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BAD STORM
DAMAGE FOR SOME
LOCAL RESIDENTS
This district copped its fair share of storm
damage when a gale force south easterly wind
swept through in the early morning hours of
Thursday, June 10.
Long term locals say it was as bad as anything
they can recall with so many trees completely
uprooted, big branches down and bark and
leaves strewn across roads and gardens.
Purves Road resident Alan Steele had a huge
pine tree, about 50 feet tall, come down at
around 1 am, snapping a power pole off at its
base.

Alan Steele alongside the huge pine tree that fell
on his property

“It brought down a few smaller trees, and
luckily it stopped about five metres short of the
cottage on our drive where Diane's sister,
Georgina, lives. But it gave her an enormous
fright,” Alan said.
He spent 90 minutes on hold on the phone
waiting to report the damage to United Energy.
“An assessor came out that day, and on the
Friday morning we had about 30 people
outside as jobs were allocated. The tree crew
cut up the pine and cleared the area ready for
the construction crew next day. Saturday was
a full day, they were going until 10pm, when
power was restored to all the properties
feeding off the Purves Road main,” he said.
Alan and his neighbours over the road had
power restored at 12.30 pm on Sunday.
“It seemed like a very long time but given what
the people in the Dandenong Ranges are
going through, we were very lucky,” he said.
The Council arrived on Wednesday and
cleared all the pine tree and adjacent trees.
Alan counted the rings on the stump, and
there were over 90, so it was a very old tree.
Crews replacing the power pole to restore power to Purves Road

Deadline for Issue 76
August 1
Please email articles, dates of
events, photos and

Celebrating Community

information to

Discover how we support our community
July 21 7 pm
Main Ridge Bowls & Petanque Club

lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com
Include events for
July, August, September

lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com for further information

The Red Hill District Lions Club Incorporated do their best to ensure the accuracy of the information provided in this publication but do not take any responsibility for any claim, demand or other
loss however caused by reliance on any information or content found within. Any views or opinions contained on these pages are those of the author(s) and not those of the Publisher , nor
does the Publisher warrant or endorse any of the products or services advertised in this publication.
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VICTOR TRUMPER’S IMMORTALISED
‘STROKE OF GENIUS’
ON SHOW IN ARTHURS SEAT ROAD
For cricket ‘tragics’ the name Victor Trumper is
legendary. It is right up there with the likes of Don
Bradman, Bill Ponsford and other great Australian
cricketers of a bygone era.
A life sized bronze statue of Trumper stands just
inside the front gates of Frogs Pond, a vineyard and
bed and breakfast property in Arthurs Seat Road,
owned by Neil Bryson.
For years I have wondered about this cricketer
statue as I drove past. Then quite recently I attended
a Red Hill Football and Netball Club President’s
luncheon and, by coincidence, I sat at a table hosted
by Neil Bryson, Senior Vice President of the Club.
The statue story emerged over lunch.
To remind the well informed, and acquaint the less
well informed, the records reveal that Victor Trumper
(1877-1915) was an Australian cricketer known as
the most stylish and versatile batsman of the Golden
Age of cricket.
In 1902, at Old Trafford in England, Trumper, aged
25, made a century before lunch. It took him just 115
minutes on that morning to touch cricketing
immortality. To this day only three batsmen have
repeated that feat – Charlie McCartney in 1936,
Donald Bradman in 1930 and Majid Khan in 1976.
Of his batting, Harry Altham, a well-respected coach
of the time said: “From start to finish on every sort of
wicket, against every sort of bowling, Trumper
entranced the eye, inspired his side, demoralised his
enemies and made run getting the easiest thing in
the world”.
Trumper liked to feel the bat and would only wear
one glove, on his bottom hand. Even then he would
cut the palm out of the one glove he wore so he
could feel the bat handle. The statue captures this
one glove characteristic. Bad pitches were a
challenge to him, especially wet wickets on which
some claim he was better than Bradman.
In short, some cricketing authors say he is nonpareil
(has no equal) putting him at the top of the list of
cricketing greats. Well-known cricket commentator,
Gideon Haigh, is the author of a book titled ‘Stroke
of Genius’ which explores the Trumper phenomena
and ‘the shot that changed cricket’.

In 2008 a stand at the Sydney Cricket Ground was
named after him. Trumper died in 1915 from a
kidney disease at the untimely age of 37. Sydney
streets were choked for his funeral, attracting an
estimated 20,000 people, the biggest ever seen for
an Australian sportsman.
When Melbourne based sculptor Louis Laumen
created the Trumper statue in 1999 he said it was a
speculative venture in partnership with his statue
creating accomplice from the Fundere Foundry.
“Together we had previously created a statue of the
famous English cricketer W.G.Grace with a
speculative plan of taking it to England seeking a
buyer. We co-operated to do the same with the
statue of Victor Trumper but when it was offered at
auction here, on two separate occasions, it was
passed in,” Laumen said.
For ten years the statue stood, on loan, in the
gardens outside the Australian Gallery of Sport and
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The shot that changed cricket.
Olympic Museum at the MCG. Louis Laumen, a leading practitioner in
creating representations of the human form, mainly working in bronze,
has created a number of sporting statues that are exhibited at the MCG,
including a statue of Bradman unveiled in 2003. Others include Betty
Cuthbert, Ron Barassi, Keith Miller, Dick Reynolds, Shirley Strickland,
Hayden Bunton, Leigh Matthews, Bill Ponsford and Dennis Lillee. Now a
highly renowned sculptor, Louis Laumen is commissioned by various
bodies such as Government, Churches and Sporting Clubs.
Given the iconic status of Trumper it is surprising that the statue now
stands at Frogs Pond and not at the MCG Sports Museum with other
cricketing greats. Louis Laumen could not shed any light on this
observation. “I know it is in Red Hill but, no longer having any ownership
of it, I am unaware of the circumstances surrounding its current
location,” he said.
Neil Bryson is quite happy to have it adorn his entrance at Frogs Pond.
“It is owned by a mate of mine so really I am only the caretaker of it. But
as a former cricketer and a follower of Test Cricket I am very pleased
and proud to host it. When we moved from our property in Main Ridge
to Frogs Pond we brought it with us. It’s quite heavy. It takes a crane to
lift it,” he said.
If there are other locals who have wondered who the cricketer in the
statue is, well now we know.
– RB.
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NEWS FROM YOUR ELECTED ADVOCATE FOR RED HILL WARD.
Cr David Gill, Red Hill Ward Councillor, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council

• There has been a spike in illegal

vegetation clearing lately.
Some have ended up in court resulting in
hefty fines and then reinstatement orders.
New owners unfamiliar with local
requirements need to check with Shire
planners before implementing works
particularly in Green Wedge areas.
Contractors involved will also face
prosecution.
Please keep the Council and me informed
if you have concerns.
I will follow up.

• The Shire budget is being finalised.
There are many major items to consider
including $10million for community Covid
recovery. Community round tables will be
run to identify community priorities for
$2million of community recovery grants.
There are also smaller local projects such
as
playgrounds
and
cricket
net
improvements (Main Ridge) that are in
rolling programs.
Others are one off such as these in the
Red Hill /Main Ridge area.
- Main Ridge Pony Club all weather riding
surface
- Main Ridge Men’s Shed exhaust fan
- Red Hill Junior Football Club scoreboard
- Red Hill Recreation Reserve light tower
decoration
- Red Hill Cricket Club Shade sail
A major building project for the Council is
the $2million upgrade to the pavilion at Red

Hill Recreation Reserve just announced by
the State Government after a long
advocacy campaign.
Council had already supplied temporary
change rooms.
• There is an extra grant of $10,000 to the
Red Hill Show to help after the Covid
affected revenue loss this year.
• The State Government has also
announced some bus improvements in
parts of the Shire but still nothing for our
Hinterland areas.
• The State Government will announce
their decision on the Dromna Quarry
next year. I am asking government
MP’s to ensure that the overwhelming
opinion
of
locals
against
this
environmentally disastrous project is
endorsed.
• There are many more worthwhile
projects than are possible to fund this
year. However with State and Federal
elections looming I propose to coordinate and help run an advocacy
campaign to Governments. We should
not accept missing out on a fair share of
election promises.
Please send your proposals to me.
Ones already mentioned include
• koala bio-links
• Peninsula Mountain Bike Centre on the
cleared part of Arthurs Seat escarpment
• Missing Bay and Hinterland path links
• A Southern Peninsula Basketball complex

• Drinking fountains in villages
• A Peninsula wildlife hospital
• 24/7
defibrillators
supplied

and
maintained in areas outside of
prescribed travel times for ambulances
• First Nations history signage
• A Hinterland recycled water project
• Saving the historic Fentons Hall, which
needs restoration, not demolition.
I would like your views regarding speed
reduction from 100Kms to 80kms on
local roads and whether the Shire should
further extend the availability of Green
Waste bins to dwellings beyond
residential zones.
The removal of the Mobile Library Bus is
still being considered.
Your voice may make a difference.
NATIVE BEES: I am always keen to
speak as a bee advocate and
answer your questions with any
community group or school.
Hope to catch you soon at a coffee
morning, Covid willing - with one of our
seventeen communities in Red Hill Ward.
Please send me an invite if your group
would like to discuss any community
issues.
Stay well.
Regards,
David.

How healthy is your drinking water?
If you rely on tank or bore water at your
property for your drinking water, household needs or irrigation the Australian
Drinking Water Guidelines (ADWG) recommend regular testing of that supply
source. This is to ensure the safety and
quality of the water and guarantee it does
not contain harmful bacteria, which can
make you, your family and animals really
unwell. Too frequently pathogens and
harmful micro-organisms are not visible to
the naked eye and may be present in water that appears to be clear and odourless.
Nicole from 'Wastewater Wise' believes if
property owners are unable to do tank
upkeep and maintenance themselves or
are unsure of the quality of their water
supply they should reach out and ask for
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help as soon as possible. “Late winter/
early spring is an ideal time to prompt
people to do key maintenance or have
their supply professionally measured
against the stringent guidelines,” said
Nicole.
She suggests that at the very least property owners should • clear gutters and rooflines of leaves,
animal and bird remains and faeces,
dust and debris build up, harmful
smokey residue from solid wood heaters
• check for urban-ware deterioration and
corroding gutters
• replace or install gutter guards be-

tween rooflines and water tanks, rinse
clear screening inlets and overflow

outlets replacing the fine mesh as required to prevent bugs and crucially
mosquitos entering your tank
• consider that particles from lead based

paints and flashing on old roofs and
gutters can be washed into rainwater
tanks with winter downpours
• consider leaking or overloaded septic
tanks and wastewater drainage which
can compromise underground tanks
All of these measures taken year round,
can significantly reduce the risk of an
unsafe water supply at your property and
protect the health of your family.
Wastewater wise
T : 0405 215 607
W: www.wastewaterwise.com.au
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SOLID REDGUM SEAT FOR SHOREHAM FORESHORE
When
Susan
Boggan
from the
Shoreham Foreshore Committee asked
the Main Ridge Men’s Shed to make a
couple of bench seats to replace some
on the foreshore Shed member Susie
Guthrie offered to supply the timber. She
had a large piece of red gum that was
previously used as a lintel above a door
in a mud brick house that stood where
her home now sits in Flinders.
Looking around for volunteers to take on
the project, Shed Manager Laurie French
mentioned it to Ben Parker, one of the
younger members, who offered to pick
up the timber from Susie’s home in
Flinders.
“Because I have a ute, and a bit of youth,
I guess I was a good candidate for the
heavy lifting job,” Ben said. “But once I
saw the piece of timber I knew I wanted
to try my hand transforming it,” he
added.

Turned out that Ben discovered, as he
worked on it, that the piece of red gum
had a large steel spike through it, making
him think it might have originally come
from an old bridge.
“The guys at Peninsula Recycled Timber
in Mornington were kind enough to
donate the Spotted Gum I used for the
legs. It was part of the old Portarlington
pier,” Ben said.
When completed Ben made a trip to the
foreshore to pour the footings and then
on a rainy morning in May he transported
the very solid seat to the Shoreham
foreshore and installed it. A few days
later he returned to remove the boxing
around the galvanized steel rods
embedded in the concrete and backfilled
to build up the ground around the seat.

Susan Boggan was impressed and
grateful. In an email to Ben she said:
“Goodness. Did you do this in all that
rain? Thank you Ben for commitment to
this project. We would like to thank Susie
also for the beautiful timber”.

- RB.

THE COUNT IS ON
The Mornington Peninsula Wildlife
Action Group (MPWAG) has hit the
ground running. As reported in the last
issue the MPWAG is a collective of
people representing land holders,
businesses and community groups. It
aims to establish accurate wildlife
statistics in the region, reduce wildlife
road collisions, assist with preservation
of habitat and provide information in
regard to co-existence with our
Peninsula wildlife.
The MPWAG has now commenced the
Mornington Peninsula Kangaroo and
Wallaby count (Count Your Mob)
project utilising iNaturalist , which is an
international wildlife archive that is
partnered with the Atlas of Living
Australia - and the best part is that
everyone can participate. This project
through iNaturalist will utilise experts to
review the data and will be available to
research programs throughout the
world. It will help provide an accurate
count of the numbers and locations of
Eastern Grey Kangaroos and Swamp
Wallabies across the Peninsula as well
as distribution, behaviour and seasonal
movements. This type of citizen
science survey for kangaroos and
wallabies has never been carried out
before on the Peninsula.
The number of kangaroos on the
Peninsula has sometimes been a
contentious topic and the official
estimates are provided by the
Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning (DELWP) based
on some aerial counts undertaken in
Gippsland! Density rates per hectare
are calculated and through desk top
exercises a figure is determined for the
Mornington Peninsula. These counts
are considered by many to be
inaccurate, erratic and increasingly
implausible for the Peninsula. Between
2018 and 2020 the DELWP estimates
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for kangaroos on the Peninsula
increased from 3700 to 7000, an
increase of almost 90%. This is
biologically impossible. Some may think
kangaroo numbers on the Peninsula
have increased, while many believe
that kangaroos have simply become
more visible in numbers due to loss of
habitat. The fact remains that there is
currently no accurate data.
Credible statistics are not only essential
for monitoring sustainable populations,
but also because the Victorian State
Government
uses
the
DELWP
estimates to determine the numbers of
kangaroos available to be killed either
through the kangaroo “harvesting”
program or Authority to Control Wildlife
(pest management) system. Kangaroo
harvesting and culling on our
Mornington Peninsula based on
Gippsland counts is unacceptable.
The first stage of the Count Your Mob
project is underway and everyone in
the community can participate by
downloading the iNaturalist app on your
phone or tablet and computer. It is very
simple and you can count your mob

(small or large) anytime you are out by
opening the app, taking a photo with
your phone, which will also record
location and including a comment with
the number of roos/wallabies and any
other relevant information. But be
warned, this activity can become highly
addictive! The Count Your Mob project
automatically picks up any observations
you have entered. You can keep track
of all observations on iNaturalist in the
“Mornington Peninsula Kangaroo Count
(Count Your Mob)” projects box. There
are a few final simple steps to be
completed on your laptop or computer
and a comprehensive information sheet
can be requested by emailing
mpwildlifeactiongroup@gmail.com
If iNaturalist is not for you, we would
still love you to be involved in the count
so please contact us at the same email
address.
What a great opportunity to get
involved in this important local wildlife
project!
Mornington Peninsula Wildlife Action
Group (MPWAG)
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OCEANVIEW AVENUE PROACTIVE ON DEFIBRILLATOR ACCESS
Residents of Oceanview Avenue, Red Hill,
have been proactive when it comes to
ensuring easy access to a defibrillator, not
just for themselves but also for broader
community use.
A defibrillator has been installed on the
roadside under the only street light.
Things moved quickly after Red Hill’s
Ambulance Victoria officer undertook CPR
and defibrillator training for residents of
Oceanview Avenue and others on April 24.
“This was the culmination of some casual
discussions among residents regarding our
unpreparedness for treating anyone who
has a cardiac arrest,” said resident Leon
Black.
He said the issues that drove this project
included
• The number of people who suffer a
Cardiac Arrest in Victoria
• The remoteness of Red Hill with
ambulance arrival times about 20+
minutes
•
Only four ambulances being available

on the Mornington Peninsula after
hours
•

CPR needs to be started immediately
and needs to be continued until the
ambulance arrives

•

One person cannot undertake the
CPR and defibrillation without
assistance and other trained people
need to respond.
Oceanview Avenue residents Tom Jacob
and Elizabeth White drove the process.
Elizabeth sourced the defibrillator and
Tom generously purchased it. What
wasn’t realised by the residents was that
when someone calls OOO there should
be three trained people available to
assist the victim of the cardiac arrest
while waiting for the ambulance.
“CPR is physically demanding and
ambulance operators are only allowed to
do CPR for two minutes before being
relieved and they are fit, unlike the
residents of Oceanview Avenue,” Leon
said.

DUNNS CREEK LANDCARE ANNUAL WORKING BEE
WHAT?
Annual Community working bee & BBQ to
undertake weed control works in the Harrisons
Road - Road Reserve. Plus, this year: planting
native tube trees and shrubs.
WHY?
The road reserve on Harrisons Road, Dromana
contains some of the best examples of
remnant vegetation on the Mornington
Peninsula. As well as containing important
habitat for many of our native species, remnant
vegetation on this road reserve provides
essential links to other areas including
Dromana Bushland Reserve, Bald Hill and
Arthurs Seat State Park. These links are
essential for the ongoing conservation of
biodiversity on the Mornington Peninsula. In
addition, the vegetation supports birds that eat
the insects that attack our pastures.
WHEN?
Saturday 17th July 8.30am until lunch. Meet
in the Dromana Secondary College carpark.
Come for just an hour if that’s all you have –
that’s still great.
WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?
1] Satisfaction that you have helped to
maintain a weed free habitat for our native
plants and animals. You’ve protected our
environment.

2] To have a laugh and a yarn with fun
people.
3] Pick up tips about our native vegetation
and eradication of weeds from local experts
4] Turn up and be eligible for a free bird
nesting box, worth $60
5] Enjoy a good BBQ after our working bee,
commencing around 1pm, meet and greet
your neighbours from the district, relax,
chat about your experiences.
Dunns Creek Landcare provides: Morning
tea and freshly baked goods, BBQ, tea,
coffee, juice, bread, sausages, lamb
cutlets, salads & tomato sauce!
BYO:
other food and drink of your choice
WHAT DO I DO NOW?
RSVP: to let us know you can join us, to
give us an idea of numbers for food:
Email: marcus@marcusoreilly.com SMS:
0419 372 628
If you have other commitments that
morning, just come for lunch to meet your
neighbours
ANYTHING ELSE?
Bring gloves, hat, boots, name badge,
teenagers and enthusiasm. We’ll have
secateurs, dabbers etc. If you have a
favourite implement – bring it.

Presentation Family Centre Prepares for School Holidays
Planning is underway for our Winter School
Holiday Program. Families will holiday in the
six houses on site at Balnarring Beach, and
will be supported with holiday program activities run by our Holiday Program Coordinator
and aided by volunteers. This Winter Program
will include the opportunity for children and
families to connect to nature including bush
and beach, participate in creative activities,
eat some delicious food together, and rest
and relax. Through our place, and our programs, we aim to connect guests to nature. Fortunate to be a short walk to Balnarring Beach, and adjacent to land with a labyrinth and Indigenous trees and shrubs, our
guests can enjoy the birdlife, the bush, and
the ocean. Our guests often mention how
highly they value the peaceful environment.
Hill ’n’ Ridge

Presentation Family Centre provides lowcost holidays, programs and retreats to
people who need it most. Our guests are
primarily families and carers from across
Victoria who find it difficult to access a holiday, retreat, or recreational or educational
program. This may be due to a variety of
reasons including financial stress, caring
responsibilities, grief and loss, disability,
illness, or other circumstances. Guests may
be referred to us by other not for profit associations, government agencies, schools,
community groups, or hospitals.
If you would like to know more, or donate to
help fund Holiday Programs, please contact
us at
manager@pfc.org.au or learn more at
Presentation Family Centre – Presentation
Family Centre

Tom Jacob with Amelia Bricknell from
Ambulance Victoria,

“The training by Amelia from Ambulance
Victoria was excellent and the lack of
defibrillators in remote parts of the
Peninsula suggests that other community
groups might like to follow Tom and
Elizabeth’s lead to get the device and be
trained in its use,” Leon added.
Cr. David Gill also attended the session
and said he hoped to persuade the Council
to install defibrillators in more outdoor
public areas rather than in buildings locked
after hours.
-RB

A Major Milestone …
The Red Hill Op shop has been in
existence since 1983 supporting the
Peninsula Home Hospice as our main
beneficiary and we recently achieved quite
a remarkable result! In 2020, in the midst
of the pandemic emergency and Covid
chaos just before we had to close our
operations, the Red Hill Op Shop donated
its millionth dollar to the Peninsula Home
Hospice!
Quite an amazing achievement from our
modest beginnings in the early 80’s.
However,
with
shared
vision
and
determination, the founders of the Op Shop
established an ambitious goal. Their vision
was to ensure that people with terminal
illnesses could remain in their own homes
and that their families would receive
appropriate support at such a difficult time.
Their determination brought the vision to
reality. Today, Red Hill Op Shop is a much
loved asset to the community, offering a
wide range of good quality items to its
customers.
We wish to extend our thanks to each of the
founding members, subsequent volunteers
and members who have followed them over
the past decades, and the committees that
have continued with the mission and the
vision. We also wish to extend our thanks to
the supporters who have made the Red Hill
Op Shop such an important component on
the Peninsula and who continue to come
and visit, talk about us to others and to
promote the shop and our work.
We are already on our way to the next
million dollars in donations!
If you have not visited the Red Hill Op Shop
to date, we would love you to be part of our
journey.
Proudly supporting Peninsula Home Hospice
and other local initiatives.
We are located at 33 Mechanics Road, RED
HILL. Email us at redhillopshop@gmail.com or
message us through our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/redhillopshop. We are open
Wed 10am – 4pm and Fri and Sat 10am – 1pm.
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RED HILL FIRE STATION RENOVATIONS FRUSTRATINGLY SLOW
BUT START DATE NOW IN SIGHT
It has now been over three years since the
Red Hill Brigade identified that the Red Hill
Fire Station required some upgrade works
in order to meet the demands of our
community into the future.
The brigade made several unsuccessful
attempts to obtain Federal, State and
Local government assistance to undertake
these works.
In February of 2020, just a month after the
devastating fires in Qld, NSW and Victoria,
the crew at “Many Little” galvanised the
community and raised over $330,000 to
assist the Red Hill Fire Brigade to
undertake essential works to the station.
After months of difficult negotiations and a
number of setbacks, the brigade is finally
moving forward.

“We now have CFA approval on all the
paperwork, the planning application has
been approved, the building permit is
before the council.
Pending swift
approvals, the building works on the
station are expected to commence in July/
August of this year,” said Red Hill Brigade
Lieutenant and Project Manager Sam
Norris
Captain Darrel Setter said: “This project is
100% community funded, 41% of the
project costs are being met by in-kind
support, some 990 hours of volunteer
labour will be used and over 10% of the
material cost have been either donated or
heavily discounted. Members of the
brigade who hold trade qualifications will

be donating their time to undertaking the
construction.”
“We’d like to thank the wider community
for their generous donations as well as
the hard-working volunteers of our
brigade for their incredible efforts and
commitment to this project ,” Darrel said.
“It’s very humbling. Our brigade had
planned a range of fundraising activities
to help us reach that goal and it turned
out thanks to “Many Little and our
community we didn’t have to do much of
that at all, so it took a considerable
workload off our members,” he added.

MOTH returns!
After a year in hibernation, Music on the
Hill live performances finally returned in
March. The community music events have
been badly missed due to the pandemic
restrictions and the first show sold out in
days.
MOTH received a grant from Creative
Victoria to help them host live
performances. ‘The Cocoon Project’
showcases six individual recording artists
who wrote, produced, arranged or
released new material during isolation.
Each artist will take the MOTH stage for
one night only to deliver this new work live
in front of an audience, which simply
wasn’t possible for the majority of 2020.
The shows will feature new music works
by Victorian based singer-songwriters
Kee’ahn, Xani, Alana Wilkinson, Matt Joe
Gow and Rich Davies over a six months
period.
The grant means that ‘The Cocoon
Project’ artists can be paid a reasonable
performance
fee,
despite
capacity
restrictions. The shows will also be video
recorded for broadcast to a wider audience
for viewing on demand.
The first ‘Cocoon Project’ show featured
indigenous singer-songwriter Kee’ahn and
there was a lot of love in the room with
everyone happy to be back experiencing
live music again despite limited audience
numbers. The video recording of the show
is now available to view on the MOTH
YouTube channel (Music on the Hill
MOTH).

Keeáhn, Georgia Fields and Xani performed as part of 'The Cocoon Project' at MOTH
The two subsequent shows both sold out.
Georgia Fields pulled off a memorable gig at
The Pig and Whistle in April, and in May
electric violinist Xani astounded everyone at
the Red Hill Pavilion with her inventive loops
and harmonies.
The fourth Cocoon Project show featuring
Alana Wilkinson at the Pavilion was
postponed due to the latest lockdown and
has been rescheduled for Friday 15
October.
MOTH favourite Liz Stringer returns to
MOTH on Friday 20 August to play songs
from her recent album release ‘First Time
Really Feeling’ – already a contender for
album of the year.
Friday 3 September is MOTH’s 7th birthday
and they will be celebrating with multi-award
winning, Gippsland-based singer-songwriter
Michael Waugh playing as part of a trio.

All being well, MOTH have a packed list of
line-ups for the coming months including
This Way North, The MAEs, and Emily
Barker flying in from the UK in February
(fingers crossed).
Friday 2 July. Matt Joe Gow
Friday 4 August. Rich Davies
Friday 20 August. Liz Stringer
Friday 3 September. Michael Waugh
Friday 1 October. This Way North
Friday 15 October. Alana Wilkinson
Friday 5 November. The MAEs
Red Hill Community Pavilion. Tickets and
more info from musiconthehill.com.au
Robin Griffiths

ORCHARD COTTAGE
ROSES
Potted Roses available now.
• Old fashioned
• Modern and Climbers
• David Austins
201 Tucks Road. Main Ridge
5989 6265

Open Thurs – Sun or by appointment
Hill ’n’ Ridge
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Did you know there is a

RED HILL SPA

Licensed Social Club

www.redhillspa.com.au

0431 573 234

in Main Ridge?

Red Hill Cherry Farm Cottage

The MAIN RIDGE CLUB is open on
Friday nights from 5:00 pm to 7:00 (ish)

spa rituals . organic facials .
wholistic massage . body scrubs

69 Prossors Rd, Red Hill

at 455 Main Creek Road, Main Ridge

gift vouchers . mud wraps . deep
tissue massage . warm oil

(Next to the Cricket and Tennis Clubs)

yoga . hot rock . hydrotherapy .
beauty . hand & foot rituals

DENIS DELANEY
A Grade Electrician
Prompt attention to all your
electrical needs in
Red Hill and District
Small jobs, renovations, innovative
lighting solutions

0418 171829 / 5981 8129

Campaigning to give a voice to the
Red Hill and Red Hill South
communities
+

 to protect and preserve the rural character

 to create an informed and active
community
 to provide a forum for community
engagement

 to advocate on behalf of the community

J o in R H C A t o d ay

Hill ’n’ Ridge
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Dromana and District Historical
Society Confers Life Membership

Hill ’n’ Ridge Contact
LANDCARE
Main Creek

Dromana and District Historical Society life
membership has been awarded to Janet
Egglestone.
Janet’s involvement with
D&DHS started at the formation of the
society in 1987, where she took on the role
of secretary (no doubt coerced and
encouraged by her father Sandy Christie to
undertake this position).
After the successful start of the society,
Janet took a back seat for a number of
years until once again D&DHS was in need
of a secretary. She once again stepped in
to fill this role and she has held for over 10
years. For about half this time she has
combined this with carrying out the
treasurer’s duties as well.
Over the years, Janet has helped with the
re-development of the museum display,
been responsible for our Australia Day
efforts at the Dromana Australia Day
Celebrations, helped with displays for Red
Hill Show and Main Ridge Sustainability
Days, compiling the volunteer rosters and
compiling newsletters.
She has always been cheerful and willing

Adie Smith 0438877780
david.maddocks@bigpond.com
Mantons Creek
5989 6212
David Maddocks
Red Hill South
gr.white@bigpond.net.au

Jean Rotherham with Janet Egglestone

Geoff White 0400 989 150
Dunn’s Creek
info@dunnscreek.com.au

to help where needed in regards to
Roger Stuart-Andrews
D&DHS and it is my great pleasure to
award her this life membership and Sheepwash Creek
hope she continues to enjoy her
Michelle de la Coeur
involvement with D&DHS for many
PROBUS
more years to come.
Arthurs Seat
Jean Rotherham
Kerri Flockart
Unbeknown to Janet, Jean invited her
family to attend the presentation . It was Main Ridge
Mervyll Reid
special for Janet to have familiar faces
including grandchildren enter to join the
Red Hill
celebration.
Val Lardy
Life members of DDHS, Daphne Turner
recently turned 99 and Ethel Bailey will
SPORTING CLUBS
be 95 in July.
JP

Andrew Can Do

PAT MORRISSEY
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING

Earthmoving: Tipper, loader, dozer,
grader. Excavations, moving &
spreading, landscaping, driveways,
repairs.
Trees: Fallen timber, pruning, stump
removal, firewood cut/split/stack,
chipping, on & off-site disposal,
bonfires.
Vegetation: Slashing, mowing,
firebreaks.

For all your Farming needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welding & machining: New build,
modifications, repairs, on-site welding.
Fencing: New fences, modifications,
repairs, gateways.

Hay baling
Silage Baling & Wrapping
Fertiliser Spreading
Pasture Renovation
Farm Fencing
Livestock Care
Noxious Weed Spraying
Round Bale Cartage and Loading
hillbillydowns@hotmail.com

Bowls & Petanque
Main Ridge
Robert Hudson
Cricket Main Ridge
John McEncroe

www.patmorrissey.com.au

The president & committee of the

VFF Peninsula Branch
Invite you to attend the

Annual Dinner
Pier 10 Winery Restaurant 10 Shoreham Rd Shoreham

Saturday 24 July
5.45pm drinks at the Cellar Door
6:45pm -3 Course Dinner
Guest Speaker: Glen Rundell

Lost Trades Fair of Master Artisans & Tradespeople

RSVP: 21 July
Bookings:
https://www.trybooking.com/BRUOS

0408 360 944 Meets 10am
2nd Friday Main Ridge
Meets 9am
1st Friday Main Ridge

val.lardy@gmail.com
Meets Main Ridge 4th Tues
0418 143 856

robert.hudson45@gmail.com

0423 704 185
john.mcencroe@bigpond.com

0418335761

Cricket Red Hill
ken@excelpacific.com.au
Club Room 5989 2500
Football Red Hill
Club Rooms
Kim Sherry
Junior Football
Red Hill
Darren Morgan
Tennis Main Ridge
Marie Louise Hekel
Night Tennis:
Anne Thomas
Tennis Red Hill
Adrian Clarkson

redhillfc.vcfl.com.au
5989 2500
0417 125 143
www.redhilljfc.net
0425 791 870
tennismainridge@gmail.com

5989 6128 / 0408 382 453
redhilltennisclub@gmail.com

Club House
5989 2642 / 0414598923

Dress: Jacket and Tie.
All enquiries, dietary requirements and
names within group seating for place cards
- please advise: vffpen@vff.org.au

MP Alpaca Breeders 5989 2866
David Daddo
Peninsula Music
Society David Fickling
Seawinds Nursery
Volunteers Kathy Wyatt

$70
Non-Members
All drinks at cash bar prices.

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOURS AND CELEBRATE VIBRANT AGRICULTURE ON THE PENINSULA

pmsmusic.asn.au
9789 8392
5987 3093 (Mon am)
Meets Mondays 9:00am

COMMUNITY / SERVICE CLUBS
Red Hill Community
Assoc. Kerry Watson
Dromana & District
Historical Society
Jean Rotherham
Lions Club Red Hill
Bambi Blizzard

redhillcommunityassociation@gm
ail.com 0415 514 440

dromanahs@gmail.com
5981 9119
Meets 2nd Monday
Scott House 0408314800

Opportunity Shop
redhillopshop@gmail.com
Red Hill Robyn Allan 5988 0486.
Red Hill Show

VFF Members
LandcareMembers

0419 579 277

Gardening Society
rhgs@rhgs.com.au
Red Hill
Ann Hull www.rhgs.com.au

Andrew Sides 0407 56 3670

$60
$60

5989 2011
mdelacoeur@gmail.com

RECREATIONAL / LIFESTYLE CLUBS

Red Hill and surrounds

•
•

adriennemjs@bigpond.com

info@redhillshow.com.au
5989 2357

St Georges Anglican stgeorgesredhill@gmail.com
5981 2580
Church
Revd Fiona Goy 9.30 am Sunday
9am EveryWednesday

Proudly supported
by Major Sponsors:

Hill ’n’ Ridge

1stredhillscouts@gmail.com
Scouts Red Hill
Yvette Richardson
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The road to Arthurs Seat was opened by Lord Somers in 1929. There are five monuments at prominent
viewpoints. One at Chapmans Point 274 m was placed in honour of a pioneer family. The Tower at
Arthurs Seat , Heronswood historic home and Seawinds figure, prominently in the history of the
Chapman family.

History Corner
with Jill Phillips

THE CHAPMANS OF DROMANA

Presented 14/12/1929 by Mr& Mrs G R
Dyson who ran a local transport business

A pioneer pathway dedicated to the early
settlers of the district is an initiative of the
Dromana and District Historical Society. There
are 32 plaques in Dromana, opened in 1990,
honoring settlers prior to 1875. Through their
strength and determination they paved the
way for future generations including George
and Elisabeth Chapman.
After wandering around the goldfields, George
Chapman continued to the Dromana district. He
built a small place in Dromana and with a
bullock team was engaged in hauling timber,
including railway sleepers out of the mountains.
Later George was employed at Heronswood.
He was a competent gardener having trained at
the Crystal Palace Gardens in London. Other
work included fencing, a deer park and
quarrying stone.
In 1865, George (d1898) married Elisabeth
Bain (d Red Hill 1917).
HERONSWOOD was built by Professor W E
Hearn, Professor of History and Politics at
Melbourne
University
followed by Alex
Sutherland and then Justice Henry Higgins,
lawyer and politician, most famous as a
member of the High Court who in 1906
handed down the Harvester
judgement
establishing minimum wages.
The Chapmans with their children John, Tom,
James, Mary and Eliza moved to Arthurs Seat
in 1875 where Janet and William were born. At
seven years James walked down the mountain
from Seawinds
to Dromana State School
No.184. After the Mornington Peninsula was
surveyed, a 65 acre block from the Crown was
purchased, then additional blocks 85acres and
100 acres, making 320 acres in total. The
plan of selection was to pay 1 pound an acre
over 10 years, later 20 pounds on a condition
improvements were made.
George built a homestead on the property
known as Seawinds near the northern lookout.
The house was small - 2 rooms and a passage
- and some years later added a room. George,
assisted by sons John, Thomas and James,
worked on the heavily timbered land. The
timber was cut, the wood stacked and carted by
a bullock team down from Arthurs Seat to be
shipped to Melbourne. The Chapmans
developed an orchard and
an extensive
vegetable garden which provided produce for
Dromana.
.
Young picnickers arriving at the top and finding
no-one at home were welcome to help
themselves to apples, leaving sixpence on the
doorstep.
George had a reputation of being a hard, pain
staking worker. He planted a double horseshoe
of pine trees as protection from the winter
winds.
Hill ’n’ Ridge

In winter months he claimed he only saw
his home in daylight at weekends.
All three daughters of George and
Elisabeth remained unmarried. Mary and
Eliza, who first lived at Seawinds,
operated a Guest House. Janet Chapman
started in domestic service and lived with
her family all her life. Later she moved to
Thomas’ property, a 60 acre orchard in
Red Hill purchased from the Blakeleys,
where the Consolidated School now
stands. Janet lived with her brother
Thomas and his wife. She was a staunch
member of the Presbyterian Church.
George
Chapman’s
great,
great
grandchildren Jenny, Chris, Ken and
Russell Bowring completed their primary
schooling at the Consolidated School,
where their great grandfather once had
the orchard.
The TOWER AT ARTHURS SEAT
The first tower was built of logs, probably
associated with a
Government survey.
A stone was placed
in the centre as a
survey point. This
original tower was
destroyed by fire. In
the 1880s when the
old South Channel
lighthouse
was
replaced. The old
wooden
building
was acquired by the
Shire Council, dismantled and transported
to Arthurs Seat via Eatons Cutting by
George and Adam Gibson with their
bullock teams.
When the tower became unsafe in 1934 it
was replaced by a third tower. The stone
from the original was found by James
Chapman and brother Thomas, as very
young men, and was placed in the new
tower.
THE SEAWINDS GARDENS
Owned by renowned surgeon Sir Thomas
and Lady Travers, the 32 hectares of
gardens were started in1946. They were
originally named Seahaze.
These gardens were gifted to the people
of Victoria from the Travers Estate in
1975. With many exotic trees, which are
now magnificent specimens, it provides a
floral display and a lovely shaded oasis - a
jewel a top the mountain.
JAMES CHAPMAN
After his father’s death in1898, James, the
third son, took over the family property. He
became keenly interested in the
development of his beloved park which
had been reserved for a park in 1863.
James first widened the bridle cutting
leading to the old house for horse drawn
vehicles and later made a road up the hill
from Dromana . Chapman’s buggy used to
come down the rough track with a sapling
tied behind for a brake. He could take
visitors to the tower with horses and
coach. This was the first road to the top of
Arthurs Seat. The coaches (known as a
drag) could carry 12-14 passengers in
longitudinal seats.

The present road follows much the same route
as the original track. With the advent of motor
traffic a better road was needed. CRB
engineers surveying the road in 1930
considered the road could not be made without
exceeding the allowable gradient 1 in 13.
James thought otherwise.

Using homemade instruments he convinced
the CRB engineers that it could be done.
During the 1940’s the Vic Lands Dept made
recognition of his dedication to the area by
appointing him Honorary Crown lands bailiff .
This gave him the necessary authority to stop
the depredation of the native flora and fauna as
well as the terrain by people who did not
recognise their beauty and value. The life of
James and Laura Chapman was spent almost
entirely at Dromana. Guest Houses, including
Danbury, were open for holidaymakers but
proved to be challenging. Later they ran a
small mixed shop whilst James’s passion for
Arthurs Seat remained as a primary focus.
When one considers the life and time
dedication James gave to his beloved Arthurs
Seat Park one is led to question why it is not
named Chapman Park.
A Chapman FAMILY REUNION was held at
Seawinds 11.00 am Sunday 21 November
1982. On a fine day approximately 40
descendants attended, many of whom had
become successful in their businesses and in
professional life. Prominent in their local
communities, they reminisced and honoured
their pioneering forebears.
Acknowledgement
- Marion Bowring (nee Turner ) for the
Chapman research
- C McLear
- P Wakeman photos JP
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From the Lions’ Den . . .

Christmas Celebrations in Red Hill
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
This Festival will be held on Saturday
December 11.
We will be seeking entries from
individuals, community groups
and
others.
It will involve home made decorations in
a variety of forms. It may be individual
trees,
door
decorations,
room
decorations or similar.
The emphasis will be on individuality,
creativity and uniqueness.
Use of natural components and
resourcefulness in including recycled
items.
Several workshops are planned to
develop ideas and skills to assist entries.
These will be held in September and will
include clay
decorations, beading
activities, use of recycled materials, and
more.
If you would be willing to lead a
workshop please contact LIONS. Details
of workshops will be on our website
noticeboards in August and in the
September edition of Hill ’n’ Ridge, along
with entry forms.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS
TREE
This year Red Hill District Lions will be
erecting a Community Christmas Tree in
Red Hill.
After last years failed attempt due to
Covid restrictions, we are well on the
way to achieving our goal in 2021.
Not only will this provide a focus for our
usual donations to local charities at
Christmas, but will also provide some
joy for those passing by.

We are seeking some community sponsors to assist with this project. If you
would like to support this project please
contact lionsnewsletter1@gmail.com

RIDE FOR SIGHT CHALLENGE 2021
Thank you to all participants and
sponsors of the Lions Ride for Sight
Challenge 2021. To date, Lions District
has raised over $42,000.
“This amount is well over our $30,000
target, and is mainly due to your
combined effort and support – riders,
private sponsors, CERA staff and Lions
Clubs,” said R4S secretary Ian de
Bruyne. Significantly, eleven riders and
several Lions Clubs gave very generous
donations.
“We had 55 riders of which 16 were new
to our Ride. We thank our new riders for
their support and hope they will take part
in our event next year,” he sad
Participants from the Centre for Eye
Research Australia (CERA also took part
in the ride.
“It’s great to be able to step away from
work occasionally and be part of the Ride
for Sight, supporting the incredible work
the Lions Clubs do” said CERA
Managing Director, Professor Keith
Martin.
For Tanya Pejnovic, Manager of Human
Resources at CERA, riding is part of her
life.
“I really enjoy riding my bike,

knowing people like Jim Allen and others
are also riding in Melbourne, Gippsland
and beyond.
I like that sense of
community and knowing we’re making a
difference.”
Deputy-Director and Head of Ophthalmic
Neuroscience, Peter van Wijngaarden,
changed it up and decided to run the
400km. For Peter, it’s given him time to
think. “You really do appreciate how hard
the Lions Clubs and their members
worked to adapt the Ride for Sight event.
It would have been easy to cancel the
event, but they rose to the challenge,
and I wanted to show my thanks by
taking part in this year’s Ride for Sight”.
And for Dr Karl Brown, Research Fellow,
it was the change he needed. “After
being in the lab all day, the chance to be
outdoors provided a much-needed break.
To be able to raise funds as well? That
just made it even better,” said Karl.
Donations are still dribbling in so there
will not be a final figure to report until
after 2 July 2021. The money you helped
raise will be formally presented to CERA
at our Lions District 201V3 Convention in
October this year.

Collection Box at Red Hill General Store
A collection box is now available at the Red Hill General Store.
You can deposit used spectacles for regrading and distribution
to needy communities world-wide, beanies, scarves, gloves,
and other items to help keep people warm over winter.
Non-perishable food items to be donated to local support
groups are also welcome.
If you would like to donate please pop your items in the box.

Your donations support our

Kindness Matters and Vision projects
Hill ’n’ Ridge

CAROLS ON THE HILL
Once
again
our
local
community carols, Carols on
the Hill, will be coordinated by
St George’s Church. People of
all ages, enjoy singing well-known
Christmas carols together accompanied
by local bands and singers. Children are
invited to dress up for the Christmas
story. There always seem to be plenty of
angels…!
This year it will be on Saturday
December 11 after the Christmas Tree
Festival.
Bring a picnic or enjoy a community
BBQ. Coffee will be available.

LEADERSHIP TEAMS
INSTALLED AT ANNUAL
CHANGEOVER DINNER
Flinders and Red Hill Lions held their
annual changeover dinner recently at
Pier 10 restaurant in Shoreham.
A new leadership team was installed at
Flinders with Monica Holland as
President, Elaine Franklin as Secretary,
Neville Kent as Treasurer. Out going
president Mark Holland was thanked for
his contribution over the past 5 years .
At Red Hill the team remains stable with
Jenny Stidston
President , Bambi
Blizzard Secretary/ Treasurer, Lyn
Connor, Service Chairperson with Rob
Connor taking on the Membership
Chairpersons role.
Zone chairman Ron Payne installed the
2021-22 presidents and Rob Connor ( a
past president) welcomed the other club
officers to their respective roles.
Both clubs reported on their successes
in a difficult climate during the
lockdowns,
and
celebrated
their
respective achievements.
The two clubs work together on parking
activities whilst Flinders hold an annual
Golf Day, Motoring Heritage Show,
Breast Cancer Breakfast and support
the Anzac Service and other local
projects.
Red Hill Club publishes the Hill’nRidge
Community newsletter, provides free
local walks twice weekly, as well as free
weekly fitness classes. Colour our
Community Project added some cheer
after the lockdowns, and provision of
community defibrillators and education
is continuing. 600 plants were sent to
Mallacoota to assist residents with
rebuilding
their
gardens.
They
participated in Ride for Sight (Vision )
and Lap the Map (Diabetes ) activities
to support medical research, and they
support youth through participation in
the Breakfast Club at Dromana College,
Junior Public Speaking Contest and
Peace Poster activities.
Both clubs embraced Zoom technology
to continue operation and camaraderie
and despite the restrictions, both clubs
reported very successful years, and look
forward to the future with enthusiasm.
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Greek Easter Celebrated at Food on the Hill
A celebratory Greek Easter Lunch held at Food on the Hill on May 2 was well attended by locals.
The lunch was prepared by George Calombaris who dished up a delicious array of Greek delights to sixty diners.
The restaurant was full of chatter as guests savoured the tasty dishes, and enjoyed the camaraderie of old and new friends.
George, who is also a local, joined diners to share information on the food. He declared, “this is the best place to live—so friendly.”
Chris and Liz Stamellos from Food on the Hill, donated a portion of the cost of the lunch to Red Hill District Lions for the provision of a
defibrillator to the community.
“We welcome Food on the Hill’s support of our community programs and encourage other businesses wanting to be involved to
contact us to discuss possibilities,” said Jenny Stidston, President of Red Hill District Lions.

he Food on the Hill team with owner Chris
Stamellos and renowned chef George Calombaris .

George preparing
luncheon dishes

Diners enjoying delicious Greek fare

Red Hill South Biolink Plan Works
The Red Hill South Landcare Group (RHSLG) has been successful in obtaining a Biolinks Support Grant from the Shire of Mornington
Peninsula. The grant will facilitate control of woody weed and other weed species on three (3) more properties in the Red Hill South Biolink Plan 2017.
The Plan detailed the potential weed control works that if undertaken would vastly improve the residual indigenous habitat on 14 properties. When these current grant works are completed by mid-2022 over 90% weed control will have been achieved on 10 properties; over
50% control on 2 properties and the remaining 2 properties will hopefully consider commencement of works during 2022.
Planning for future funding applications, RHSLG is now seeking expressions of interest from property owners along the higher end of Pt
Leo Rd above Paringa Rd and also along the westerly end of Callanans Rd. Please contact the Secretary on 0400 989 151 for further
details.

Pittosporum cleared in foreground (left) and 5 years later natural regeneration (right)

ORCHARD COTTAGE
ROSES
Potted Roses available now.
• • Old fashioned
• • Modern and Climbers
• • David Austins
201 Tucks Road. Main Ridge
5989 6265

Open Thurs – Sun or by appointment

Hill ’n’ Ridge

Atkins Landscapes
Professional Landscape and Design Services
• Specialists in paving, pool surrounds,
retaining walls, irrigation systems,
garden lighting and water features
• All hard structural & soft landscaping
including instant and synthetic turf,
planting, screens and dry river- beds
Servicing Mornington Peninsula
for over 25 years
Contact: Robert Atkins
Mobile 0413 000 801

www.atkinslandscapes.com.au
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Please support your local businesses who help make this newsletter possible.

GOLD SPONSORS 2020

Red Hill Pharmacy
Robert Nickels
B.Pharm., MPS
Shop 7, Red Hill Village Shopping Centre
Red Hill– Shoreham Rd

Red Hill South 3937

SILVER SPONSORS 2020
G.E.M. TAYLOR
CONSTRUCTIONS
www.gemtaylorconstructions.com.au

Matt 0407 338 804
Geoff 0418 328 801

Accountants and Tax Agents
Shawne Rubinstein | Principal
e: shawne@peninsulapartners.com.au

m: 0404 865 279

Hill ’n’ Ridge

Sunny Ridge would like to thank you for your
continuous support during this difficult time.

Please check our website and socials for opening
hour and café specials
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