TRAILER FOR RED HILL LIONS CLUB 
On the 20th November the Rye Lions 
held a gathering at their “shed” for the 
specific purpose of celebrating the 
completion of a project which realised 
the commissioning of a brand new “all 
singing and dancing” BBQ trailer. This 
new trailer was funded through a 
community grant provided by the local 
Bendigo Bank. 

The new trailer replaced one that had 
served the community for over 15 years 
and whilst this unit was in good order 
having just undergone a refurbishment, 
the grant from the Bendigo Bank 
allowed Rye Lions to set about building 
a new unit with all the modern 
trimmings. 

Another reason for the Rye Lions to 
gather on the 20th November was to 
hand over their old BBQ trailer to the 
Red Hill & District Lions where it can 
continue to serve the community under 
new ownership. 

When the presentation of the trailer to 
the Red Hill Lions was almost over Lion 

Bob Beard called for a “stay of 
proceedings” as he had an important 
announcement to make. This 
announcement was the presentation of a 
Melvin Jones Fellowship.   

Lion Bob explained that Rye Lions, some 
years ago, had developed a criteria to be 
used in assessing suitability of Lions 
recipients for major awards and how the 
club wanted to ensure that the 
significance placed on the value of 
receiving major awards such as a  
Melvin Jones Fellowship was of 
paramount importance. 

Needless to say that when Lion Bob 
made the presentation to President Gael 
Harvey she was totally surprised and left 
virtually speechless and overwhelmed 
but above all very happy to be 
recognised by her club in this way. 

Rye Lion President Gael is also Zone 

Chairman of Zone 10 in our District 

201V3 —  from Mornington Peninsula to 

Mallacoota. 

  

Representatives of Red Hill District Lions 

were delighted to accept the BBQ trailer. 

 “Although we don’t hold as many 
barbeques  as Rye, Red Hill will 
certainly make good use of this trailer, 
and it is a fantastic gesture  from Rye to 
give the trailer to us,” said Jenny 
Stidston, President of Red Hill. “ Not 
only did they donate the trailer, they 
have cleaned and painted it till it is like 
new, all ready for new signage.  Thanks  
also must go to Zen Trailers for 
checking over the trailer to ensure it is 
mechanically sound.” 

CONGREGATION WELCOMED  
BACK AT ST GEORGE’S 

After months of participating in 
church services via Zoom it was 
with great delight that we were able 
once more to gather in person at 
the church for Sunday services 
from 6 December, firstly with up to 
40 people, one person per 4 square 
metres, temperature checks, no 
singing, meticulous care with 
cleaning and disinfecting, 
disposable service sheets etc. Then 
it went to one person per 2 square 
metres with a QR code. We could 
have in the church and side chapel 
up to 64 people. Would we be able 
to have a service on Christmas 
Day?  Unfortunately there is much 
more to consider than just how 
many people we can have in side 

the church. As well as the technical 
details, and who might be able to 
carry them out, of importance is that 
we are an inclusive and welcoming 
community. How could we turn 
people away? We usually have big 
crowds to celebrate together on 
Christmas Day. At the time of going 
to print, we had not been able to 
make that decision. 

All at St George’s hope readers had 
a joyous Christmas, and may we all 
have a peaceful and fulfilling 2021. 

Fiona Goy,  

Vicar  

0400 522 182 

FIRE STATION  
ALTERATIONS  

READY TO START 
 Red Hill Fire Brigade has used the Covid 
shutdown proactively preparing for the 
major alterations to the fire station. All 
plans have been completed, consultants 
engaged and a planning permit 
application is now with the Council .  

“The brigade is hoping to start working on 
the construction in March and the works 
will be done by the members themselves 
with everyone involved, and hopefully we 
will have it completed by the 2021 fire 
season,” Sam Norris, 1st Lieutenant, 
said. “We would like to thank the entire 
community for their incredible support 
and wish everyone a happy Christmas 
and please stay safe”. 
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Many COVID projects have included Family History research. A Life Member of the 
Dromana & District Historical Society, Bev Laurissen has compiled several booklets 
including the ‘Red Hill Hall’. She retired from teaching in 1991, BUT had not completed her 
own family record.  

THE LAURISSENS OF ‘BURNIE BRAE’, RED HILL SOUTH 

History Corner     
with Jill Phillips 

monthly dances, wedding receptions 
and birthday celebrations.                                                                              
Each committee looked after their own 
affairs and there was a lot of 
cooperation -  eg fees being waived for 
a Gymkhana if a working bee was 
acceptable.  

George and two daughters played in 
tennis Grand finals. Vera also played. 
The Laurissens were very supportive of 
their daughters in the sporting area, 
often taking the basketball team to 
away matches. Vera was a forthright 
and most capable administrator in local 
and district basketball competitions. 
She was prominent in the 1950s in her 
gabardine overcoat supporting the 
younger team members.  

Vera was awarded a Life Membership 
of the Mornington Peninsula Basketball 
Association. 

                                                                           
The Red Hill Football Club was formed 
in 1929. Vera was on the Ladies Social 
Committee. George played in the first 
team, regularly named in the best 
players.  In 1933, he joined the 
committee.  Post- war, George became 
President of the R.H. F. C. when it 
restarted in 1945. Vera supported many 
charitable causes. She was made a 
Life Governor of the Alfred Hospital 
after 40 years of fundraising as Red Hill 
Branch Treasurer S he also received a 
service award in recognition of her 
faithful work with the Red Cross and 
Comforts Fund.  

Bush fires were a constant danger on 
the Mornington Peninsula. George was 
President of the Rural Fire Brigade 
1951-63 when the first station was 
opened in 1955. 

During WW 2, he was a member of the 
Volunteer Defence Force. When his 
health was failing he sold the orchard 
and built a cottage for retirement 
( Bev’s current home ) on the 10 acres 
adjoining the main orchard. His last 
community activity was to attend a 
show meeting in 1963. Sadly, on 
returning home, he collapsed on the 
driveway and died.  

The Laurissens were one of the local 
couples who helped to organise 
infrastructure and build the community 
spirit in this district.  

Bev who has followed in the family 
footsteps asks - Will there be a 100th 
BIRTHDAY PARTY for the RED HILL 
HALL in 2024? 

                                                                              
Acknowledgement for  this summary of 
the life history of the Laurissens: 

 JP and Bev Laurissen  

In 1897, the population of Red Hill was 
35. The population of the district 
increased to 150 by 1903 as it was 
becoming an excellent area for growing 
vegetables, strawberries and fruit. More 
land was cleared and developed. Work 
on the orchard was demanding in the 
calendar of input required for apples. 
Other early orchardists included familiar 
names - Edwards, Holmes, Cleine, 
Sheehan, Farnsworth, Setter and 
Simpson. The generations made time 
to support the activities of the growing 
community.  

 The Laurissens arrived from Denmark 
in the 1850s. George William 
Laurissen’s parents came to Red Hill 
South prior to his birth in 1895.  He had 
three sisters and all attended Red Hill 
State school. When George left school 
he worked on the family orchard of 64 
acres. In 1918, he married Vera Rose 
Montgomery Holmes born in 1896 in 

Coleraine. They married in the Red Hill 
Methodist church. Later Vera was a 
Trustee and organist of this Church. 
Soon after, George bought 10 acres, 
part of the Melrose subdivision, to farm.  

The family grew with the birth of Phyllis  
(/1919-2009) Allwin (1921-1994),Neville 
(who died in infancy) and Beverley 
Miriam born 1935.  

Community infrastructure became a 
pressing need. The first Cool Store and 
packing shed, (now the Epicurean ) 
began operations in March 1920. The 
minute books of the Cool Store were 
destroyed in the devastating fire of 
1929. It is known Mr Laurissen was 
elected a Director of the new Red Hill 
Co-operative Cool Store, a position he 
held until 1964 (except for four years.) 
George was a reserved man but ‘what 
he said he meant.’  

The landmark opening of the Bittern-
Red Hill Railway in 1921 enabled the 
transport of apples and other products 
to markets. 

The first Show held at the Cool Store 

was an exciting time. The need for a 
Showground and sporting facility was 
discussed after this event. G. 
Laurissen was an early member of the 
Red Hill Agricultural Show Society and 
retained his lifelong enthusiasm. He 
was a horse steward backed by the 
experience of his draught horses, 
Jimmy and Bess- used in dray and 
sleds on the family property. 

 Later, there was great excitement 
when the little grey Fergie replaced the 
draught horses. George won many 
prizes with his trays of Jonathan 
apples.                                                   

Vera, also, was a regular entrant in 
many categories - jams, sewing and 
cooking. Her 
hand knitted 
socks were 
legendary. In later 
years, the 
Laurissens were 
keen dahlia 
exhibitors and, 
energetic 
members of the 
Red Hill 
Horticultural 
Society (later 
Gardening Club). 

  

RED HILL HALL   

The next obvious need in a young 
community was a Public Hall. The 
initial idea was to bring the building 
built at the Show grounds, the Pioneer 
pavilion up to Department of Health 
standards.  This was discussed. 
Finally, the decision was made in 1923 
to build a Hall in Mechanics Road that 
opened in 1924. It was run by a Hall 
Committee and added to the social life 
of the community. 

 Fundraising was important and 
included balls, queen carnival entrants, 
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Fun, friendship community service  

Join Lions  -   call  
 Merrin   0409 821 685 
  Rob      0418 545 125 

From the Lions’ Den . . .  

Like what we do?    

We are looking for new members. 

Why not join us? 

Lions Walking Club Entering its Third Year 

Many people enjoy regular walks for the 
physical and mental health benefits it brings. 

The Bright Alpine Club was formed in 1888, 
but it  could not be considered as a true 
Walking Club as it was set up for the 
purposes of exploring the alpine regions of 
Victoria for skiing and commercial 
development. 

The first real walking club, the Wallaby Club, 
was formed in 1894 in Melbourne.  

 The Melbourne Amateur Walking and Touring 
Club was formed four months later for men 
only. They truly did not know what they were 
missing out on.  This Club included overnight 
walks. 

  It was not until 1922, the Melbourne 
Women's Walking Club was formed. They ran 
both day walks and overnight walks and by 
1930 were running extended trips across the 
Victorian Alps.  

Paddy Pallin, a New South Welsh Man, has a 
lot to be thanked for, as he was a founding 
member of Bush Search and Rescue and 
several other foundations.  

 Pallin, frustrated with the heavy hiking 
equipment available at the time, designed and 
manufactured lightweight walking equipment, 
tents, backpacks etc. These would still be 
regarded as heavy by today's standards. 

 With more leisure time available and the 
proliferation of walking paths plus GPS 
technology, we have a lot to thank the bush 
walking pioneers of the past. 

There would not be a suburb of Melbourne 
that would not run a walking club of some 
kind. 

The Red Hill Lions Walking Club was formed 
in January 2019. Initially a core group of 
three. We have grown. We hold regular walks 
on Sunday and Wednesday mornings. The 
average distance walked is between 8 and 16 
kilometres. These walks include beach and 
bush. 

Check local notice boards for walks or check 
out the Lions website at https://
lionsredhill.vic.lions.org.au   

Our leaders are locals with a good knowledge 
of the area and a passion for walking. As 
project of the Red Hill District Lions Club, 
Lions members are covered by Lions 
Insurance to lead regular walks. 

We welcome new leaders prepared to join the 
club and walkers to join the fun (unfortunately 
walkers are not covered by Lions Insurance 
and take part at their  own risk.—but the 
benefits outweigh the risks!) 

We welcome more walkers and leaders willing 
to join the Lions  Club in this  project, and 
enjoy the benefits of exercise and 
membership of a local club. 

 Health benefits of walking 

• increased cardiovascular and    
pulmonary (heart and lung) fitness. 

• reduced risk of heart disease and 
stroke. 

• improved management of conditions 
such as hypertension (high blood 
pressure), high cholesterol, joint and 
muscular pain or stiffness, and 
diabetes. 

• stronger bones and improved 
balance. 

 

Things to remember 

• Walking for 30 minutes a day or 
more on most days of the week is a 
great way to improve or maintain 
your overall health. 

•  If you can’t manage 30 minutes a 
day, remember ‘even a little is good, 
but more is better’. 

BE PREPARED AND  

SELF-RELIANT. 

WEAR  
• Comfortable clothing 

• Hat 

• Supportive shoes or boots 

• Good socks 

• Sunscreen 

BRING 
• Drink bottle 

• Personal First Aid / Medication 

• Snacks 
  

SAFETY 
• Ensure you are fit for the walk 

you are undertaking 

•  Carry any essential 

medications and instructions 

• Complete and carry personal 

health details 
  

CHECK 
• Difficulty of walks 

•Personal insurance and 

ambulance 
  

BEHAVIOUR 
• Early notification of inability to 

attend 

• Arrive early for 

commencement of walk 

•  Follow all reasonable  

instruction of leader. 

• Tell leader if you are unwell 

• Support others on the walk 

• Check the walkers behind you 

  

All participants should complete and carry 

the Personal Health Details – Emergency 

Information form. 

It is wise to insure yourself for an 

ambulance and medical treatment - The 

Walking Club does not cover you for these 

expenses. 

   
  

REMEMBER, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND 

COMFORT. 

Safety Suggestions While Walking 

Walking is generally a safe way to  

exercise, but look out for unexpected  

hazards.  

Suggestions include: 

• See your doctor for a medical check-
up before starting a new fitness 
program, particularly if you are aged 
over 40 years, are overweight or 
haven’t exercised in a long time. 

• Ensure you read through the pre-

exercise self-screening tool  found on 

www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/

healthyliving/walking-for-good-health 

• Choose walks that suit your age and 

fitness level. Warm up and cool down 

with a slow, gentle walk to ease in 

and out of your exercise session. 

• Wear loose, comfortable clothing, and 

appropriate footwear to avoid blisters 

and shin splints. 

• Wear sunglasses, sunscreen, long 

sleeves and a hat to avoid sunburn. 

• Take waterproof clothing to avoid 

getting wet if it rains. 

• Before bushwalking, check the 

weather forecast and take appropriate 

safety measures (for example, pack 

correct clothing). 

Source: www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/ealth/

healthyliving/walking-for-good-health 
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Ask about joining Lions TODAY 
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After the initial impact and devastation of the 
2019-20 bushfires in East Gippsland, Lions 
from District 201V3 , with support from 
Australian Lions Foundation and Lions 
Clubs  International  Foundation have 
continued to provide support to  these 
areas. 

Initially local Lions were involved in catering 
for evacuees, and providing services to 
other volunteers from Blaze Aid, Tradies, 
and Freemasons.  

Time may have moved on but the need is 
still there.  

The Lions District moved its Tool Library to 
Sarsfield, Lions from District V 5 (which 
serves a significant area across Melbourne 
Eastern and South Eastern suburbs as well 
as significant Regional areas around 
Victoria) moved their Tool Library to 
Mallacoota, and Lions have supported the 
tool library at the Buchan Neighbourhood 
House. Hand tools have been donated to 
Lions Clubs of Bruthen and Mallacoota by 
Lions from Port Arlington V5 clubs. 

Other support has included  

• Pallet loads of children’s books from 
the123 Read to Me Project 

• Donated Desk top computers supported 
3SES units and 2 CFA units and fire 
affected families in Orbost, Mallacoota, 
Genoa, and Sarsfield, as well as a 
disadvantaged schools over in  NSW 

Financial assistance has been forthcoming 
from Lions Clubs International Foundation 
( LCIF). 

A $US10,000 grant  assisted with clothing, 
medical supplies& bedding. Shopping 

LIONS CONTINUE TO SUPPORT FIRE RAVAGED AREAS 

District Governor David Culpitt and the 
disaster relief team applied a system of 
payment that assured financial responsibility 
to ALF. This distribution is continuing; 
mainly waiting for recipients to advise where 
they want to spend the funds. We have 
currently paid out 106 grants at a cost of 
$A146,638, with another 60 in process, 
being managed by Lion Claire Johnston. 

Again, with District N5 we received a LCIF 
grant to purchase and distribute water tanks 
to those that lost them throughout the area. 
We receive as much funds as we need, 
distributing $A1500 from LCIF and $A800 
from V3 ( Victorian District)Disaster Fund 
[total $A2300] for each tank delivered to 
sites. So far we have distributed nearly 
$A130,000 for tanks. NOTE: recipients 
cannot receive both grants. 

The next phase of financial provision of 
funds will be for infrastructure projects with 
a LCIF grant of $US100,000 [along with 
local community funding from project 
partners] to: 

• provide a 4km Walking / Bicycle Track at 
Bastion Point [Mallacoota] costing approx. 
$A120,000 

• build a toilet block at Bruthen Lions Park in 
conjunction with Shire [costs under 
negotiation/planning] 

Further grants from ALF were provided to 
work to the  

• Clifton Creek community hall [over 
$A52,000] and 

•  repairs to Licola water pumping system 
[over $A9000]. 

So you can see this  project will continue 
over a l long period of time as communities 
rebuild their lives. 

vouchers were distributed to those in 
desperate need. Events bringing 
communities together   were catered for. 

The Australian Lions Foundation (ALF)  
also assisted financially,  providing us   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with as much funding as we required to 
meet the community needs, supplying 
families that lost their permanent homes 
with $A1500 payments to spend on 
whatever they wanted [except cigarettes 
and alcohol] to be purchased from local 
traders. First Vice District Governor 
Steve Boyce managed the funding in 
liaison with Treasurer and Second Vice 

RED HILL LIONS DELIVER 600 PLANTS TO MALLACOOTA 
Lions  and community members have been 
busy growing plants for Mallacoota, and as 
soon as restrictions were lifted in November  
Lions member Stewart and Wendy Westle 
set off for Mallacoota with a trailer load of 
plants—600 in total!  They simply couldn’t fit 
any more in! 

In Mallacoota they set up at the local Golf 
Club and members of the local Lions Club 
spread the word that plants were available. 

Stewart said that the first day people were a 
little tentative, but as the days went on, they 
began to open up and were very grateful for 
the plants we had sent. 

After arriving at Mallacoota they met some 
of the Mallacoota Lions at the Golf Club who 
helped to unload the plants that had been 
donated. 

Whilst chatting it became apparent how hard 
2020 has been for Mallacoota and its 
residents. Wendy and Stewart made 
themselves available to help distribute the 
plants and give a bit of gardening/planting 
advice where they could.  They  met some 
wonderful people who have done it so hard 
this year. Firstly,  residents had the threat of 
the fires and deciding whether to leave or 
stay. Then the fires arrived and there was  
huge loss and trauma to the community. 
The forests surrounding Mallacoota for 
kilometres and kilometres have burned, 120 

houses burned, of which 80 belonged to 
residents. The residents couldn't get out 
as the roads were blocked with more fire 
and fallen trees etc. Finally, the roads 
opened for one week only as Victoria 
went into lockdown for Covid.  

The whole community has been 
drastically affected, even those that didn't 
lose their homes. 

The project didn’t aim to give  away 
nursery quality plants but  to share our 
gardens with Mallacoota.  

“We propagated tough, hardy, reasonably 
easy to grow plants including herbs, 
succulents and other garden perennials 
etc. as well as some unusual and special 
varieties. The people we met were so 
grateful. Wellington –Latrobe  Lions also 
delivered plants which we helped 
distribute too.” said Stewart. 

Some more  Red Hillians grew plants that 
couldn’t be accommodated this time,  so 
Lions will endeavour to take another 
delivery in autumn.  

We will more than likely extend this 
project to another batch for next October 
as Wendy and Stewart  are planning to go 
back then as well. The recovery will be 
more advanced by then and many more 
homes built and ready for flourishing 
gardens.  We may try to include a lot 
more natives next time so put you thinking 

caps on and let's get our hands dirty!  

One lady and her young daughter said they 
had lost their home and a lifetime of their 
family treasures and collectables. They have 
since bought an existing Mallacoota house 
and everything is new, so they are using the 
garden to help make it 'their home'.  

A special thank you to Peter Ashcroft for his 
help to load and modify the trailer. The trailer 
needed four purpose made shelves to fit 
about 600 or so plants. 

Thank you to all those in our Red Hill 
community and others on the Peninsula who 
have made this possible. You have made 
people happy and helped them look forward 
to a brighter future in beautiful Mallacoota. 

 

Clifton Creek Primary School 

Wendy, second from left, assisting 

residents with plant selection. 
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GOLD  SPONSORS 2020 

 

Red Hill Pharmacy 

Robert Nickels  

 B.Pharm.,   MPS 

   

Shop 7, Red Hill Village Shopping Centre 

Red Hill– Shoreham Rd 

Red Hill South 3937 

Please support your local businesses who  help make this newsletter possible. 

 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 2020 

 

Accountants and Tax Agents 

Shawne Rubinstein | Principal  

e: shawne@peninsulapartners.com.au 

m: 0404 865 279  

Sunny Ridge would like to thank you for your 

continuous support during this difficult time.  

Please check our website and socials for opening 

hour and café specials each.  

 


